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. | [prenent , bee bequeathed the care 
: } tbofe Sermons that were onely 
[preached at Lincolncs Inne, to 
{thoſe ha worthy friends, by whom 
[108 ſee them faithfully ſet forth, | 


who lining in the ( ity, were better 
connerfant with thoſe that. take 


whatſoeuer mito 5, who ( though 


[much more unworthy and vnable) 
Were y0t more frequently bis «A u- 


duars in other places, and bad rea- 
{on fully to know his Doftrine, man. 
ner of life, purpoſe, &c. ſhould 
therefore bee more guilty of un- 


gratefull negligence, if any of th 
Lamps, into which bee emptied Kh 
golden oye ont of bimſelfe , ſhould 
net by us' belighted up to ſerue the 
Tempic , to'which undoubtedly by 
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duty ; tbeir former. good. example, 


the reſt haue found, we doe here ad. 
uenture into ligbt theſe. fine ſhort 
 Sermons,preached at ſpectall times, 
and in Audories of greateſt worth 
and expettation., and accordingly 


| compoſed of more exait materials, | 
\and cloſer put together , which in 
hini may well be pardoned, who in | 


all bis other workes did bow his more 
ſublime and raiſed part; to loweſt 
apprebenſions. Wee haue laboured 
what we could to d:ſc barge the tru/! 
by him repoſed im vs, and defire_ 
that others would bee pleaſed to for- 
,beare the putting forth of any thing 
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| 50.T hat theGreatneſſe of our ſinnes is ng impediment 
to the forginene(ſe of ther, << "TÞ< 
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| 53 The way to bane ſrane forgines 65 to aggrauate, 
| not to extenuate it, I37 
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meancs of our departure from God. 142 

55 T hat when a man hath committed any great fin, 
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57 The ſinnes which we commit , no change in 
the Lord. | | 148 


E "PILLA R| 
D GROVND 
Of TxvTan, 


po + 


I 
be 


Z 


1'T IM. 3,15. 


But if 1 tarry long, that thou mayeſt know 
how thou oughteft to behaue thy [elſe in | 
the bouſe of God which i the (\hurch of | 
the liuing God, the pillar and ground. of 

the Truth. 


$- 0 Tho, —_ are tiwo'maine prin- 
(== —FA-. iple , vpon_ which the 
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Church of Rome i the onely || 
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y Catbolike Church: ſecondly, P 
EA That theChurch cannot erve. 

| By which later principlethey haue brought on | | 
them. | | 
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Frbemſcluces a deſperate necefhity, never to a- 
| mend or reforme whatſocuer is once decided 
{by the Church, Theſe are the principles thar 
| rſt ioftill intorheir Nouices 3 _rheſe ace the 


traines, wherewith chey ſegke to winne men 
themſelues : for when they AD proue their 
ints in ſpeciallrand particular, they rake 
tld all in groſſe, © and by this one principle 
(Our Ohurgh, which wanpot erre, hath ſo decided 
it) they proued bundleof them altogether; So 
when they can ſhew noground in Scripture 
for their clouded, vngrounded, ſuperadded o- 


cauſe it is 19fallidle,admits otno examination, | 
And whereas truth ſeekes our no corners, de- 


ry delightsto hide it (eife in thele @blcuge and 
vncertaine generalitics, As for example : aske 
them what ground they have for inuocation of 
Saints, worſhipping af Tmages, Tadulgences, 
{uperadded Sacraments,and a multitude of ſu. 
perſtitious ceremonies ; their anſwer is, The 
Churchhathſo decided it ;and her decrees arc 
all infallible, and not tobe examined by par- 
ticular men; whichare inferjour. So thatpull 
burt-this pillar downe, as Sampſon did, andthe 
| whole frame-of Popery, with all that Ray 
| nd vpon ir, comes preſently rurbling 
QWne, CIT HAT ; 
+ Yet becauſe hey thinke ir to04mprobable a 
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pinions, they faſten them and hang chem all |: 
vpon this pinacle of the Church ; which be. | 


ſires rv ſec the tighr;and coms rowriall; Pope. | 
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courſe to build all on the naked affertionof the 
Church, which is @nely to interpret and-not 
co make the Text, rherefore they bring/iu Tra- 
ditions, which they call vnwrittem verigics,and 
make them of equall.value and credit with the 
Text: butif you askethem what theſevnwrit. 
ten verities age, and how they ray be knowne 

m counterfeit they ſay onely the Church 
.cantell that, rowhofecuſtody they werecom- 
\mitred, and who onely is able to judge infa}- 


belongs'to the Church. of Rome to dec 
tranſlation is authenticall, what interpretation |: 


they will be onely ud 
principles, Theirsss the onely Church, and, The 


Church can neuer erre. 

Nowof all places of Scriptuce,, whereby 
they would vindicate to themſelues this privi- 
lege, this verſe that I haue read is. one. of the 
\chicfeſt , but how iuſtly, weeare now to con. 
({ider, | 

| Sayes the Apoftleto T anathy, 1 have writter: | 
| wnta ther, that thou mayeſt know bow tobehane thy | 
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/libly, which are the genuine Traditions, and | 
which not, And it Scripture at any time bee | 
brought againſt any of theſe points, they lay it| 

are | 


what bookes of Scripture are catonicall,whar | 
muſt dee the ſenſe of Seripture; and:ineffect | 


by themſclues, and | 
whatſoever wee ſay, they choke vs with thele | 


Le 


ſelfe inthe houſe of 64d+ as ifhe ſhould ſay, It is 
of much moment that the bouſe of God be or- | 
dered and kept atight, bee {wept continually || 
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and purged. becauſc it is the Pillar and Ground 
truth (which is the houſholds food) is nouri- 
ſhed; and dothgrow ; into which if falſhood 
 creepe, their food will foone be poyſoned, and 
ſonor nouriihburcorrupt, nor fic them to (al- 
uation butdeftruQivn : ſo that the Apoſtle in 
this verſc hath this double ſcope. 
Firſt, todeſcribe the Church by this diftin- 
uiſhing property , that it is the Pillar and 
Sivan o Trath, AM is, Truth is the ligne, 
whereby this houſe of God is knowne from 0- 
cher houſes 
Secondly, he ſayes, in the houſe of Ged,cc.not 
in the Church of Epheſus, leſt any ſhould 
conclude (asnow the Papiſts would) that the 
cruth were fo nailed and faſtened to any one 
particular houſeor pillar ,that it could never de 
caken downe from thence,and hanged vp in an. 
other place, which is flat contrary to the ſcope 
of the Apoſtle in this place, who in the begin. 
ning of the next chapter ſhewes cuidently,that 
in the later times ſome ſhould depart from the 
faith,and giue heed to ſeducing ſpirits and do- 


 manding 10 abſlaine from meats. 
cauſe the truth was once at Rome, it is there 


(till. Indeedthe houſe and place where once 
it was, they may ſtill ſhew perhaps ; butthe in- 


habitant is now departed,and the truth, which 


—— 


of Truth, thatis, the ground and place where | 


crines of Deuils, forbidding to marry , and com. | 


The Papiſts would make vs beleeuc, that be-| 


was | 
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; may be truths in other Writers that are not of 
; the Church : rhough the Garden bee the moſt/þ 


" By Truth therefore here is meantdiuine and 
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was the ligne, is taken dowae, and hanged vp | 


elſewhere, in ftead whereof theſe very errors 
hang,which the Apoſtle doth foretell rode the 
ſigcesof Truth's departure,forbidaing to marry, 
and commanding to abſtaine from meats. It they 
obicct, they forbid not all.co marry. Ianfwer, 
no hereticke or people {ince the beginning of 
the world did ever doett,nor is it credible thar 
any cuer will ; for then ihe world would ſoone 


be at an end ; butrthey forbid ſome ro marry | 


at any time, asthe Clergy ; all at ſometimes; 
and that not as a precept of conuentency, but 
necelhty and holineſle. 

The Papiſts indeed ſay,that the Church is ſo 
the pillar and ground of truth, that there is no 
truth but what comes fromthe Church,& that 
whatſoeuer comes from the Church is true in- 
fallibly, and not ſubic&rocrror : butthis cap. | 
not be the Apoſtles meaving here. Firſt,there: 


conuenient and ordinaty place and ground of 
hearbs, yer ſome Violers nay bee gathered in' 
the VV oods,and on the high- way fide, 


facred truth,a plantofGods-owre Garden,not 
growing inthe VVilderneſieand waſte.. . 
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Beſides,a; ſome truths may be found withour 
the Church, fo ſome crrours may, bea found 3 
withinhe Church though-cthe Garden be-the 
proper ground and placeof hearbs, yet weeds 

may 
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y alſo grow rhere, as tares may in the field, 
_ notwithſtanding is the proper place of 

a eas Mee faith, The Church is the pillar 
h of 


an dof Truth, his meaning is; thar in the: 
Churcho , thetruth oy alwayes to be 
prefernedand kept, that is, thoferthar profeſſe 
themſejues cobe the Church, ought ro main- 
raine che truth ; thatis their daty, which they 
are bound at all crimes to performe : bur it's no 
good conſequence toinferre, A thing is ſurely: 
done, becauſe ſome ought rodoe it ; for men 
donat alwayes performe their duties, nor dif-' 
chargerhe rruft chart is commirred to them. 
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| faith in generalltermes, The Charch is the pillar 
| ad) anne of rhe, ti thisotthar particitlar | 
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Laſtly, itisto be marked, rhar the Apoſtle 


ra 


truthscanrinue, burwhenſhe chaugerh habira. 
rion; the truth goes wither ; for theſe cannor 
dwell afander: while the Church continued at 
Rome, fo long the truth 'continued, but no 


Noſe: obieR, thare pillar is the'prop. and 
1: ' v 4 ,th 4 4 ar is 
| Prof 4 oa 


rinues im a place, ſo long” the fugdamentall| 


of that building wherein it is, 


| and thereforecannot bee-remoued to another 
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| from one garden to another, or weeds. grow 


I faid)theChurch is'the grvnnd of truth,as the 


_—_ may be plucked downe, crother thiugs 
hanged 
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place,vnleffe the building be deſtroicd and pe- 
rifh: ſince then the Church of Rome was once 
'the pillar and ground of eruth,it is ſo ſtill, || 

Lanſiwer,the Apoſtle in this place ſpeakes of 
@ pillar, not more archireFonico, as vaderſtan- | 
ding by it ſome eflentiall and inſeparable 
peece of the building, but more forenfi,for ſuch | 
a poftor pillar ;on which tables and proclama- 
tions, and ſuch things are wont to hang 3 and 
from ſuch pillars: ſuch chings- may ſoone. bee 
ſeparated, Such a pillar was this people of 
Epheſus,which ſtood long after the truch was 
taken downe,and Mahumetaniſme hanged vp 
inſtead therof. And that its thus meant,appears 
bythe other word, farwaue,iomed with it,vhich 
ſignifies a ſeat of receptacle, at all times ſepa» 
rable from what is in 1t, And indeed(as before 


garden is the ground of herbs, which wee 
know may.be plucked vp and planted in ano-. 
ther place. As therforethatwhich-hangson the 


with it ; as herbs may bee tranſlated 


with them; fo thatpeople which-are-noxy 'the 
Chureh of God, may ceaſe to be ſo,orcontinu- | 
ing theChurch,may be obnoxious vatoerrors, 

And that this isthe meaning of rhe place, 
and not that whichthe Papiſts hence deduce, | 
namely, Thet. the Church rcanmot erre'; may | 
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| ' B Firſt, | 
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"The Tiller and Ground 


| yet depoſſibils it may « Eſe 8.20. To rhe Law and 


Firſt, not to be capable of error, is the inſepa- 
rable attribute of God himfelte; for God and 
truth are termes Conuertible,which cannor be 
eons ruth 


isa rule, 

hand mayfrom the.linc that guides 
it. Trath is not of the eſſence of a creature, as 
it is of Gods, and therefore ſeparable and di- 
ſtin& z as the $line is a thing diſtin- 
iſhed from hishand, and therefore may be 

his hand may ſometimes deuiate 
and goc awry. Thedecree and will of God is 
the rule it ſelfe, and from ir ſelfe it cangot de- 
uiate or erre;bur the creature hath a line of re- 
Rirude, drawne to it bythe Scripture, from 
which h now de faFo ir doth not ſwarue, 


to the Teftimony, if they pedke not according to thi 
word, CC notieht in hots, Az if 
a 


you looke beſide this, or negle& this, you 
will fall vpon the rockes and ſands + fo rhe 
Lord ſaich rohis Church, Know that in you 


here is my word, to been lanterne to you ; it 
you keepe not your eye on this, you may erre 
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| _ Secondly, 


whichthey may decline ; as rhe} 


one ſhould ſay ro Pilot, Know that in your 
eye, and in your hand, rherc js no inſeparable 
and inbred rule, to you in your courſe, 
buthereis a for to: dire you ; it| 


there is no inherent felfe-ſufficient light, but | 
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ly , and make thippewracke of your| 
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cannot haue a perfet iudgenagnr of things, 
except he haue a perfet knowledge of them : 
now the moſt learned Bifthops thateuer were, 
in generall Councels(which is the repreſenta- 
tive Church, inallmens judgements leaſt ſub- 
ie& vuto error) have beene 1gnorant of many 
things; for euen in humane things,whereof we 
are more capable, the wiſeſt men haue beene 
ready to profefle, that the greateſt part of that 
they knew,was the leaſt ofthar they knew nor; 
much more in things divine,in which our eyes] 
are like the eyes of Batts and Owles, vnto the 
brighteſt ſun-ſhine, roo weake and too anguſt 
tocomprehend them : therefore their know. 

e being defeRiue, their iudgement like. 
wiſe nauſt needs be ſo, 1 Cor.13.11; Wee know 


fietn part, Ariſtotle could ſay, He that lookes 
not round about a thing, and ſees not all the 
parts and corners of it, can give no certaine 


cciue, 

Laftly,where God intends to give the end, 
| he alwaies gives the meanesto efleR and brin 
that end to paſſe;bur he giues not to theChurc 


the meanes of infallibility, as perfe&t know- 
2 ledge 
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Secondly, where there is ignorance there' 
may-bee error; for ignorance is the cauſe of- 
error, as darkeneſſe is of ſtumbling ; tor a'man 


inpart, (aith the Apoſtle, therefore wee prophe -: 


os Ts 1's on ee ſay, in divine 
myſteries he is able to (ce all things ? and if he 
be not, hee may both bee deceived and de- | 
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ledge of che truth, ſincere loue of it, righr or- 
.dered zeale for it ; he takes not alwayes from 
chem choc (infull lus, which crtings 
from thefaith,and often thruſt and impell men 
' How oft have generall Councels beene di- 
ſtractod into factions, leauened with malice, 
puftvp with-pride, &c 2 and ſhall we ſay when 
cheir hearts and minds are thus corrupted ,thar 
their tongues are notwithſtanding infallibly 


racles?to ſay that at that inſtant there fals a ſpi- 
rit ypon them to guide them with immediate 
.ceuclation, is to approuethe fanaticall fancies 
ofthe Anabaptiſts;whichthey take on themro 
abhorrce ; which DIET if any doe 
afficme, as ſome haue bcene bold to doe, they 


guided by ſuch ſpirits,and had the truth inſpi- 
red by viſioas,and immediate revelations, did 
'neuer argue, diſcuile, or reaſon of the things 
they ſpake and wrote, but only did declare and 
maniteſt what was reuecaied ; bur in generall 


toand fro, the concluſions many times diſpu- 


red of and ſtrongly argued on both fides: now 
| where the premiſſes are onely probable, the 


more inthe effet than. was formecely in otn: 


cauſe, This is fufficient ro'cuince,that rhough 
| general] 


hes _w——_— 


ouer-ruled, topowre forth nothing elſe but o. | 


,muſt confider, that the -Prophers vhich were| 


\ Councels the truth is bolted Gut by reaſonings | 


concluſioncannot be infalliblezforthey are the | 
{cauſe of the coneluſion,and there cinnot be 
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2encrall Councelsdoe not at all times de fai7o 
erre-(for we all acknowledge the great benefit 
of the foure hrſt generall Councels) yet to 
lay thar de peſ751ls they cannot, 1s vtterly vn- 
cries 

Chrift hath promiſcd, 704 16. 13, to ſend 
his Spiric, which ſhould lead them into all 
truth ; and Hatth 28:20, to be with them to 
theend of the world, 

Theſe places muſt needs bee vnderſtood 
primarily of the Apoſtles themſelues, who 
onely were infallibly led igto cuery truth, and 
but ſecondarily of their ſucceflors, that is, ſo 
farce as they infiltin their Reps and doctrine; 
for if that were the ſenſe that Bellarmive, Sta- 
pleton,and other Popiſh VWriters giue,namely, 
that the promiſe is indifferently made to their 
ſucceſſors,as well as to themſelues, then parts 
cular Biſhops & Miniſters ſhould be infallible 
iudgcs of truth and falſhood, and ſo all contro. 
uerlies in the Church would preſcntly have an 
end, ſo as neuer to ſpring againe. lf they ſay,its 


Not to be vaderſtooid of them taken finvlc an: 


apart, but 8s meggrogether, and aſſernbled ina 
Synode: I anſwer,there is nat the leaſt intima- 
tion of this diſtin&tionin thoſe places : but the 
place for ſuch a promiſe is Mat-18. 20, V; here 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am 1 in the midſt of them : Fur this place is to be 
vnderſtond of the leaſt meetings of true Chr. 
ſtians in the name of Chriſt, as well as of tlic 

B 3 largeli 
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largeſt Councels,and fo the ſmalleſt companie 
or conuention ſhould bee capable of this pro. 
miſe of infallibility, as well as the moſt gene- 
ral! and ample Councell, 

Bur they further obie&, If there ſhould nor 
bea viſible,externall,vnerring Tudge,to which 
at all times rhoſe might reſort for reſolution, 
that are not themſelues able ro wade chorow 
the m__ of Divinity-controuerfies, there 


would de no end of _— and diſputing, 
nor any certaine meanes to the truch mm 
marters queſtioned, 


Though there be no infallible, viſible, hu- 
mane iudge; yet there is av inuiſible,iofallible 
iudge, and that isrhe holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking in 
che Scriptures, which are therefore called the 
word of God, Andriis iudge,in many reſpe&s, 
may be caſily had, is alwayes ready,8: ar hand, 
to which men ofall ſorts may ſoone repaite , 
the other ambulatory, ro many inacceſſible, 
andtoall difkculttode obtained. Secondly 


vot ſubie& to errour ; bur the others murable, 
like aleaden rule, that may be bended to and 
fro + for in men, affeQions have their place ; 


are Lawes, becauſe the Law is nor capable of 
afteFions ; but the Lawyer is. Thirdly, this 
| judge is better knowne, and may ſooner be a- 
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is better and firter than any other. Firſt, this | 


the 
| ſcarence of this tudge is cerrain and inflexible, | 


which is the reaſon that among men there | 


greed vpon by all ; for be'ir granted that rhe 
| Ive 


—_— — — 4 — — i 


dt rt. Mhf "rem —__ 


\ Of T RVTH. 


true Church iz a iudge intallible,yer it may be 
ſooner known wi:ich 1s the true Scripture,than 
which is the true Church, there being more 
pretenders to the ue, than tothe other, 

Vhile the Charch 1s militant vpon the 
earth, God hath nor ſaid, there thould be any 
ſuch end of controvertres as chete men dreame 
of ; but rather he hath ſaid che contrary, x Cor, 
11.19.T here mrft be hereſies in the Church that 
thoſe may perith who receive not the love of 
the truth to be ſaued, and that rhoſe which are ap. 
proned might be knowne. 

If there were any ſuch meanes, by God ap- 
pointed in hisChnrch ro determine controuer. 
fies infallibly, yet a generall Councell(though 
inhis place to be reſpected) is not likely wh 
.it 3 for is it like God would appoint a meanes 
for ending controucrties in his Church, that 
for at leaſt three bundred years,(that is,till the 


the Einpue was vndiuided) might cafily a[- 
{emble Councels,yert when the Empire fel into 


time of Conſtantizethe great)could notbe had? | 
and thouyh he and others his ſucceſſors(while | 


many ſubdiuiſions, and the parts thereof were 
gouerned by ſc ucrall Kings,of different religi-/ 


ſhould have the benefit of them, 
What is the vſethen and benefit of generall 
Counrcels, if they could be obtained ? 


B 4 
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©05,a5 now they be,ic is impoſhible theChurch | 


: 


| 
| 


Anſw.2. 


Anſw. Zo 


They are the beſt meanes to find out Truth; | Anſw. 
for many candles giue more light, and many | 
eyes 


— 
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| bt ſee more than one;and in the multirude of 


ounſellors there is health : and as they are 


the beſt meanes ro find it, ſo from them it hath | 


no {mall authority ; yet notwithſtanding they 
may erre inneceſlary and fundarnentall points, 
as the Councell of Ariminum, and Scleucia, 
where there were gs many more Biſhops,as at 
the firſt Nicene Councell; and therefore held* 
in two Cities, becauſe no one was able to con- 
caine them ; yet erred in a fundamentrall point, 
decreeing for 4rrims hereſie againſt the Deity 
of Chriſt.The ſecond Councell at Epheſus did 
thelike, and ſo ten Councels, at Tyrus, leruſa. 
lem, Philadelphiz, Ariminum, Seleucia,Con- 
ſtantinople, Alexandria, &c, fo the ſecond 
Councell at Nice ſer vp Images,and comman- 
ded themro be worſhipped, which in the ſe- 
cond Councell of Conſtantinople immediate. 
ly before were vtterly condemned, 

More inſtances might caſily bee giuen, but 


oenerall Councell may erre in fundamental! 
points, For though the vniverſall Church of 
Chriſt, taken for his myſticall body on carth, 
and complete number of his elef,cannot erre 
in matters fundamentall (for then they might 
fall away, aud the gares of hell prevaile againſi 
chem) yet the excernall vifible body of the 
| Church may erre, becauſe the truth of God 
may be locked vp within the hcarts of ſuch a 
company, as in competition of ſuffrages can- 


theſe ſuffice to warrant this concluſton, That a | 


} 


| 


nor } 
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not make a greater part ina generall Councel; 
ſothat the ſentence decreed therein may be a 
tundamenrallerror. 


a threefold application, 

Firſt, ſeeing it is the received and approucd 
dodrine of the Papiſts, That the Church of 
Rome cannor erre in points of Faith and 
Dodrine z wee ſee how little hope there is 
that wee and they ſhould ever be reconciled, 
Or that one truth ſhould ariſe from a compo- 

fition of their and our opinions : for if they 
yeeld in any thing to vs, it would prefeut- 
ly follow, that in that wherein they now 
yeeld, before they erred, and fo this funda- 
mentall point of their Churches not etring, 
would from thence be ouerthrowne. Ve may 


ſtrongly engaged to keepe theirs without any 
change or variation;we may goe tothem,they 
cannot come to vs ; witnelle the Germane 
Interim,{o carcfully and often tempered, wher- 
in there were but few of their ingredients left 
out ; yet was it more than Charles the Fifth 
could doto get itentertainment on cither {tde: 
and therefore thoſe Caſſanders that thinke by 
witand policy to reconcile vs,attemprt a thing 
impoſſible, For ofwhat materials ſhall any 


altarour Tenents if wee will, bur they are | 


| 
From theſe grounds thus laid,may fitly riſe 


can ſpare the ſmalleſt peece of timber in their | 
Duilding > They cannor, becauſe thereby they: 


middle courſe be framed, when neither ſide } 


10uld | 
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Ired ro intereſts, and reſpects of policy and 


| Lord, neither doe they after their ſtatutes, or 


ſhould be argued of erring formerly; we can- 
not ; for true Region is of a bcictle nature, | 
breake it you may,bend 1t you cannot, nonot| 


in the lea(t _ It cangot bee accommoda- 


ſeruiag turnes;' it cannot be mixt with error, 
no more than oyle with water, iron and teele 
with clay. Daniel 2.43. They ſhall mingle thew- 
ſelues with the ſeed of wen, but the) ſhall wot cleau| 
one to another : even as iron is not mixt with clay : 
or as the elements when once they are ming- 
led in a compound body doe loſe their proper 
formes; even (0 Religions, when made ingre- 
dicnts, and compounding parts of any ocker 

doe loſe their formes,and ceaſe to bereligions 
in Gods account. 2 Kire.17.33. [tis ſaid, the 
mingled people. 0; Samaria feared the Lord 
and ferued their —_ after the manner 
of the Nations whum they carried away from 
thence ; that is, they iumbled all together, the 
feare of God, and worſhip of their (dols,chin. | 
«ing thereby to fit both parties, Iewes & Hea- 
:hens witha religion wherein both might bee 
gratified. But what ſaith God?doth he approue 
this mixture ? ver" 34. Vnto this day they doe 
after the former mauners, they feare not the 


after the law or commandement which the 


_ | compounded with another, 


Lord commanded, God will not owne his 
owne commanded worſhip when mingled and 


50| 
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SO Gal.y, 1,2. Be wot entangled againe with the 
yoke of Londage (that 15) take heed of cntertai. 
ping thote rizes and cuftomes of the ceremoni- 
ul law, from which now by Chriſt yee are ſer 
free, Wel,bur what if circumciſion the ancient 
charaQer bee ſtill cerained, aud ioyned varto 
Chriſt ?is it not berrer to be ſure of both 2 See! 
what he anſwers in the [econd verſe ; Bebold, 1 
Paul ſay uate you, that if \10# bee circumciſed, 


Chriſt « become of noue effett ts you ;, As if he 
ſhould ſay, Take whether you witl, cither 
Chriſt or Circumciſion, for both yee cannot 
have : So Efay 1» v0,21,22, How is the faith- 
_ City become an harlot > But how proueth 

ethat > Thy ſilner is become off, thy wine 
wmixt with water, Hee denies not but they had 
filuer and wine among(t them , bur as filuer 
mixt with baſer mettalbecommeth drofle,anc! 
is no longer accounted ſilyer : fowine when it 
is mixt with water leaues off to be accounted 
| wine, Jer, 23, 38. He that hath cy word, let him 


the wheat *? Whatſocuer of our owne we offer 
to annex to the word of God,in Gods account 
isas if wee added chafte to whear, by which 
addition the wheat can bee no gainer. They 
that gae about to mix trucand fa 

are like thoſe that take too big a graſpe, and 
ſolet what they meant to haue ſuſtained tai! 


and breake, as we ce in Tergboam who iningled 


Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing.And againe,ver.q.| 


ſpeake my word faithfully ;, for what 1s the chaſfe to] 


} 


j 


ſe religions, | 


truth 


> 
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truth and faiſhood,not changing the worſhip, 


[as hee thought; bur tbe'place and manner of 
| che worſhip onely, leftcbe kingdome ſhould 
| ceturcgevntothe houſe of David; that was the 


intereſt;whereunto he thought to make religi. 
on-ſtoope, 1 K:ngs 12.26,8c. Þut-wharcame 


| of it zHe madeanullity of religion and of his 
| and his poſteritics title co thekingdome. S4u/ 


bad a ſtrait command to:deftroy all che Ama. 
lekites, but becauſe inexecution of it be needs 
would interpoſe his -owne diſcretion, in ſpa- 
ring 4Agag, and ſome ofthe cartel!, God takes 
the kipgdome from him for it. Afſes will nor | 
yeeld to the King of Egypt toleauc one hoofe 
bebind him, of any thing thatdid belong vn- 
rothe[ſrachtes. Mordecay becauſe God forbade 
them to make with Amalck for ever, will 
rather hazzard his own and others ſafety,than 


| ſo much as bow the knee to Hamasn an Ama- 


lekite, Damelywhen God commanded to pray 
towards the Temple,/ will. not omit char cir- 
cumſtance of his prayer,though beccannor pra. 
ctiſc it without hazzard of hs life. This isthe 
diſpolitionof allwhoſe hearts are perfett with 
tacir God, they dare not pare away the leaſt 
lap from the garmentofreligion,nor adce the 


—__— —__@lr 


| leaſt fiye to this box of prectous oyntment; fot 
| 


in this curious clock-worke of religion, cucry 
|pio and whecle that is amille. diſtepers all ; 
And as we are wonatto lay afide cracked veſlels 
| and Giflempered watches,as vauſcfull, ſodoth 
Cod 


_—_— ——— 
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God difiempered and mixt religions, As to 
he lewes, a garment made of linſte-woolſte 
might not be worne :Soto vsa Samaritanreli- 


ured ; but as the ſtomacke loathes lukewarme 
fore Eliahexhorts the people to follow exther 


both ; ſoit's good for vs totake heed of ming- 
ling eruth and falſhood, whereof God is more 
impatient than of either of the two extremi 
ties apart. For one to be adowne right Papiſt, 
may be a (inne of ignorance ; but to blend and 
mingle with it, to picke and chooſe ſome tin- 


bur be a fin of knowledge : for if one were ful. 
ly in his heart perſwaded that Popety were 
Cl 


without a byas, but for aduantage halt wil. 
lingly betweene both, we cannot be accepted. 
'This we ſpeake bur for preuention, not know- | 
'ing what temprations after-times may bring ; 
[1x8 good preventing Phyſicke to know the 
cruth, 


iudgement of the Church 1s not infallible to 
points of faith & doarinzhence we may learn, 


thinke 


ST vp oftruc and falſe,rs not to be en+| 
water, ſo God lukewarme religions, As there-| 


God or Bal, and not to halt betweene them | 


tures of it toſerue our worldly turnes,cannot | 


etruth,he would embrace that,and cl-aue to} 
chat alone;againe, if our religion were thought | 
to be the right, that onely will be entertained; | 
but when we mingle thus, and will not runne | 


Secondly, ſeeing we have proved that the | 


hs 


» 


— 
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to take vp nothing meerely vpon truſt, noy to 
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1 thinke rhings are fo onely becauſe the Church! 
| hath ſaid it; this foundation ist00 ſandy for vs 


| en'the rocke, which istheword of God i vpon 


| ſhall not finde a word for inuecation of Sain 


—— 


to build our faith 


that ſhould be builc vp. 


which ground ina manner, the whole Fabrick 
of Popery will ſoone be ouerthrowne, (ceing 
all, or moſt ofthem,are ovly rook vp vpon the 
Chutches credit; for inall the book of God ye 


— 


worſhipping of I ,niverſality, & ſupre. 
macyot theBiſhop of Rome, purgatory, Popiſh 
indulgences, prayerin an vaknowne tongue, 
prayer for the dead, conſecration of oyle, ta- 
pers, and holy water, and all that rabble of ſu- 
ſirious ceremonies ; bur are the hay and 
ſtubble that men haue heaped together, now 
Many ger re to their ſeue- 
fancies, ti myſtery of - ity was 
come vato its fulneſle : for all dons we ng 
fies are founded,cither vpon the decrees of the 
Pope,or vawritten traditions,orthe i 
of the Church, or Scripture wrefted from 
natiue ſenſe to that which they are pleaſed to 
put vponit ; ſo that this principle of their| 
Church not erring, is that indeed on which the| 
very hy arg" Premier ; letthis| 
be taken away,and all comes quickly downe. | 


DP 
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| Thirdly, as the Apoſtle here exhorts Tims. 


thy, and tn him all Miniſters to rake heed how 
he behaues himſelfe in the Church of God ; 
ſo may we doe all Magiſtrates, both ſupreme 


Las. tt —_ an. Mw tt 
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| and ſubordinate, tobe circumſpe& and wary 
how they behaue them(ſclues in this Charch 
of God : for though the cMinifters be the Bees 
that make the honey, yet the Magiſtrates are the 


vp theſe vines; the Minifter deſends the Church 
and power, wherewith for that end Gad hath fur- 


bles, Ma2iſtrates the keepers ; the executine power of 
Ward and Sacraments belongs alone to Miners, 


it felfe affords vs motives. 
It is the houſe of God and it's reaſon the te- 


'they are Magiſtrates as well2s Miriifters; for if 


'negleQed, both hereſies and ſuperſtitions will 

| ſoone ercepe in, and carry captiue with their 

errors thoſe of the family. 

| Tt is the Church of Ged, of which good 

' Magiſtrates ere nurſes, Fſay 49.23; ast 

fore the nurſe is bound to looke to the childe, 

and gta os. with I food,and 

ke d , as they will anſwer to the 
"ents whoſe ehilde wide ſo Magiſtrates are 

| bound to defend and keepe the Church, tofee 


fon, 


a 


bines wherein it is made and kept 3 the Miniſters | 
are the vines that bring forth grapes, yet Ma-| 
Liftrates are the elmes that v op and hold 
with tongue and pen, the Magiſtrate with hand| 
wiſht him , Miniſters ave the Preachers of both ta-| 
but diretiue and roaftine, for the orderly and well| 

formance Selongs to Magiſtrates, And the text | 
nant ſhould keepe the houſe in reparation;and |. 


the ruines and breaches of the houſe bee once | 
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it nouriſhed with milke, and not with poy- | 
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ſon, that is, with truth, and not with error, 


as they will anſwer to that God, who with his 
-owne bloud hath purchaſed it vnto himſelfe, 
Aﬀ5s20,28. It is he Oeke of qr mr its 
no dilparagemcnt tor Aings. to- is 

—— was ; it Volues therefore doc 


now aſheepe, and then ,the Lord wi 
oneUay require it at their hands, as Zaban did 


at Jacobs. 

Ir isthepillar and ground of Truth, that is, 
the field or garden wherein Truth growes,and 
Magiſtrates the gardiners or kusbandmcn;and 
cherefore bound to ſce the good plants wate- 
red;the weeds and ſtonesrhrowne out that hin. 
der growth, the hedge kept. ftrang and good 
about it; leſt as rhe 


thorow into this Garden, and corrupt the 
ChriG, The like, Motiues are 
man lezzbel, which calleth her ſelfe a Propheteſſe, 


toteach and ſedue my ſernants ta commit fornica- 
tion, and 10 cet things offered 19, idols, Therefore 


Hens 


Church of God are (0 be ſuffered, Jobn 15.13, 
Ewery plant which my heapenty Father hath, not 
planted, ſhall bee rooted, 0ut; And who ſhould 
ryat them out, but Magiſtraces,to whom Gods 


Vine- 


enter through rheir negigenee, and pag | 
olons 


Serpent got into Eden,and | 
begwled Exe,ſo the Serpents ofour timescreep | 


' minds of any from that ſimplicity which is in| 
cuery where.ip | 
Scripture ſcartered ; | Revel,2.20. 1 hae a few | 
things againſt thee, becauſe than ſufſereſt that wo- | 


nzither Erzors,' nor their Authors in; the| 
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| away the high places , and the grones out of Indah. 


| ing his obſeruation cannot but be of moment, 


| when he was old, his wives tarned away his 
| we" with the Lord his God ; that is, fate 


| the Law of the Lord, andall Iſracl with him, | 


Vine-yard is committed ? 

Let s come ta the Old Teſtament,where the 
lives of Magiſtrates are repreſented,as the tice 
is in a glafle,that{hews both ſpots and beauty. 
2 Ghro. 17, Ichoſhaphat commanded the Prictts 
and Leuites toinſtru& the People in the Law, 
from che (cuenth verſe tothetenth; but that's 
not all,but in the ſixth verſe it is faid, Hs heart 
was lift wp inthe wayes of the Lord; lo that he tooke 


Let vs cait our eyes vpon the other Kings of 
Iſracland Iudah, and confider what God him- 
(elfe hath marked and obſerued in them, ſee. 


——_— 


like aſteriſines in the margents of a booke, Of 
Salomon Cod hath obſerued, 1 Kize 21.4.that 


heart after other Gods, and his heart wasnot 


ooſe from God,and then the Lord left off to 
doe him good : Of Rehoboarm,2 Chro.1 1.17 thai 
for three yeeres he walked in the wayof Dawid, 
but when 1 e had eſtabliſhed the Kingdome, 
and had trengthened himlelfe, hee forſooke | 


chap.12. 1, & 2, therefore in the fifth yeare of 
Rehoboam, Shiſhak King of Egypt came vpa- 
gainſt Iccuſalem,becaule they bad tranſgreſled 
aiaft the Lord : Of Aſa, 1 King, 15. 11, 
c. that hee did what wasright in the Gght 


of 


of the Lord, tooke away the Sodomites out | 
C 
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| of the Land,remoned all the Idols that his Fa. 


thers had made, remoned Aceh his Mother 
from being Queene, becauſe the had made an 
Idoll in a groue, and burnes her 1doll by the 
brooke Kidron, but the high places were nor 
taken downe; therfore ver,16.there was warre 
between A/a and Baaſha King of [ſrael! all their 
daies:yet thoſe highplaceswere but the groues 
where the Tabernacle and Altwr were which 
Moſes made, where before the Temple was 
built ir was lawfull for thaga to offer ſacrifice; 
yet thiswas that for which theLord is ſooffen. 
ded,becauſe when the Temple once was builr, 
ic was no longer lawfull ro ofter ſacrifice in any 
other place. Now when Almighty God ſhal be 
fo curious, haue ſuch a quicke and icalous cye 


vpon {6 ſmall an ouer-fight as this ; how fenfi- 
ble will he be, when marrers much worſe are 
tolerated and permitted ? TInde 3. the faith once 
given to the Saints. It was but once given; there. 


| fore if loſt;or any way corrupted, it will not be 


giuer) again:for it was given once for al,& isnot 
to be reucaled a ſecond time;and therefore he 
exhorts them to contend earneſtly tor the ſame. 
For out ſelues, wee have cauſe ro ma2nifte 
Gods mercie in our preſent condition, 'vader 
the gouernment of his gracious Maiefty, and 


toremember this day, which is the birth-day 
of his Majeſty; ſeeing vnder his ſhadow wee 
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enjoy the publike (profeſſion and practice of 
—_— ay livenot only a quiet, but ah 


\/ honeſt 


| 


— 
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| willingly ; to pray for them not formally, bur | 
| heartily z as for the inſtruments and conduit- 


wa 
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honeſt life; a blefling that we cannot prize too 
much, and ſhout therefore much inlarge our 
hearts withthankfulneſſe ro God, and loue to 
our Princes, to beſtow on them,nor onely one- 
ward obedience,burt alſo inward ,to afhit them, 
and be ſubiet to them, not by conſtraint,but | 


pipes of ſo great blefhngs,notwithflanding we 
the Miniſters of God haue bin bold to deliver 
from the mighty God of heauen and earth, to. 
conſcience bis vicegerent this impartiall and ! 
inflexible rule, not {aſhioned and bended by | 


the hand of man, but moulded by the koly | 


Ghoſt, that thereby we may diſcoucr whercin 
we haue fallen ſhort, and be caretull ro amend 

it : whercin we haue done well, and be encou- 
raged to doe it more avd more;that is,to make 
freer paflage for thetruth,and dam vp the cur. 
rent of errors, whether Popiſh or Arminian,or | 
of what kind elſe ſocuer ; for it's the Lords bu- 
Gneſle, and blefſed is the man that doth icdili. 
gently : for as any walked more perfectly with 
God,fo they had more perfect peace, & where 
vneuennes was found in their obedience, there | 
was it-alſo found in Gods blefling on them. | 
Though wickedneſſe and crooked wayes may | 
ger the aduartagetor a ſtart, yetby it (hal! no} 
man bee eſtabliſhed, Prou.12.3. And againe, | 
though vprightneſſe be ſometimcs ou-rwhel- 


med,yetlike a cork at laſt it will ariſe from yn. | 
i C 2 der | 
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}der watesr;the proſperity of wicked men,like a 
watry ſun-{hine,may for awhile continue, but 
the lace evening will bring a ftorme that never 
* | ſhall blow auer;he may flouriſh for a time, like 
a greene bay eree,bur at laſt (hal ſurely wither. 
Thoſe that are perfe&t with their God, may 
have a winters ſeaſon;but ſhal ar laſt be ſure to 
dourith, For if Gadbe gouernor of the world, 
lifpoſ:r of the things therein,according to his 
will, if good andeuill are done by him alone, 
then certainly it muſtbe well with thoſe thar 
feare him, andill with theſe that ſinne againſt 
aim; for it will be alwayes found « true and 
certaine rule, That vprightnefſe and holines is 
che cauſe of all our happineſſe,z and obliquiry, 
and ſinne the cauſe ofall our miſery. ) 


'* &.% 


{ dead, that is,in treſpaſles and ſinnes, | 


| 
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IIOHN 5.12, 


Hee that hath the Sonne, hath life ; and bee 


that bath not the Sonnegbath not bife. 


| 'HE Apoſtles ſcope here is to | 

| &* C) ſhewvswhat great priuiledges 

| w/ | wee have by Iefus Chriſt ; a> 
Lo hl LES! which this is one of the 
>. II Gn chicteſt, that bee rhar hath rhe 
Can II9z3 Smnyc hath life z that is, he hath 
the life of grace for the preſent, and ſhall have | 
the life of glory for ever; which he (ers our by | 
the oppokite,and that is he rhat bath not tHe Son, 
hath not life.So that this poiar lies cuidentlybe- 
fore vs,that Whoſoener hath not a ſpiritual life yo 
the preſent he is not in Chriſt and whoſoencr hath it, 
is in Chriſt, and ſhall line for exer , where theſe | 
rwo things are to beoblerued : 


Firſt,that everyman by nature is a dead man: ! 


Secondly, that yertherc is a life to be had ' 
that is contrary to this death, 


C 3 Firſt. 
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Ficſt, I ſay, every man by nature is a dead 
man : for life you ſce here is from the Sonne ; 
now there is no man-borne a member of the 
new Adam, but euery man is borne a member 
of the old Adamzand therefore in that ſenſe he 
is borne a dead man,though otherwiſe indued 
with a naturali life, For it the root be dead. 
as the old Adamis, all the branches, hat riſc 
from the root, muſt needs be dead alſo. Againe, 
(piriruall life is nothing elſe,but a coniunQion 
of che ſoule with-the ſpirit of God, even as the 
natural! life is a contunRtion of. the body with 
the ſoule;now as the ſoule leaucth the body, {o 
the holy Ghoſt withdrawes it ſelfe from the 
ſoule,whea it is diſioyated &diſtempered,and 
made vnfirfor v{c:for euen as a man dwels in a 
houſe while it is babitable,plaies ona muſical 
inſtrument while 4t is fir, victh a veſlel while ic 
is whole and ſound;but when the houſe growes 
ruinous,and inhabitable, hee departs from it ; 
when the inſtrument is vaſtrung, he layes ita- 
{ide;when the veſtellis broken or boared tho- 
row he caſtsitaway,and leaues it;euen fo doth 
che ſoule depart from the body ,when it grows 
rutmous, when it.is. made inhabitable through 
nortall diſeaſe, it layes it alide,as an out worne 


Spirit withdrawes it ſelfe from the ſoule of a 
man, when it is broken, and ruinared, and di- 
ſtemperedthroughthe'morrall dilcaſeof fine, 
and ofnaturall corruption, And this is the caſe 


of 


th. 


2arment : and after the ſame manner the holy | 
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of cuery naturall man whatſocuer,till he be re. 
newed by the infuſion of a new life ; and yer it | 
is the common opinion of naturall men, that if 
a man live inthe Church,and be baptized ,and 
pray,and hearethe word, and imbrace the true 
religi6 S&praiſethe outward durties of it,that 
he is(-ut of doubt)in the ſtate of this ſpirituall 
life; and therforc I thinke it would be an houre | 
well ſpent todiſcouer dead men tothemſclues, 
roperilwade men,that except theybe made new 
creatures except they be born againe, they are 
ina ſtate of death, and cannot be ſaued in that 
condition: for you ſee,he that hath notlife hath 
not the Son, and he that hath not the Son thall 
dye,the wrath of God abides on him for ewer,1oh. 3. 
vit, Now it 1s ſaid, XR 8, that men arc 
ſtrangers from this fe x rough the ignorance that 
is in them, and through the hardneſſe of their 
hearts. Marke itzthey are ftrangers from this life: 
Partly through 1gnoraxce, b<caule they arc 
ignoraht of this worke of life & regeneration, 
fy thiake there is greater latirude in religi 
on than there is, within which compaſle it they 
come,they are ſafe ; that is, though they be not 
ſo ftri,and ſo zealous, though they goe nor | 
ſo faſt to heauen as others, ye1 they ſhall do as 
| well as the beſt ; Ina word, they are ignoram 
what belongs tothis life,ſairh the Apoltle,and 
therefore they are ſtrangers to ir, 7 
Partly againe,they are (trangers,becauſe of the 
hardneſſe of their hearts, that is, either becaul« 
C 4 the: | 


, 
C 
: 


The New Like» 


= 
_— 


S1gnt, 


 }they are odiſtrafted &poſſeſſed with worldly 
buſtneſſe,that they canaat atrend ir,or they are 


'naturall life and death. 


"=_ cad and is aliue; ſoit is rrucof cuery man 


this implies a great change. 


OP — ITC 


ſo ſoaked & ſurferted w* pleaſures 8& delights, 
chat they are nor fenſible of the things that be. 
long torhis life,8: therefore they are ſtrangers 
roir, that is, they are not able to iudge of it, 
whether they haue this life of grace, ornot. 
Youwill ſay vato me, How ſhall we know it ? 

I anſwer, from thoſe properties of life and 
death, that we take from the fimilicude of the 


—_— 


wo” 


Firſt,a mar: may know whether he remaine in 
the _ er 10 he be a dead mow, 
by conſidering w have any change 

Chriſt, be 


wrought in him : For as it is ſaid of 


——_— 


that is in Chriſt, he was dead and is aliue : and 


There are many changes im a man : age 
makes & change, place and company a 
change,ceducation and cuſtome and experience 
make a change ;, but when a man is tranſlated 
fromdearh to life, it is another kind of change, 
it is ſuch ac , as if another ſoule dwelt in 
rhe ſame body,that a man thus changed canſay 
Ego non fum Ego. When his old luſts,his old ac- 
quainrance,his old rempratiogs ſhall come, he 
is able to anſwer them, and to ſay he is-notthe 
ſame man; though they knocke ar the ſame 
doore,yer there is another inhabitant come in- 


to the houſe and they finde not him they looke 


for, 


— 
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for. Even as you ſee whena graft is put into a 
Crcab-tree ſtocke,it changeth all ; the ſap, and 
the fruic,and the lcaues, and a!l are of another 
faſhion; ſo it is when the life of grace is putin- 
cothe heart of a naturall man ; ir changeth the 


is not a light alteration ; but as the old ftampe 
muſt be obliterace before the new can be im. 
printed , as the old building muſt be pulled 


kep in pieces, and new moulded, beforea man 


infuſion of the ſupernarurall qualities of grace 
and holines, I ſay ” x03.m+s tor euen as the 
earth may bring forth graſle & common wilde 
flowers of it wits, bur 1t moſt be plowed and 
ſowne before anychoiſe plants can grow there: 
even ſo theſe common natures, which wee all 


good; but before they can bring forth fruirs of 


fowne.Plowed,that is,a man mult be broken in 
bart, withan apprehenſion of his ſin,8 of Gods 
 eternall wrath,he muſt ſce himſelfe but a dead 
 man,and he muſt be pricked and wounded in 


the Sermon of Peter, who were priched in their 
heart; andcriedout, Men andbrethnen, what ſhall 


heart with the ſenſe of it,as thoſe inAZ.2.after | 


inward man and the outward, it changeth the| 
| whole frame of the ſoule. For(my Beloued)this} 


downe,before you can ſet vp a new; ſo this 01d} 
nature of ours,ina great meaſure, muſt bebro- | 


can be made a living man:which isdone bythe | 


' have, may bring out things that are morally | 


true righteouſneſle, they muſt be plowed and| 


; 


1 


| Simaile, 


Simile, 


Simile. 


we doe to beſaued ? Forthis is the plowing &rthe | 
| brea- 
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breaking of the heart, And againe,they muſt be 
ſowne too,thar is,there muſt be an implanting 
of ſpiritual graces, which change and renew vs; 
according tothat which you ſhall tin, Rows. 12, 
2. Faſhion your ſclues no more after this worla, but 
be ye changed, or metamorphoſed, by the renew. 
ing of your minde; and this is one way by which 
you may diſcerne whether yebedead'vr aliue. 
Secundly, when there is no action, when there 
is NO MUTiON in a man,you ſay heis dead;when 
a man a&s nothing,when he itirs not hi nſelfe, 
we reckon hima man:now this is the caſe 
of cuery naturall man ; heis not able to moue 
hand nor toot in the wayes of true godlineſſe. | 
If you ſay, I, but they areableto doe ſomc- 
thing, they areable to pray,to heare theWord, 
co receiue the Sacrameut, they are able todoe 
many excellcnt duties ot 1uftice and righte- 
ouſneſle among it men, 

I anſwer,its very truezbur yet the Scripture 
[peakes of certaine dead works as Heb.g.1 4. T he 
bloud of _ is ſaid chere to our conferen- 
ces from dead works chat is,al may be done 
| oy natural} men, and they are good workes in 
 chemſelues having al the lineamments of works 
rruli. good(as you know & dead body hath of a 
.1uing)but yet indeed they are but dead workes, 
chat 1s,they:may hauca golden out-(ide,and be 
very beautifull inthe hgh: of the doer, and 
iikewiſc.in the fight of men, buryet as Chriſt 
[peakes, be aloms.zable inthe fight of God. A na- 
rucall 
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turall man,you ſee thertore, may pay a certaut; 
debt of duty, and obedience to God, but he 
paies it in counterfeit coine,thathath the ſtam}; 
and colour,and ſimilitude of crue coine, yet ir 
conſiſts, if you look to the inwards,but ot baſe 
mec.tall.I remember a ſtory that Kemigimns tels, 
who was a Iudge in Zoraine,vnder whole indg. 
ment many hundreds of Witches were cor- 
demned vpon their owne confethon; ſaith he, 
chedeuill did bring them many boxes, thar 
had currantcoineinthem,to theappearance of 
the Witches,but when they came to vie them, 
they proued nothing butwithered leaues:I ſay 
afrer the ſame manner, Satan couſeneth naru. 
ral men inthings of greater moment, he ſuffers 
them. to thinke well of the good works ,and of 
the duries that they doe, ro make them rhinke 
they are currant coine;but when they come tv 


ia the time of extremity, at the day of 1udge- 
ment, they finde them to bee but withered 
leaues, fuch as God will not accept. 

The Apoſile ſpeaks,1 7im.z. of certain men 
which had a forme of godlines, but denied the 
power thereof, that is,that had a formall cuſto. 
mary performance of good workes,8 of good 
duties, with which the conſcience is ſatisfied, 
decaulſe it is ignorant and not ableto iudge. 
Satan doth with men in this caſe, as wee arc | 
wont ro dee with children;we rake from them 


make vie of this treaſure, at the day of death, 


_ gold & filuer,and when they falla crying, 
ſtop 


i. 


ha 
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| ſtop their mouthes with counters : So, 1 ſay, 
Sathan labours to keepe men. from che lively 
and through performance of good workes,and 
| of holy duties, and then ſatisfies their conſci- 
cnces with thatwhich hath but a forme of god- 
| lineſſe without the power thereof... 

But you will ſay, How ſhall a man diſcerne 
ir, whether thoſe good works that are good in 
| themſclues,be good indeede, whether they be 
good in ſuch a manner as they are wrought by 
him ? 
| 1 anſwer, you may know it by theſe two 


aQions,rthat is,cxcept theyproceed from 

an inward principle of life wichin,they are not 
good actions,they are ſuch as theLor regards 
not. Now you know thereare motions, as the 
| motions of clockes and watches,that proceede 
not from life, bur from art;ſo it isin this matter 
of religion : many good ations may bedone, 
mavygood motious in the waics of godlineſle, 
{ which yet may not proceed from lite,from the 
life ofgrace,burt from outwardreſpetsromen, 
from of hell, from feare of iudgementrs, in 
| ſickneſle from the apprehenſion of death and 
calamity ,in ſuch caſes we may be ſtirred vp to 
do them, & then,cucn as the wheels that are (et 
| a going by a ſpring,when the ſpring is downe, 
_ know they ceaſe tl:eir motion;locommo- 


y it is intheſe gocd fits, in theſe good mogdes: 


of godlinefle, when thac which fers them a 
worke 


| _ : Firſt, it is certaine,thatexcept they be | 
vi 


| 
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[in themzwheras you know'it is ſaid, 77; 5.Pras 


| chat we doc are bur dead workes, becauſe they 
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worke is remoued, there js an end of it; & ther- 
fore if you would know whether the workes 
that you do be right or no, ſuch as God wil ac- 
cept at the laſt day, conſider if they proceede 
from an inward principle, from a principle of 
life within. bo 

SeconCly,you ſhall know themby their co'd. 
neſſe; for coldneſſe you know is a ſymprome of 
| death. Theſe good workes when they are done 
-by anaturall man, yetthere is no life in them, 
there is no warmth,no viuaciry and quicknefle 


er jf it be fernent prenailes much: & Rom 12 Be 16 
burning mn ſpirit ſerning the Lord,that is,al thoſe 
duties that have not heatin them ,thar have not 
fire in them, God regards them nor; rhe reaſon 
is this,becauſe if no-heat be there,then is nonc 
of tis (ſpirit chere,&rhen you know our praiers 
are but the voice of our own ſpirits, the works 


are bur the fruits &efleAts ofdead fleſh, if there 
be none of the holy Ghoſt there : Now it there | 
be no heare there, t {ay,there isnone of the ſpi- 
ritzfor the ſpiric is as fire, VVhence you know 
it is,that our Seujor ſaith, 7 wi baptize you with 
the holy Ghoſt and with five; that is { will baptize 


1 you with the holy Ghoſt,which is as fire. And 


therfore you ſhall finde that holy men have bin 
viſually deſcribed by the ſimilirude of fire, as 
Chyyſoſtom ſaith, that Peter was like x man rnade 
all of fire, walking among ſtubble ; and to one 


that 


_ "_ co 


" © _— 


_ 


| berweene God and vs,it is fuch as warmes and 


Idroſſeo 


that deſired to know what kind of man Bafi/ 
was,it is ſaid there was preſented in aCreame,a 
pillar of fire, with this motto, Tali ft Befiline, 
Such a one was Baſel; and old Latimer when he 
was asked the reaſon, why there was ſo much 
preaching,and fo little practiſing, he gaue this 
reaſon, Deeſt ignis,fire is wanting : the ſame we 
may ſay in this caſe, There maybe a perfoc- 
mance, much performance, of many good du- 
ties,of praier, of hearing, of receiung the Sa- 


| crament,of worſhipping God, &c.but conſider | 
| whether there be fare,conſider wherher they be 
not done without that liuelineſſe, and that fer-| 
1 uency,that the ſpirit of God requires, whether 


they are either done without heat,or bur halfe 
baked,as Hoſea's cake was; and if ſo, they be bur 
dead workes ; whereas true praying in ſecrer 


quickens the heart,it is ſuch as brings the heart 
into a good frame of grace,and ets irright be. 
foreGodzand right hearing is ſuch as kindles a 
fre in vs,thatina tmeaſure burnes vpthe 

f ſiofull luſts and corrupt affe&@10ns, 
So that is the next meanes,the ſecond meanes, 
by which we may know, whether we arealiue 
to righteouſneſle, or dead in finne, to conſider 
whether wee: have any motions, and of what 


kinde thoſe motions and ations are, 
Againe, you: ſhall know isby conſidering 
what you coatend for molt ; for lite is ſweer, 
and eucry Creature would maintain his like, 8 
will 


1 
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willpart with any thing rather than with that: 
Soa man that hath this life of grace in him, he 
will ſuffer any thing, hee will loſe his life, his 
| goods, his liberty, and all, ratherthan hee will 
wound his conſcience, and violate his inward 
peace,and communion with God,becauſe that 
is as ſweet an1 as deate to him as life, whereas 
another man,he contends as much for his luſts, 
tor his profit, for his credit, for his pleaſures, 
| nay,for his ſins, and will rather ſuffer the loſſe 
ofa good conſcience, will rather ſuffer any vn 
euenneſle in his wayes towards God and men, 
ſufferany ſinne,rather than he wiil bepreiudi- 
ced intheſc things, becaule in this 1s his liſe, 
being dead to Chriſt, and alive to ſinne, 
Againe,ſuch as the food is,ſuch is the life. lf 
itberhe life of ſinne that a man lives, which the 
Scripture calz death, then the ſecret thoughts, 
and the inward affeftians feed on carnall de- 
lights,cither paſtpreſEr,or tocome;thar is,ci- 
- | ther he ſolacerh himſelf with the contEplation 
of what he hath had, or he feeds on that which 
is preſent, or he cheeres vp himſelfe with the 
thoughts and proieRts of thoſe carnall delights 
which are future; whereas a manthat lives the 
liie of grace, thecontrary is moſt acceptableto 
him:for euecy life drawesto it ſelfe that which 
is moſt ſutable,8& moſt agreeable to it; thar is, 
the food wherewith it.is maintainedand that 
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nothing elle indeed butthe application of that 
which 


wherein i: delights : Pleaſure, voluPas, being | 
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which is conuenientand agreeable to vs. 


[opeupy ahey mſelues MA ven: inreading, in 


man. For Chriſt the great She heard of the 
ſheepe isaftected in hb cale,as ſhepheards are 
wont to be,that ſay not to the e,ſhew me 
| the hay that Thave giuen you,bur me the 


| ſhew me the fruits and. the effe ts of” all your} 


—— 


Andif you ſay now, Butnaturall men may 


wh exerciſes. 

wer = ru frnry it is well, theſe 
chips are very & commendable,and not 
ro be omitred:but yer rhere is ſomething muſt 
be added ; for this 18 notenough, except we be. 
nouriſhed by theſe duties ,& grow by them;as! 
youknow it is ſaid, 1Pet,2 jr the ſincere malk 
of the word;that yon yn grow! ul 


and as your 
common ſayin iS, Shew we not t 


meat, but the 


lac & lanam, the wooke and che milke ; that is, 


-hearing & praying :for a man may be conuer. 

or (ru Fg: ima fetu life, | 
and for want of a digeſtive faculry within;chat 
| 15,007 her ao boa G4 Gi he 
may norbe nouriſhedghe may nor #row an! be 
pars. r= bor, bur be as a man inan.«- 


trophie,cthat cates very much,and yet is asleane 

and as ifhehadeate nothing. Of ſuch 

| che Scripture ſaith, They have 4 name 10 live, but 

gre dead - And they arc alway learning, but ne. 

ner the knowledge of the truth, that 
is,to the Muing knowledge of it. 

But now for the laſt property of life ; as it is 


rhe 
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the property of every, life, not only ro draw to 

ic ſel{cthingsſutable,bur ro expel] & oppugzne 

whatſocuer is contrary and hurtfull to it: ſo he 
thatis a liuing man in Chriſt Ieſus, though hee 
hath the celiques,and the wefts, & the remain. 
ders of ſin till in him, yet he 15 ſicke of them, he 
fights 8gainſt them, he reſiſts them continually, | 
Ith reſiſts ſickneſſe,or as a living fountain; 


and doth not reft till ir be cleate again; wheras 
another man werkes out thoſe good things, | 
thoſe good thoughts and motions tharare inie. | 


| Redand kindled in him(for ſome good moods | 


and good hrs they may haue) I ſay they reiect | 
them,and are ſicke of them,and weary of them, | 
and oft the meanes that ſhould increaſe them, 8 | 


| they arenot well till they haue gotten them- | 


ſelucs iato another clement : bur for the ſinnes | 
which are ſutable to them, either by difpoſiri- | 
on, of by education, or by cuſtome, thoſe they 

ſuffer to lyecontinually vnexpelled, and vare- | 
liſted, as mud in ponds and dead waters. And | 
this(Beloued )is agrear ſigne of death:for I wil 
be bold to ſay this, that it we lye in any known 
{1n,thatis, if there be a continued tract of any | 
{in that we know to be a ſin, that is drawne as a | 
thread chrough our whole conucrſation, be it | 
fornication,or adultery, or ſwearing, or drun-| 
kenneſle, or malice and cnuy, or any other , 1: 
ſay iris very dangerous, yea deadly, if it haue 


"12 [ing 


dominion it we lie in it; as you know a preuai- | 
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one,if ſhelie inone,it is 


well as a hundred : as a ſwine that pafſeth by a 
chouſand dirty puddles,and yet wallows bur in 
hto make her vn- 
cleane and filthy al ouer,as it the had done it in 


5.17 Whoſoenerts in Chriſt 1s a new creature,and old 
things are paſſed away gal things are become new.Gal. 
5 .2 4+ Whoſoener is 13 Chriſt hath crucified the fleſh 
with the affcttions of it. So that if there be one 11- 


| uing luſt in man, if there be one luſt pertectly l1- 


uing,it is an argument, that the whole body ot 
death 1s alive in vs; and ifit be ſo,we are yet in 
2 ſtate of death,and are not tranſlated 7s the glo- 
rious liberty of the Sonnes of God. And (ol haue 
ihewed you that euery man by nature is dead 


and thar if we continue inthar condition, anc 
arenot partakers of the firſt reſurreion, wee 
{hall neuer partake of the ſecond refurre&ion. 
Now we cone to theſecond,namely,that here 
ts alife that is contrary to this death, and that you 
may vnderſtiad what it is, you muſt know that ec. 
uery man by nature is inadead (leep,8:therfore 
he fees notthisdeath,norfeels it,nor regards it; 
for as a dead man feels not thathe is dead,ſo he 
that wants thisſpiricual life he is got ſenſible of 
| itztor the ſoule in the worſe conditien it is,the 
lefleir feelsit,though it benorſowiththe body. 
And therfore the fir ching that muſtbe done, 
co bring a man out of this miſerable condition 
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ling diſeaſe killeth,and one diſeaſe will do it as | 


more, The Scripture is plaine inthis caſe,2 Cor, |. 


in treſpaſſes and ſins,and how'you ſhal know it, | 
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of death, is to waken him, ro open his eyes, to 
ſee thathe is achilde ofwrath, and to ſee whar 
extreme need he ſtands in of Icſus Chriſt, and 
to ſceke and to long after himz;as a condemned 
man ap after his pardon, and as he that was 
purſued by the aveneer of bloud, in the old law 
came tothe City ot refuge, for lafery and for 
ſhelter: I ay,after that manner we muſt fir(t be 
awakened, This you thall ſee, Epb.s . Awake thou 
that fleepeſt and ſtand vp from the dead. That 
wakening therefore is the tirtk worke, And fo 
Rows.7. 9.(it is an excellent expreflion)laith he, 
I was once aline without the Law, but when the | 
Law came,ſinne reuiued,and 1 dyed; the meaning 
of it is this, before when I was ignorant ot the 
Law, I thought my ſclfe a liuing man, in as} 
good an eſtateas the beſt ; but when the Law 
came, that is, when I was colightened, when l 
ſaw the true mcaning of the Law ,thatl ſaw my 
(clfe, and ſaw fin in a right glaſſe, then fin was | 
alive and I died ; that is,1 tound my ſ(clte to be 
no better than a dead man. So that is the firſt 
work,that God doth toa man,whom he means 
to faue, to waken him ont of his dead fleepe,ro 
charge fin vpon his conſcience, & to ſet it vpon 
him topurſue him, as the avenger of bloud we 


| ſpake of before, VVhen that is done once,then a 


man will flie tothe City of refuge, that is, he 
flies ro Chriſt, as 196 did tothe hornes of the 
alcar, and he cries & cals earneſtly for the par- 


don of his ſins,cucn as Sampſon cried for water, 
| D 2 7 Grue 
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| Gime.me water, or 1 dye. And when aman comes 
thus to Chriit, thus humbled, then Chriſt ac- 
cepts him; and then he brearhes this breath of 
ligimo him, as God breathed the breath of life 
into Adam, and (o is made a liuing man, accor- 
ding tothat, t#h.5. 29. The time [hall come, when 
the dead ſhall heave the veyce of the Son of God and 
they that heave it ſhall live, that is, thoſethatarc 
ſpiritually dead (hall heare the voiceoftheSon 
of God, and thoſethat heare it ſhall livez for | 
when a man toucketh Chriſt by faith, as the 
woman touched the hemme of his garment, 
there gacs a certaine vertue ourfromhim,thar | 
 heates the ſoule,as that vertue healed her blou-| 
dy iſſue, And this is a thing much to bee mar- 
'ked, that even as you ſee when the iron comes 
'necre the loadftone, there goes a vertue from 
the loadſtone, that drawes the iromto it; (o 
though Chriſt be in heauen, and we are on the | 
earth,there goesacertain vertuefrom him,thar 

drawes ys to him; 8not ſoonly,but it changeth 
vs, 8& reformes vs,and =_ neth vs by thisin- 

e 


tuſton of anew lite,bythis tranſmiſhon of a cer- 


taine power and vertue that comesfrom him, 


You will ſay, But this is ſomewhat obſcure, 
what kinde of vertue is-this ? what kind of in- 
fuſion and tranſmiſhomis it ? 

My beloued,it is true, it is the great myſtery 
of life and regeneration; but as farce as it is ex. 
preſſable, we will explaine vnro-you. It is done 


afrer this-manner; Eucn as you fcc an arrificer, 


when 
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when hee goes about any worke of art, there 
goes a certaine influence from the skill that is 
ſeared in his mind,that paſſeth vpon the worke 
as he moulds and faſhions it, and fers a ſtampe 


vpon it,according to that7dea that 15 concejued 
withinz or as we fee, when the will moues the 
members of the body to and fro, there goes a | 
commanding a&ive power from the will that | 
aQs the members, and ſtirres chem according, 
ro the diſpoſition of the will; or as wee ſee im! 
the workes of nature,when the Bees make their | 


| combes, and the Birds their neaſts, there goes 


out a certaine inſtin&t from God, the author of | 
nature, that impels and inſtigates the creatures | 
to-doe according to their kind, Such a kind of 
vertue and powerit is, that the Scripture cals 
the vertue of his reſurreQion, that comes from | 
Chriſt& from theSpirit of Chriſt that moulds | 
and faſhions the hearr of 8 man, tharcommands | 
werfally in him, and that guides and direfts 
irn,to doe things agreeable to his will. And 
this is that, my beloued, which the Apoſtle 
fpeakes of, Eph.1,19, he prayesz that their eyes 
might be opened, that they might ſee the exceeding 
greatueſſe of his power, that workes im thoſe that be- 
leexe ; where marke this, that ir is called powey, 
that is,it i mot an empty jorme of godlineſſe, but 
an efſettuall prenalent power, that puts not vpon 
vsonly the waſhy colour of a good profeſſion, 
but thaedies the heartin graine with grace and 
holineſſe, that doth nor onely alter that ſuper. 


'D 3 ficies, | 


—— 


the courſe toa-quirecotrary po 
neſle, that we ſpake of before ,as the life differs 
che (hadow, as that which hath finewes and cb 


ticatiouſaeſſt in it,from that which is weak and 
powerleſle. This vertue and power that comes 


ofters,it dath not Qnly breed in the heart good 
deſires and purpoles, that when they cometo 
the birth, have no irength co bring forth ; bur 
it ſo. plants them in; the heart, that they live 
thece as the creatures liue ih; their, owne ele- 
ments, wheras'in thoſe that havetheirold bares 
and rheir old natures ſtill, they wither and va- 
f iſh away,es plants that are ing loilethat is not 
connaturall and-ſuralile to. them. Atd there. 
tore if wee would khaw: whether: this life-be 


cuer- wee have hadexperience of ſuch a | 
power and' yertue, -of ſuch an influence from 
<hrifi,that may change vs apdreforme and re. 
new vs,and make vs eotonely willing to liuc a 
aoly life, tohauc-our lufts.mortified, to pray 
icruengly, and to kegpe the Sablreth with 2elight, 
 burtharendblethv3ea doe theſe.things; allo 3 
23 the Apoitie ſpeakes;11 ane able to deballthings 
throngh Ghrift that frevgrtneth nee. $0 wadcli 


ficies, but changeth - the whole frame ot che 
heart,and OCT: af liſe,g: guides | 
the com- | 


— 


paſſe. And this differs from the forme of godli-. | 
from the piture, as the ſubſtance differs from |' 


trom Chriſt, when God meanes to make one a | 
living man, it dothnot only make-proffers and 


X> 


wrought in-vsorno, let vs-conkder whether | 


O_ FO OOO TT RE OOO 


W-. = IE "OO OO CE II—_ "__ 


— 


_— 


—_— 


* 


- CO en  EEEIFIL han. 


| The N ew Life, 


thall ſcrue to ſhew you, that we are by nature | 
dead, and thar yet there is a life ro be had that 
is contrary to that dearth. Now for application | 
ofthis, which ſhall be threefold, 

Firſt, let vs be exhorted co.belecue,thar there 
is ſucha life; for it 15 ſaid ;Cs/.3. that this life js 
hid with Chrift in God: it is hid, and therefore to 
| bebclecued; for things that we ſee, we need 
| not to beleeue, Now that we may know why 
ir is aid to bea hidden lite, let vs conſider, 

F rom whom it is hid, and 

\From whon! is it hid ? 

Ir iFhid from narerall men, even as colours 
arehid froma blind man, or as they are hid in 
thedarke, The colours are there, but they are 
hid'from man, becauſecither he wanrs ah eye, 
orhewanrs light co-ſee them, | 

Apaige with whatis it hid ? 

This ſpiritual life, this life of grace,is hid with 
this naturall life 5 we fee men breathe and live, 
bur this life iswithin, wearenot able co ſec it, 

Againe,itis hid vder abaſe out-ſide,even as 
Chriſt was hid vnder a Carpenters ſon. as the 
wiſedome of God is hid ro ws the fool:/hneſſe of 
{ preaching, as thoſe whom the world was h-r 
worthy of, were hid-vnder [heep-skinnes, an« 
goat-skinnes, Heb, 11 and as the great myſteric: 
of ſaluation are hid vnder the meane elements 
of Bread and Vine: afterthe ſame manner this 
life is hid 3 Tſay vader a baſe out-fide, becauſe 
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thoſe tha line this-life of grace, for the moſt | 
part are. baſe and contemptible inthe eye of | 
the warld:And this is thing that hides 

this life from vs. ; 
. And thirdly,iris hidden with the infirmities 

of the Saints; euenas you ſee this naturall life 
hid in aſwound, or as reaſon is hid in drunken. 


{nes;there is lifethere;and reaſon there, bur it is 


not ſcene. It cannot bedenied that the holieſt | 
men have many infirmities(as you know David 
and Peter what they fell inzo,'& becauſe of chat | 
we cannot ſee this ſpiritual life,buc arercady to 
chink,for the time,tharthere is no life in them. | 
And laſt of allthis life is hid from vs by miC- 
reports,euen asChriſt was hid from the world, | 
| being reported to be a Wine-brbber and 4 compar | 
xion of eluttons,& onethat caſtontDewils | 
cebub the Prince of Penile; thus he was hid : 
Ando the Aroſtle Pani, and the reft of the A- 
poltles were hid from che world after this man. | 
ner, In 2 Cor.. 6, ſaith. hee, Ve are as deceimers, 
theugh true, thatis;though we betrue; yer, ſaith 
e are deceiners that t,we are reported tobe 
deceitfull and falſe men. Therefore thoſe rhar 


L 


fate in great place, ſhould take ſpeciall heed 


how they admit-reports-+ far you ſhall finde 
this, that in all ages, in-all tories, men for the 
molt parthauve beene miſ-reparted, good ren 
| the worſt reported of,and cui{lmen the beſt fo 
that, if we iudge by reports, weſhall iuflifie rhe 


Wicked, and condemme the generation of the zuſt. 
} 
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[ ſay,all theſe waies this life is hid from vs;and 
theretore we muſt belecue it, though we may 
helpe our {clues alictle with experience, VVee 
lce there is a generation of men, whoſe lite is 
not in carnall pleaſures and delights, that giue 


is certaine that no man can luue without ſome 
delight, no creature can liue without it : ſince 
therefore their delight is not in theſe things, it 
is likely that there is another life that they liuc, 
that is,an inward and recired life,cuen this life, 
which is bid with Chriſt in God. 

Againe,you ſee there is a generation of men 
that are willing to ſuffer tortures, & impriſon- 
ments, yea death it ſelfe:and ſurely they would 
not be ſo willing to part with this naturall life, 
if there were not a better life, a lite that they 
ſet a higher price vpen : I fay, they would nor 
let this goe, if they had not hope of another. 
Thus we may help our ſelues with experience; 
but yet we mult belecue it. And this is the firſt 
 Vſe that we are to make of this,to beleeue thar 
there is ſuch a life, | | 

Secondly, if he that hath not this life is not 
in Chriſt, why then, my beloued, it concernes 
vs to ſce that we haue the fruits and effects of 
this ſpiritusll life in vs, that that change bee 
wrought in vs, that we ſpake of, that wee haue 
thoſe motions and thoſe ations, that proceed 
from au inward principle of life, that we haue 


not themſclues yp to (inne againſt God; and it] 


, 


FVſez. 


; that attracive dilpolition, and that expulfiue: 
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| holy Ghoſt points at aboue ail other ſignes of 


diſpolition which may empty our hearts of all 
knowne fin, which isalſoan effect of this life. 
And this further we mult chiefly looke to, that 
we loxe the brethren, which, for ought I fee, the 


this ſpirituall life zyou haue it,1 10h.3.14. Wee 
know L this that we are paſſed from death to life, be- 
cauſe we lone the brethren, You know a dead mer. 
ber hath no ſympathie with the reſt, but ali. 
uing member hath a fellow-feeling, yea, a 
quicke and exquiſite ſenſe within, when any of 
the members are pained or hazzarded, There- 
toce let vs labour to find this charaHer of life in 
our ſelues,by being affeed to our neighbours 
and brethren,and the Churches abroad; by ha- 
uing bowels of compaſſion ith vs, ro meltouer 
their condition,and rodefire their ſafety as our 
owne.For why ſhould we not ? are they not the 
lame Church of God as we are ? are they not 
bought with the ſame price,and are they not as 


would doe it to one as well as to another. 


deare to God > and certainly, if we ſhew love 
toany Church, becauſe it is a Church, wee' 


Agaire,we haue reaſon tocommileratethem 
for our owne ſakes, For we cannot ſtand atone, 
and God hath fo ordered ir in his prouidence, 
Luke 6.38. that looke what meaſure wee mete to 0- 
thers, intheir difireſle,mes ſha# meaſure the ſame 
to vs in our neceſhty ; and huw ſoone the fire 
may take here alſo,we know not ; But this you 


ſhall finde in the propheſie of Jeremiah, when 


the 


102 bitterly. becauſe they came wot to helpe the Lord, 
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| the nations dranke of the cup of Gods wrath, 
we ſee there the cup went round, euery nation 
dranke of it, ſome more,ſome leſſe. But if men 
doe not doe it, yet certainly God willrecom- 
pence vs with gocd if we doe it, with ill it wee 
omit it. For though hee ſeeme angry with his 
Churches for atime, as Davida was with 4b/a- 
lom ; yet as 1oab never did Dauid fo acceptable 
aturnins'l his life,as when he ſought to bring 
home Ab/a/om his baniſhed ſonne, though hee 
were angry withhim, (becauſc his inwacd af- 
fection was toward him all the while) ſo wee 
cannot Coe God a more acceptable rurne,than 
rohelpe his Churches, though for the preſent 
they (ceme to be vader the cloud of. hisanger, 
And doubclefie the Lord would take it excce- 


(as I hope we doe not and thall nor, )as you ſee, | 
lud.5.23,We fee therehow the Lord is affected 
in ſuch acaſe as this; Curſe ye Meroz, ſaith the 
Angell of the Lord, yea, curſe the inhabitants of Me 


tohelpe the Lord againſt the mighty. Marke, hee 
doth not fay, becauſe they aid them any wroxe, | 
but becauſe they rawe not owt, bur face (till; and 


ding ill, if we ſhould neg)e& our duty to them, |. 


you know therule, rhat hee that keepes not off an 
iniary whenhe may; he doth it. 
Againe, marke the groond-why rhey came rio! | 


our, becauſe irwas tohtpribe Lord axaiuſt the 
withty. When theenemics weremighty, they 


had refpectto their own ſafety, 8 fare ſil}, And 


that 
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and yetthe Lord takes it as done to himſelfe. 


{is ſaid, 1ſract is 4 bafowed thing to the Lord, my 


| from being devoured by trangers, we helpea 
| [ſrael ſo,though they were (ubic@ to many fai- 


that phraſe is tobe obſerued chicf] y they came| 
not to helpe tht Lord, At was not to helpe the 
Lord, but to helpe the Churches at chattime,' 


'But now on the other fide, as the Lord would 
rake it il}, if we doe it not, ſo certainly ifwe do 
it, he will rake it exceeding woll atour hands. 
This worke hath meat in the month of it it brings 
a ſure reward, Euen as the avke when it was 
harboured by obea-Exom , and others, it 
brought a bleſſing to them ; ſocertainly rhe 
Church brings a blefling tothoſe chat defend 
it; whereas onthe other ſide, when the arte 
was violate, andill vſed by the Philiftines, and 
the men of Berhſbemeſh, you know how many 
thouſands were ſlaine for-it. Vhence I gather, 
[f God would doe fo much for that which had 
but a typical holines,that was buta dead Tem- 
ple,where hedwelt but for a time,what will he 
doe if his living Temple bedefiroyed ? For the 
people of God are his living Temple: 7e.2.3.it 


firſt fruits ;, and e he that devoures it, ſhall 
end, andeuill ſhall come to him, ſaith the Lord, 
And therefore in helping the Church of God 


hallowed people;for weſee the Lord reckoned 


lings. Let.thistherefore ſicre vs yp codoe it 
fall out and in at 


| 
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home, and the viciſhrude of faire weather and 
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foule within owe owne hemiſphere may palle a- 
way.and blow over(as I hope it will,andI pray 
God it may) yet in the meane time, if any of 
the Churches (hall be ſwallowed vp,you know 


fore let vs reſolue to doe our beft,and to doe it 
in time, And this I will be-bold to ſay for our 
encouragement , they ate the Churches of 
God, and there is a God in heaven that ten- 
dreth them; and he is a God that delights to be 
ſeene inthe mounts, cuen when things are paſt 


great and mighty, yet when they goe about to 
oppoſe the Church, they are as a heape of 
firaw,chat goesabout to oppreſſe a cole of fire, 
that wil conſame themzor as one that deuoures 


as one that goes about to ouerthrow a grea: 
to powder ( they are all the Scriptures ex- 
preſhons, as you ſhall finde Zach, 12.) So,l ſay, 
the Lord will deale with the encmaics of his 
let this hope encourage vs todoe it the rather, 
profeſſion is, ſo your deſires and intentions are 
perſwaded, as Paul ſpcakes in another caſe, we 


ſpeakthe truch and lye nor, (for pulpirsare not 
rk flattery;) but we ſpeake as from God, in rhe 


that isa thing that cannot be recalled : Fhere. | 


hope zand chough their enemics be exceeding | 


a cup of poyſon, that will proue his death; or | 
| tone, that fals backe againe, and bruiſcth him | 


Churches, and will preſcrue them; therefore | 
For your Maicſty, wee are perſwaded, as your | 


| moſt reall and firme: and when we ſay we are ſo 


fight of God;aud a meilage from God may com- | 


forr, 


_—_— a —_—_ 
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| vs thatare ſubie&ts,letvs beexhortred to doour 
| parts,to contend & wreſtle with Godby pray- 


|to his Churches,& not onelyſo but thatwe do: 


fort,and cncourage,andconfirme you in it.For 


er,and not tolet him reſt, till he have giuen reſt 


our parts, that _ is within our compaſſe, 
eſpecially as any haue greater power & oppor- 
ndity of doi newe!, ler chem-confider that 
excellent ſpeech of eMoraecayto Hefter, Heſt.z . 
24. 1f thiu bold thy tongue at this time, delinerance 
ſhall appeare to the Tewes from another place, but thou 
and thy howfe ſhall periſh. The meaging is this;then 
there was an opportunity of doing good ro the 
Church, (as you know then in whar extremity 
che Jews were) therfore, faith he,if thou do not 
do it,thou& thy houſe ſhal periſh. For if any be 
ao impediment,nay if; vorey © not dotheir beſt, 
| pronounce this in the Name of the moſt true 
God,that ſhal make it good ſooner orlater, they 
and their houſes fhal periſh,and be as the ſtraw 
that we ſpake of, that opprefleth the coaleof 
fire. Burow the other ſide, if they feeke todelt- 
uer the Churches from his and their enemies, 
there 15 this great aduantage in it, it will moue 
God to deliver them from their enemies a- 
gaine,or make their enemiestobe at peace with 


them ;' as 8a/omon ſaith, hen a mans wayes pleaſe 
| the Lord fre will make his enemies at peace with him. 

Thirdly and laſtly, er vs be exhortedto live 
this life of grace, that is,to do the dutiesofobe- 
dience, wherwitlithis life is nouriſhed 8&main+ 


rained A 


1 
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rained : for ſo the Lord ſaith, Hee that kerpes my 


by its food;foa man lines by keeping the Com. 
mandements of God;that is,this ſpirituall life, 
this liſt of grace, it is maintained by doing the 
Commandements: whereas on the other fide, 
every motion eut of the wayes of Gods Com. 
mandements,ard into (in,is like the motion of 
the fiſh out of the water, every motion is a mo- 
tion todeath. And Othat we could think of Gn, 
ofcuery {in,as a motion to death, and of cucry 
good ation as a = towards life ; that 
wecould think this lite of grace to be far more 
excelient than the life of nature, or the life of 
ſinfull luſts and pleaſures,and delighrs! for fo it 
is.Surely that life which God and Angels live, 
muſt needs be the moſt excellent, 8 the fullel! 
of ioy;& this life they liue. To incourage vs to 
ir, let vs but conſider, how God interlaceth this 
life of grace with the life of ioy,& of peace and 

outward proſperity;as you {ce indiuerſc exam. 

les.Gideon,as long as hedid the ations of this 

ife, you know how he proſpered, but when he 


Ah 


Commandements, [hall line in them : even ys the | 
flame liues in the oyle, or as the creature lives | 


ſet vp a golden Ephod, after which the people | 


went awhoring, it was the deſtruQionof him 
and his houſe, S«/omen, how glorious was his ri- 
ling! as 8 bright morning withontclouds ,& ſo 
he continued tothe euenting of his life;but then 
when he began to ſbffer rebellions in his King- 


dome againſtGod in matters of Religion(as it 
IS 
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| hand againſt himyfor, faith the Text,he ſtirred 


is {aid, he ſet vp Aſhtareth, the abomination of 
the Zydonians,and Milcom, the abomination of 
the Amerites,&&<.) then God ſtirred yp rebelli- 
ons againft him, then it is ſaid that Hadad, and 
Rheſingand Terobeams his own ſervant, lift vp his 


chem vp for that cauſe : So that as long as Salp- 
mon did the ations of thislife, God proſpered 
him continually in a high degree; and when he 
fell from ir, he fell from that peace which he 
hacz ſo God interlaceth this life of grace, with 
the life of joy ,& peace,8& outward proſperity. 
The like you ſee in his ſon Rehoboars, for three 
yeeres when hee ſought the Lord, faith the 
Text,anddidtheaQtions of this life,2Chr.ir.fo 
loag he proſpered, things went well with him, 
& in 1er»ſalem;but after three yeers be forſook 
cheLord,and ſuffcredthe people to make them 
high places,then it is ſaid inthe text, in the fifth 
yeere of his Reigne(God gaue him two yeeres 
{pace)he poured out his wrath upon him and wp- 
on Jeruſalem by the hands of Shiſhack, the King of 
Egypr.Where it is to be gbſerued, that this cuil 
fell ypon him, not becauſe Shiſhack was angry, 
but becauſe the Lord was angry with him 
it 1snot aid,that it was Shiſhacks wrath but the 
Lords wrath ; he was but the viall, but the in- 


trument, through which Cods wrath was: 
| poured vpon him ; Burt an example you ſhall 
| finde of this moſt cleere in YFz2i4h,2 Chre.25.6. 

it is ſaid,that Yzz14h ſought the Lord all the dazes 
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of Zathariah the Prophet and as long as he ſought 
br poſer prof; red z 10 long as hedid- the 


and peace ranalong with it; bur after ver.10, 
When the Lord had helped him that hee grew migh- 


mets,though they be but cornets, yet 85 long as 


they begin to decline from cheir.pirch,& fall to 
the earch,they vaniſh; ſo when men forſake rhe 
Lord and minde carthly things, then they loſe 
their light, aud are difhpated and come to de. 
firuction; whereas you (ce on the other ſide,al! 
holy & good Kings,that lived this life of grace 
conſtantly, they ſhined in thedarke world, as 
ſtars inadarke night,neither _—_— lighe, 
nor _— from their place, And this you ſha] 
finde in all the ſtories of the Kings of 1/-2e/ and 
Tudab,thiat cither cheir ſuffering ofIdolarry and 
ſupecſtitionar home ,ortheir reſting vpon Aſher 
& Egypt abroad,was the cauſe of all their miſe- 
ry: 2h when they were indiftreſle,they ray. 5. 
to thoſe nationsthar proued as broken reeds;that 
di nor onely deceitic them, bur did run into 
theic hands. On the other fide you ſhal obſerve, 
thaz thoſe that lived this life of grace perfe&ly 
whoſe hcarts were pette& with God,that emp», 
tied out all rhe old leauen of 1dolatry and fu- 
perſiirion arhome,and in al their diftrefſes and 


wants truſted vpon God ; you ſhel: find, L ſay, 
| E _, Pro 
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Qtoos of this lite,the lite of ioy,and proſperi- 


ty, then (ſaith the text, bis hears was Lift wp to his | 
deftrattion. 'So that cuen as you fee blazing co. | 


they kcepealoft, rhey ſhice brighe, bur when | 


| 
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proportionably asthey did this, more or lefle, 
{o they proſpered. As youlee in 2e,(itisthe 
ts owne ſpeech to him, that was ſent to! 
him from the Lord, 2 Chy.16.) faith hee, Aſa, 
when there came 4 mighty army again} thee of 
ms and Ethiopians, that were (as 1t is inthe 
Chapter before) as theſands on the ſea for mutti- 
{ tude, yer becauſe thou reſtedſt on the Lord, he gaue 
thee the vidory oner them. Afterward a ſmall 
army dlcaped his hands. And why ? Becauſe he 
reſtcd on the King of Aram. Solikewilc lehoſa- 
phat, we (ce when he came backe from helpi 
Achab,at the batrell of Ramorh-Gilead, the Pros 
phet 1ch# meets him, 2 Chro-19.2, and faith 


is gone out againſt z. and ſo.in the next 
Chap.verſ.2. it is ſaid,that a great army came: 
from beyond the ſea,and /ehoſaphat was ſorea- 
fraid. Likewiſe when he ioyned with Achaziab 
to make ſhipsto go to Terſbiſh, the Propher F- 
liczar goes to-him, and tels him, that God had. 
broken the ſhips tZz/ow-Geber, becauſe he had. 


mare: /acob,thoughthe thing were good which 
he dud (as you know he might ſeek the bleſhing 
lawfully, for it was promiſed tohim): yer be- 
cauſc he vſed cuill meancs, Rebekab and hee by 
[a lyedecciuing 1/a4e, you know what: it colt 


many 


thus to him,9h CINE thou helpe the wic- | 
ked? wilt thou lone thoſe that bate the Lord? wrath | 


ioyned with Achaziahb the fon of Achb, 2 Chre. | 
20,35,36. I might. give you many examples f 


| 


| 


ſme was baniſhed from. his fathers. houſe | | 
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| many yeeres;and you know how much ſorrow 


j grace, as they'did the ations of rhis life, that is, 


| excefency and a ſweetueſſe in it, more than an 
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Rebekah had for it, cuen for failing inthe man- 
ner.So Daxid, looke what intermiſſion there 
was in doing the ations of this life, this ſpirt. | 
cuall life, you ſee likewiſe his troubles were. | 

Therefore let vs be exhorted to live chis lite 
of grace,(ccing we haue ſo great incouragemet, | 
I ſay, if you obſerve the Scriptures from the 
2 Chr,11.tothe end of that book, (which is ex. 
ceeding well worth your reading, where not 
only che ſtory of the Kings is ſer down, but the | 
cauſe of all the accidents that did befall them) | 
[you ſhall ſee all along, as they lued this life of 


as they kept tl:eir hearts perfect with God, fo 
their outward ioy and proſperity was accor- 
dingly;and the interruptions and intermiſſions | 
they found in this, was according to their inter- 

miſſion in that, Therefore let vs be exhorted to 
live this life : For certainly cucry life hath ax 


meere being, and as any lifeexceeds other, ſo 
ithath it mure; as the life of a man exceeds the 
life of abeaſt, and the life of grace exceeds the 
life ofa man, and therfore it is more capacious 
of greater ioy,and of greater griefe: On the 0- 
ther fide, as you know the zoy of the Saints is 
Unſpeakable and gloriows, and paſſeth al under ftax- | 
ding, {o the deſpaire and horror of conſcience | 
'again(t it, excceds as much, And let vs marke| 
this,that as he 14«t lines the life of « beaſt acſtroyes | 
E 2 bimſelfe 


_ 
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 himſelfe 45 a may, (0 hee that lives the life of & 
' man,that is, the life of reaſon onely, the life of 
| humane wiſedome and policy, deliroyes him- 
{clfeas aChriftian. Therfore let vs be extiorted 
co liuethislite of grace, which 1s beſt tor our 
| [*lues ; yea, let vs abuund in the ations of this 
life, let vs liue it as much as may bee; for one 
nan may live more in aday than another doth 
| ina yeere : for life isigaRion; {0 much as we 
doe, as far as we excrciſe this ſpirituall life, ſo 
much weliue ; and looke what time we ſpend 
 vainly, and idly; ſomuch of our life death poſ- 
ſefſeth, as-it is ſaid of the worman that lines in 
pleaſures, 1Tim.s 6. Shet is dead while ſhee lineth, 
Now the God of life worke this life of grace in 
thoſe in whom it is yer wanting, and in. 
creaſe and inlarge this life 10 all - 
thoſe in it is 
already. 


| 
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For fence the beginning of the world, men 
baue not beard, nor perceiued by the care, 

| neither bath the ege ſeene another Gel, 

if beſides thee,wbich doth fo to him that wai- 

| | teth for biw, 


= is particle For,whbich you have | 

| net for thefirſt word, hath fuch a re. | 
| RSS ference to thoſe before, that we. 
7 muſt rake in likewiſe the third 

| verſe, | 


When thou wares terrible things , which wee 


\ looked not for, thou cameſt dowueg, thi 
> | wountaines flowed done at thy fa ances) | | 
For ſauce the begmning,CFc. ex 5 | 


| Weknow inthe new Tranſlation theweltls | 
| E g are | 
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pare, x56d ſormcwhatotherwilc ; but it you looke 


— 


RC your books, you ſhall find 
che wma 0, reading we now vic,and that Ltakero 
be agreeable wr the originall,and neererthe | 
ſcopeot the Prophet in thur place, 


ſomewhat obſcure,bwt.in briete the plain mea- | 
preſſed with enemies, more potentand m 


ty than themfelues, the Prophet, in his _ 
name,and in chename.gf rhe people, makes this 


breabs the 5 4nd come dewne, hat the mOun- 
taines may flow downt i Ke.” 
And wherzeas it -Out onefmtics 


— —_ — 


are mighty,and as great.e5 mouvraines; Yet,O 
Lord px mountaines melt at chy-preſenee: Or 
euen as the water boyleth when —_ firebur- 


preſence. Aod this prayer is 


this 


8palhe, thou halt done gre 


heauens and come 

And ifitbe be wo be x hwy were 
ſome aher uſt all eg euils, thatbelall 
vs: the Prophet anſwerethno ;rhar it was not 


ning is thiszwhen'the people of Iſrael wese of 


prayer vato the Lord.; .Q Zard, wee beſecch thee; | 


—— —_ 
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neth vader4t ſq doe the than ye | 


reaſon ; O Lord ,heretoforethou wary bn 2 | 
rible things, againlt thoſe that "rowoked thee: | 


that wait for thee ; therefore, be ech thes a4 | 
extheualtdangheralon oerrarates 


the power of the creatuse, but theco 
Fo >WAc of the —_ at whoſe preſence the 


MO 


Thc wards; at thefirſt reading, feeme ro bel 
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| brought to paſſe: Fo this the Prophet anfivers 


for him, As.if he (hould tay, Indeed there is the 


I errors 


| +Þutnorro: Rand long inthe explication of 


—_ 


| ingenidens ly before you. 
{ Firſt;Thar even from the things that the eyc [cetb, 
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mountaines melted; that is, as a heape of wax, | 
or'lead ſinketh and falleth downe when hre is 
purto it, ſothe po nations melt away, | 
when thou commeit to doe any woike for vs. 
Aad it it be againe obiected, but there is. all 
the queſtion, whether there be ſuch a God- op | 
no, by whoſe prouidence theſe things are 


in the fourth verſe, For ſince the beginning of the 
world, men haue not heard, nor perceived by the 
e ; neither hath the eye ſecne another God befedes 
thee, which doth ſuch things for him that waittth 


teſtimony ofthe Scriptures, there is the witnes | 
otthe;Prophets, and evidence of miracles, that 
all things are done by the previdence of God, 
but yet (ſaith hee) I will leaue all theſe things, | 
andappealetothe works of Nature,cuents the 
things that the eye bath ſecne,and the eare hath 
'heard;forfrom them it is maniteft that there is 
'3Ged; andthat hee itis who hath done theſe 
terrible things which we looked not for. 


the words, you ſhall find theſe three points ly-\ 


and the care beat eth,it'is manifeſt that God is, and 
| that 45 be that doth theſ" terrible things that me loo-' 
| kedawt for. (31 ING 

-$ecundly,' That this God is one, axdihat ther: 


is x8 God beſtais $1the. taols and) the dune: hull god: | 
TIL E 4. of 
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of the Gentiles are wo gods p: 
prowoke him, ſo —_— and wonderful! things 


for thoſe who wait 
 Theſeatethethree points which ariſe from! 
cheſewords ; and of theſe inorder: And firſt 
for the firſt, That 
It is manifeſt from the things that the eye ſee. 
is, andthat it is providence that all things are 
dont in the wor 
Now we muſt know,that this point,7hat God 
is, and that by bis pronidence all things come to 


Firſt, by Faith, ourof thebookes of the Serip- 


the creatures. 

Out of the books of the Seriptures ; and that 

| you ſhall-fee;, Hib.11.3, By Faith we beleene that 
the worlds were made by God;and inthe fixth ver, 
He who commeth 10 God, muſt beleene that God ts, 


and that he is a remar div ve fm. ſeeke him, 
Here is mention made of the firſt way of know. 


.\ivg that Godin. | 
The ſecond way you ſhall haue ſer downe in| 


Rom 1.20. The inuifible things of him,that is, his 


1nz onderſtood by thethings that are mage : that is , 
though the erernall power aud God-headbe in 
| themſelues inviſible, yee « that are 
ſeence and heard,they may b« 


mani- 


Laſtly, 4s hee doth terrible rhings to thoſe that 


ah, andeare woes from day to dey, that God | 
s 


'ture, Secondly, by Reaſon, out of the bookes of | 


eternall power and God head, are clearely ſeexe, be- | 


p4ſſe; I ſay,thisis madeplaine to vs two wayes:| * 


made knowa and | 
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manifeſted to vs : ſolikewiſe, A#.17.27,28, 1/ 
ſo bewe might grope after him and finde bim ; for in| 
hins we line, and mone and haze our being : as if he 
ſhould ſay, The very things wee heare,and (ce, 
and taſte,and handle with ouc hands, doall de- 
| monſtrate that God is ; which is the very ſame 
the Prophet ſaith here, Since the beginning of the 
world they have not heard, nor underſtood with 
their eare, nor feene with their eye, anotber God be- 
fides thee, whith doth ſo for him that waiteth for 
him. For we muſt know, that che things renca- | 
led vato vs,arc of two ſorts : , 
Such as haue no impreſſion vpon the erca- 
ture, ſuch are the myſteries of the Trinity ,and 
of the Goſpell; theſe are onely revealed. | 
| - Others there are, which haue certaine cha. | 
racers of them ſet vpon the creatures, ſo that 
you may diſcerne them; and amongſt the reſt 
thisis one of the maine, that God is, and that by 
his prouidence all things are diſpoſcd, inhea- | 
ven and carth. 
And although it may bee thought rhat there 
are none thatdoubr of this, yet theſe proofes 
are vſefull, partly becauſe they ſerve ro anſwer | 
thoſe ſecret obieions of Arheifme,which we 
are all ſubic& re ; and partly becauſe they 
| frongeben that Principle in- vs, thas Go1 is : 
which is very neceſſaryco be confirmed, ſee- 
ing it is the maine and principall foundation of 
allChriſtian religion,and cann-ner ſufficiencly 


enough bee rammed downe, as being that that 
muit | 


— 
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hold the Yniuerſe,and lookevpon rhe building 
of heauen and. earth, wee ma 


earth; lerhanſce the courſe 


fore ter go naan thinke, tacbo pe 


whereſocuer the Screprurt 
{peake,there it is vietulbſe vs to hnue ancare 


generallbe- 


Firſt, therefore wo doe butin 


EL ly diſceene}_ 
thereingrhe eternull | power dof-rhe | 
waker of it. tm : > _ | 
Suppoſea man vp in | 
hollow cave of thecarth pho a houſerhete | 
builr, .and things neceſſary provided for him, | 

| 


and lethim afcerwrrls, eo int havercs to a| 
_ vieof 'and trot before) be | 


ht andfer vx of rheearth, and 
nw himſee us beauty of theSun || 
andfeele rhe hear ofir rr <iowy> windes, 


and ſee the ſwiftneſſe of the Jouds} the ebbing! 
and flowing ofthe ſeas, , hoapparſingf he ' the 


oy fearefulldarkonefſe thar I IE vpory he | 
ſerting of the $urine,and after thar the Moone | 
and 'Starzes,' lighted vp for the vie of men 


; 
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ha bake would be notwonder acall thac, 
which we by reaſon of long adiduity make no- 
thing of} It's atrue rule, Sapjentu oft rerier ary, 
nifetaraim canſas querere : a Wile man enquirer 

after cauſes wx manifeſt things, which another 
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man paſſerh over, and asketh not the ground 
and reaſon of. 

Andin this inquiſition,when he findeth that 
man is beſt of the creatures, and yet was vor a- 
ble to raiſe ſuch a roofe as the heauens,norſuch 


that ſome one. better and more able than man, 
wasthe maker of all theſe things, which man 
could not make himſelfe. 

Andifit be obieed, but this workeman is 


tobe ſeene. 

Fanſwer,tharas it is when: you ſee a magni- 
ficent Palace, the builder of that many times 
isnot'tobe ſcene, yer we will ſay it could nor 
be done but by fome wiſe Archite&t, whoſe 
 wiſedome and abiliry was anſwerable to the 
[worke :"'Og when wee fee a faire river runne, 
_ we ſee not the {ſpring from whence it 
"ucth, yet we conclude, that there is a well- 
head ſomewhere, that Pipanet rheſe ftreams; 
fo when we ſhall on 0 ſuvcciion of | erea- 
tures, paſling along by thetr generations,a wiſe 
man lk Goned there is Fptinetpſe a firſt 
cauſe, awel-head, whence they do flew;though 
he ſee it not. . | "SM 
But this is but ingenerall:if we ſhould bring 
you tothe particular abferuation of the crea- 


that theeyeſceth; and theeare'hearerh, that 
there is a God, by whoſe prouidence all things 


are 


——TS wm — 


tures,it wil be more cuident,cuen by therkings | 


afloore as the earth, he muſt needs conclude, | 


no where to be ſeene, though theſe things aro, 


| 


Obie, 


Anſw. 
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are diſpoſed ; and we willinitance in theſe par- 
riculars, TI 7 
Ficſt, we may obſerueby chat conſent, which 
aciſeth frem ſo many di and contrari- 
eties among(t the creatures z if you looke into, 
the fabricke of the world,you ſhall behold one 
ching contracy to another, one rhing fighti 

againſt another, fice deſtroying water, dri 
deſtroying moiſture,and moi 


maintaine the whole Vniverſe; how 
mander ? 

If zou ſhould ſee 
di&nant ſtrings, 
harmony, we would 
firian had the tuning 
intothe world,8 ſee ſo many contrary things, 


an Inſtrument 


that ſome skilfull Mu. 


there is ſome wiſe Agent, that incendeth one 
and remitteth another,and 
mixture ofall ? And this is the firſt thing wee 
are toobſcrue ; for how could ſo many oontra- 
rieties meet in one,except theywcre guided by 
one which is abouethem all, 

The ncxt thing among(t the things which 
the > rap ſcene, and the care hath heard, by 
which chis js, manifeſtedginghe firting and com- 
poſing ef onething to 
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edrinefſe,tec.\\ 
| yer wathall you ſhall Ro Socngne FAY v, 
come! ment,commt tobuild} ©] 
—_— ole 


could this be done but by me wiſe Com. 


they all broughtinroone| * 
it; and when we looke| 


and all thoſe brought to ſo ſweera harmony as| 
they are,muſt wenot needs acknowledge, that| 


— nd - — — —— _— 


. fitted one to another , the (heath to the knite, 


{ notanother tranſparent body, as theayre is, 


| 


{eb purpoſe ;. but vt ofthem all thus fitred the 
,one tothe other, there refulreth an vietull and 


| 


the colours, the two firſt had beene tonopur. 


So that. the very: things that the eye ſceth, | 
and theearec heareth,, makerh it manifeſt, thai 
there is ſuch a God asmailc ali theſe thiogs, I! 
_ looke into the fabricke of the world, and 
like, 


checarth,draw ſufficievt nourilhmernt from the 


of the Dejtie, 
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| 1fweſhould come into the ſhop of a Toyner, | 
or fome.cutiqus Smith, and fee there all chings 


the ſcabberd to the ſword, wee would ſay this 
-wasnot dune by accident,bur by art: when we |. 
come into the ſhop of Nature,and ſee there all | 
the workes of Nature, thus ſquared and fired 
one'to anether, ſhall we not alſo acknowledge | 
that there is a highand wiſe Agent, that hath | 
done all this > 

As for example : had God made the eye,and 
not colour for a fit obie& of the eye, towhat 
end had the eye beene made ? if hee had made 
the eyeand colours, and no light to diſcouer 


poſe and. if hee had made cheſethree, and 


through whichthe colours might berranſmir- 
ted totheeye, the rhree former had beene to 


works : the like we may (ay of che reſt, 


hold all other particulars, you (hall ſee the 


The Plants which thruſt their mourhes into | 


place where they aftſer;tberefore as they need 


ne 
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roots iN the earth, for the farther ſtrengthening] y 


no motion, fo they haue no motion given) | 
them, onelya natural! power to ſpread their 


of the bodies. 

Bur for the beaſts, which have nonouriſh- 
ment in the places where they are bred ,as they 
need motion, fo they have motion giuen them ; 
and as the ſpaces are different through which 
chey moue,ſoare their raotions different, ſome 
creepe, ſome go+,ſome fiye ; and as their meat 
is different, Shepbans different inſtruments 
to recciue it ; ſorne haue teeth, and ſome have 
beaks, ſome haue gooms only ; andnor ſo only, | 
but they have diftcrent appetues,and different | 
taſtes and {mels, according 'to their ſeuerall 
conſtitutions: ſo that you ſee all is firted one to 
another, The creacures,the motion, the meat, 
the appetite, the inſtruments of raking its] 


whereas were thereany dif 10n, or dif- 
agreewent in thoſe, t whole worke ſhould| 
be in vaine, h | 
If you take a Watch into your hand, and ſee 
there the whecles fitted one vnroancther, you 
will acknowledge that this is not done withour 
Art: when you ſec the ſame done inthe body 
ofa man, where there are ſo many bundred 
bones fitted one to another, ſo many arteries 
and finewes; ſhall we not acknowledge a great 
prouidence, which hath done all chis > This is 
the ſecorid thing to be obſerued, 
The third obſeruation is taken from thoſe] 
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ble creatures,the Seork,the Swafow,and the Ele. 
phant, whoſe ations, for the moſt part,exceec 
their knowledge,& are beyound their ſtrength; 
As for example ; they ayme at an end they 
know not, they goe by a rule they vaderſtand 
not, they vie the meanes that ten4 to ſuch an 
cnd,and yetare ignorant of it,all which argues 


that they areguided by one, who both knowes | 


the iournies end to which they ayme, and the 
way that leadeth'to it. Even as when a man 


ning, and at length comes tothe right end, he 
will confeſſe that ſome one hath ruled and gyi- 
ded him(through ſo many turnings)cl at knew 
the way : ceucn {o when we ſhall (ce theſe crea 
ruees doe things, and that conſtantly, and yer 


bare Nature, but ofthe Author of Nature: and 
therfore as theſe ations are aboue their know. 
ledge, ſo they are alſo aboue their abilitie, 
which you ſhall ſec in the art of the Spyder,curi. 
\ ouſly Dining his web, and the prouidence of 


the wiſedome of the Conies, that being « people 
not ſtrong, yet they make their houſes in the rockes, 


paſſed thorow a way full of many tur. | 


know not what they doe, it is an argument that | 
they are led and guided by one that workes a{| 
their workes in theni and {or them. hence the 
ſaying of the Schoolmen,opus Nature,&c.the| 
worke of Nature is ngtthe worke of meere and | 


the CAntproudirg in the Summer for Winter ; in| 


eftesthart proceed from bruit and vareaſona - | 


| 


—_ 


; 


| 


are 


o 
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Hand it is.4 {ure rule, that whercſocuer effe ts | 
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rig of the \y 
hey.proceed ; and therefore w 


oof wenn provi, Bs 
dome nor prouidence in them,they muſt needs| 
eecked from (ith igher Cauſe that | 
thera : hoe agar you el -- Zr | 
written by anew ; i Vie 
it's the writing of him thar aided his bagd-ote 4 *- 
ther than his owne. If you ſee a hundred}, | | 
arrows ſhot out of thicket,andal} theſe ſhould} | 
hitthe marke,though you erdenm amber 43 
thera, you mul reds fa ſay that dndetty- 


= moſt cire® 
Power that gui 


chingsth eg and thivia the  thintd- F 


"Abverch thing, hing,by Shieh rhe innifible thing 
that is, rhe eternall Power and God-head ir made\. 
manifeſt ts vs by thethings that the eye ſeth, a 
the eare braveth ; iis the prouident proviſion || 
hat is made for ull thecreatures,Ifyou ſhould 
| Jcomei into a well ordered Common-wealth, or 


Ray way and ſhould ſee all their things done in|: 3 bo 
ded for all the family in due}, © 
dmc burp on, we wonld not doubr bur that}; 


£ . 
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| cothis order; | 

| - And ſhallwee not acknowledge this ſame, 
| when we ſee it done inthe great houſe of rhe 
world; where ſo many millions of men beaſts : 
| are daily fed,and cloathed,and ordered ? Take 


]-uidence,” how ſoone doth the who!e family 
| feele the wanrof it? and how doe we thinke 
\that the great family of the world could be 
[hepe,withou | 
HE there were buta rowne, -or avillage to be 
{planted, how many things were neceſſary to 
. Tmaintaineir? Iwillname but one, Fſal.104.20-/ 
{ thatis, the prouidence of Gad in bringivg the 


1 needs, we would <rr— x itto be the pro- 
4 not acknowledge the ſame, when we ſee God | 


{bringing tn water into ſo many particular pla 
4ces ina Country? And as in feeding, ſoin cloa- 


j defending and- in ning then: againſt | 


| there is 2. gouernour,thateaſtstheſc things in- 


buta ſmalfamily,if there be bur alittle irmpro- | 


t aſpeciall prouidence toorder it? , 


watersand the ſprings to many ſeuerall rowns. 
If we ſhould.ſee theſame done in a greathoule, 
water broughtby pipes into cuery roome that: 


\uidence of him that iſo; and {hall we | 


| thing ſo-many creatures z if men'ſhould cloath 


them, how would the mu todoe it.> Bur 
ee hehcommmaed e -eartiito bring | 
forth graſſe, ſo he hath. commanded the skins | 
| of beaſts ro bring forth haires, and feathers, 
0d wooll; toi befir.cloathing;for them, And | 
| 884's40 ing, fo his providence is alſo 


the \ 
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-and hornes, and ruskes to defend them, ttiole 


bidechemſclvevin , and (which Jzobegk 
wed) the weaker cragtortagnggns ore 
thee, the ſtranger goealone; fc 

50 ig wultieudes;no-man nonlipaſt 0 
before-thens 2. this yowſhall knde 


Fas ifthe were Ty garde fav chewiſes iS 2 | 
dome 8 proviſion in the houſe of Salewan,how | 


much mare when we look intothis greathouſe þ © | 
of the world,where there arc ſo-many vprifing' | > 
and down-lying, that muſt hane bread & meare 
from day to day?how nance ſay,fhould | 
weadmure, and acknowled 9k Fins ja” 
dence of Gol ,which of Kos 
them their neue inlur ſos This is the 31 
obſeruarion;: i 2» 

The fthiarehen\feons thecombinationand 
Pavement 
dependence z.men | 
Co beaſts ro feederhem, the |. 
beaſts cannat live without grafle- 7 rlangery 
them, that canzorbe maincamedaithour the : 
influence of the heauens tc Wc 
fubordinarion you nr + my wget " 

14 
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| 1 will beare the heanins, tud- the heanens ſball heare 

| rherarth & the earth ſhal heart the corne, Whence | 
' | weway reaſon thus :; Either-this was done by 
_ | accidenx;or by providenge z - 90t by accident, 
for ſo you may as well fay,” chat a mulcicuile of | 
fide tters caſt rogether by chance, can make a 
Fs ob.1 as, cer this eon- 

»4 gexion,,: and- dependance of. the; creatures, 

auld: come to pafle by accident : andif ic be 

_ be by accidens, rhen 4 it is by prouidence ; for - 
© Fithiscan no mage be dane without providence, 
=, Jrban aiflory.or Pace, there cagbea de- 
oneword-of. ſentence vpon' ano- 

5 without heart of wit and reaſon i in him 


\ FFatbet mein xy pane 
| ol ors n 
= be alhis workes; even'astheskiliof an Arti 
+ may Uenbribheinakts. hen we ſee the 
i, +7 of a man made, we acknowledge thatic| 
Fovas done by the skill of him that made it ;: and 
thallnot we acknowledge: tt in the maker! of 
nhimſclfe ? When we ſee a galkeeye, an 
ſary tooth, anda wooden, Jegge, we lay it is 
ie oe none nate 
eruea ce and.wifedome; itn 
| the makicg of ithemembers cthemclues 2: for 
| \ a7 + mgm that- aredone bynature; | 
=: that-are dane»by art; for art dork? 
- | but imitate nature; Andthatwhich # imitated, 
| is better then that which. doth imitate : _ 
» all 


he dented 


a man-ſees, heisreadyt 
by accident, but b nary pope | Fo. 


| whict char Spheare doch bur imitare,'0 


no: further in rhis, burevmetomake 
 pheation, 


ofthe ure,hereare ſomany proofes,guen | rs 
from rhe things: that "the eye ſeth; und that the | 
card hedves; thas God s, by who% Providencealth) F. BY 
things eome ropaſle, irſhovld 


Faith in ther firſt 8 main Principle;th« rnd | 
or thouph an obie& may belcchioby « ſmall | 
ighe, | yet when: more candlegate dv; py in;} 


hen thece 19a greater weelce: the | 


— 


Artiſt; andiffo certainly tho ching it ſelfe | Co 
ee Noted Tn = : 
wifedome of him SOT: 


Sad . 


| 


ny : odit& more ' cleate/ahd 'diſtin@ly : ſo| x 
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though we belecue byFaith har God is,yer the 
addition of moxeArgumients ſhould ſtrengthen 
'v$ inthis belecfe, and confirme this concluſion, 
'andadde more to our aſſent to it : For(my Be- 
loued) though ir benor obſerued, yet it is cer. 
raine,thatall tharyneuenneſle,all thoſe excrbi- 
tances whichare fonnd in the lives of men, doe 


proceed from the weakeneſſe of rhis Sprip, ' 
thattheſe firſt Principles are nor firmely and 
' {thorowly beleeued. Men will not neglect Re- 
{ligion Frogether, neither will they make their 
{hearrs pertet with God 1n all things ; and; 
[whence comes it but from this, that this firſt 
Principle is in part belecued, in part not belee.. 
ved? that is, they ſay intheir hearts, it may be | 
there is ſuch an Alnughty God, that made hea- 
wen ard earth, and it may benot: and therefore | 
will haue ſome care in the dutics of Re- 
ligien, bur a full care they haue not ; whereas | 
if theydid belecue it fully, they would ſerue 
him with a full and perſe@ heart. 
| But is this all the vſc that is to be made ofit>! 
3s this all the Prophet driueth to in this place ? 
No, his very ſcope is to ſhew vs, that it there 
be ſucha on it is ke that doth the 7err/-/ 
{ ble things that are done to vs: they come not ro | 
paſſe by accident , therefore we ſo propound | 
the point, that by the things that the eye ſeeth, | 
and theearc hearerh, it appeareth thae there is | 
fuch a God bat doth. terrible things which wee 
looke not for. If it be not by chance and by ac-| 
| ay F 3; cident, | 


al. 
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cident, nor the wi 


and mercifull things, both the 


[1ue without God in the worls, 


and doth his 


i ditchor quagmire, he: | 
by nature 


Deſt ro get out;lo menare 


fajch and wiſdome 1s to foreſee & fo 
ro come,and to preuent it. Sauf when he was 
a ſtrair, hceconld ſecke tothe Lord ;but then 


extremity, and had no other refug 
to praycc infickacdle, in danger, agd extremi- 
©y3 but then it was£00.; 


it withteares : Burwhy did they dee it no ſfoo- 
ner while it was yet time ? Certainely it pro- 
cceds from a (ecret Atheiſme and Vabelecfe, 
towhich wee gre too fybie, which makes vs: 


[ 


—_—— 
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Eutry man, when the evillis ypon him, ftar- Y , 
:1c5 at it: as a beaſt when he fals and finkes into |* 2 


| hon cha beds {s 
ing was palt helpe and recouery,he covld ſceke | 


nor þ. 
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ſedeme and cndcuours of | 
men, but the Lord, which doth both terrible | 
and the e. | 
uill which befall vs,then let vs lineby faith, and | 
not by ſenſe, that is, teare him, and meet him in] 
che way,while its yet time,leſt we fall into the Þ 
error of the 1fraclites here, to haue terrible | 
:Vings done to vSbefare we looked for them. For | 
chowgh wee belceue there is ſucha God, yet if]. 
we doe otherwiſe, we forget the Lord, and we 


ſenſe, tg expedite themſclues our of — We 
1 yea theyarein it, but the 


flye.to the hernes of the Alzar 328 men vie to flye| 


I 


| 


| 


he would not anſwer him,neither by Prophet, Jt F 
nar by Yrim nor Thummin, lob when he was in ie IT | 
e, hecould | 
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| fare bis calling and eledion, that his ſoule may 


ever; and 
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| Astht Oxe tothe ſlaughter, and the Bird to the 
ſnare, ſo webe led to deſiruttion,and conſider it not, | 
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not to be moned with any forewarnings, till we 
feele the euill it ſelfe vpon'vs :*And therefore it 
is ſaid here, Terrible things are done to ws that we 
looked not for. 

Death isa terrible'thing, yer becauſe it's ap- 
prehetided asa'thing afar oft, who cunſidereth 
the ſhorrneſſeofhis life, while ir's time to wake 


not 'vpon vncertainties ? Hell is aterri- 
blething, to conſider that the Soule is immor. 
tall,and tharchere is mother place ro liue in'for 
*whoconſidersthis in time, and 
takes it ro heart? Outward Calamities that be. 
fall a Church,or a State,ora particular Perſon, 
acc rertible; but who conſiders them in time to 
prebenrrhem ? This is,atid ever hath beenethe 
natureof man in all times; wee thinke we will | 
do&it wodd & modo, but fill wee are pur off : 
therefore let'vs not, as thoſe in Amor, Put the 
ewill dry farre from vs, and draw neere to the ſeat 


of iniquity,(for thoſe two commonly goe toge 
; bur, lei befall vs that Salomon ſpcakes of, 


; 


till-a dart ſtrike through our liner : but let vs doe | 
ſomewhatin rime;and not deferre and pur off; 
for the very delay brings miſchiefe, When the 
blow comes (as I ſay)every man feares,bur be. 
fore we carenot; bur wedocas thuſe,who be: 
cauſe the hand of the Dyall proceeds infenſi- 
bly.conſider not how the houre paſlcth, tillthe 


| 
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ſtroke ofthe Bell giueth notice. 


dium clepydranm now exhanrit, & vitimus itius 
quercum non cedit ; It 1s not the laſt ſand that 
doth exhauſt the houre-glaſſe, nor is it thelaſtÞ 
ſtroke that doth ouerthrow the oake ; that is,it » | 
is not the next immediate cauſe that brings e-| 
uill ypon vs, as men commonly thinke,but it is} _ 
che precedentacts, ar 0-4 decayes, that | 
were long before that blow came vpon vs. And} -* 


it's ſaid of old age,there 1s no man that is FE 
that thinkes he may not liuea yeare longer ; (o| 
wee are ncuer brought to ſo low anebbe, but} 
wee are aptto thinke we ſhall hold out yet a 
yeare,and a yeare longer. So that as the 
| wing fals before the Traveller, and draweth 
bima lictleand a little further, till at length he 


#435 


| rity, Wc Thinke as thoſerin Fſay 56- To —_ | 
a4 


It isa wiſe and true ſaying, Exeremum flillici-| | 


who knowes whether we be not now vponthe |. 
very Tropicks and turnings of Times?and yet as} > | 


TSS |. 


we are apt to doe as that foole,that becauſe he 
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ſha bee a340 day, and much more abundant ,that is 
an obſeruable place; ſaith the Prophec,there is 


cannot barke 5c, but looke to their owne way enery 
ome; andyet ((aith he) my people ſay, Come bring 
wine, wee will fillowr ſelues with ſtrong arinke, to 
morrow ſhall be as to day and much more abundant: 
[ fay, this is naturall co vs: 

Beſides, another gfound of it is, becauſe we 
ſee dangers come,and goc,and paſle away, 1nd 
yet the blowes come not vpon vs; and therefore 


ſaw the river ſliding away, ſtandeth vpon the 
ſhore,and hoperh at l-ngth that all will be palt, 
that he may.go over dry-(hod,and: conſidereth 
not that there is a {ſucceſhon of waters, which 
will continue it : ſo we conſider not that God | 
hath anarmy of ſorrows, when he hath afflicted 
vs.ſeuen times, yet he addeth ſeuen times more, 
and if yet we continue obſlinate, he can doe it 
ſeuen times more; till at length his wrath ſwell 
and grow ouer the banks, and carry all away 
before it. That expreſſion you hauc it the Pro- 

phecy of Nahum. | 
Partly it is againe, becauſe God is not ſecne, 
becauſe God is forgotten in the world : the 
creatures which ſhould be as a glaſle to help vs 
to ſee htm more clearely they become as thick 
clouds to hide-God fromys; we looke vpon the 


ancuill neere vato you, and the reaſon is, he | 
| Watchmen are blinde, wm are dumbe dozges, they 


wallot rhe creatures,bur we look not vpon him | 
that 
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| that ftands behind ir, whochangeth rimes __ 


| feſt conieure ofhim, is as vncertaine as the: 
prognoſticationisof the raine, ſnow and wind; | 


(eaſons,as he doth the weather: Sothat our wi. 


we ate ready tocompure future things, as wee 
computedaicsand yeeres,aud forger that God 


and carelefle:Bur Dawidthought not fo, Fſat-31. 
LACy times are in thy hands, rh 


of my greateſt friend todoe me good, but my. 
timesarc inthy-hands; for ſothoudiſpoſeſt of 
cher as-it pleaſeth thee, , 

And therefore let vs bee exhorted toreckon 


dangerto come, while it is yetafar off. Fire may 
bee given toa traine of Gun- 
| way from theplace rowhich the blow'is in- 
tended : therefore it was a wiſe obſeruation'a- 
mongſt the Romans, that when Hannibal was 
belieging Sigwntiom;a Ciryconfederate of their 
{ Allies, which wasfarre enough from Rome, 
they thought every blow was giuen to it, that 
he was euen then beating vponthe wals of the 


Capitel z therefore they tooke no lefle care to 
| revent thedanger inſuchadiftance, than if it 

already ſeized- vpon them : So no doubr 
when the enemic'is afſaulting the Churches 
afar off, hee is euen then firiking at the root of 


this 


_ 


that is the diſpoſer of theſe, and{o grow bold} 


ſhould ſay, They arenotim the hands of Sas!, | n 
nor inthe handsof Doeg, nor ineny of mine o- | 
nemies hands, to-doe me hure, nor in the hands | 


icour greateſt wiſdome, to foreſee the greateſt | - 


agreat| 


2 As 


_ 
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= Church and Common-wealth, 

It isa teuerule,when the cuill day commeth, 
its time of ſpending, and not of gathering, it 
muſt be done before ; it is too late to fetch the 


the Bridegroome commeth; therefore they are 
called fo9/iſh Virgins, becauſe folly is improui. 
dent,it ſtands in the valley,and fees not the cui! 
afore it be vpon vs : wiſedome ſtands vpon a 
hill and deſcryes the danger, and the cuils that 


(give me leaue to ſpeake, for we are the watch. 
men which ſtand vpon the watch-tower, and 
and muſt giue warning,that we may deliver our 
 owne ſoules, leſt your bloud be required art our 
hands)I ſay,it's certaine that euil is intended a- 
Sainſt vs, and will come vpon vs, except ſome- 
thing be done to preuent it. For there is a coue- 
nant betweene God and ys, and breach of co- 
venant cauſeth a quarrel , the quarrel! of God 

ſhal not go vareuenged:he ſaith co'the1/raclires, 
|Lenit,26.25. Iwill ſend a ſword vpon you, which 
[ball anenge the quarrell of my conenant ;, As if he 
ſhould ſay, There is a coucnane, and you have 
broke that couenanr,& therefore I hauea quar. 

rell,and I will ſend a {word to avenge my quar. 

cel}, Now the quarrels of Ged are not raſh and 

paſlonateas mensare,& therfore he wil not lay | 
them aſide without ſomerrues: real ſatisfattio 


oyle when we (hould vie it,cogoand buy when | 


are afar off, before they approach. It's certaine, | 


ſhould ſee morethan thoſe which and below, | 


—— OO —_— — 


If we will notbelecuc his word, yet ſhall we | 
| not 
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| 


notbelceue his ations ? hath he not begunne?! 
are we infatuate,and ſec nothing 2 doe wee not 
ſee the whole bedy of thoſe that profefſe the 
crutch are beſieged round about through Chri. 
tendome? at this time are not preſent enemies, 


diſ-ioyred toreliſt them ? are not our Allies 
wafted ! are not many branches of the Church 
cut off already,and more in hazzard?In aword, 
haue not our enterprizes beeneblaſted,and wi. 
chered vnder our hands for the moſt part? have 
not things beege long going down the hill, and 
are cuen now haſtening toa period?and donot 
wee ſay now that ſuch an accident, and ſuch a 
miſcarriage of ſuch a buſineſſe, and ſuch men 
are the cauſes > But who is the cauſe of theſe 


crackes togiue warning before the fall of che 
houſe? are not theſe the gray haires which Hoſea 
ſpeakes of, that are here awdthere pon v5 and we 


ſigne of 01d age ard approach vntodeath, 
And are not all theſe things arguments e- 
now that God hath begunne with vs ? will he 


| leave his worke in the middle > No certainly, | 


you ſhall ſee what himſelfe ſaith, r Sam, 3. 13. 


When I a__ le make an end. Samuel had threat- 
ned teartul ivdgments againſt the houſe of Ez, 
but becauſe they liued long itt peace, and were 
not ſuddenly executed, they were ready to 


not only Ricred vp,bur vnited together,and we| 


cauſes ? is it not he without whoſe prouidenee| 
2 Sparrow fals not to the ground? are northeſe| 


diſcerne them rt ? Gray haires you know are 8|- 


"I 


—_ eddie .- \ , — 


— _—— __—___ 


thinke 


. -— 


Y 


y 


' Dawd, what was the cauſe ofthe famine ; and 


—_——_ 
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patient,'& long before he begun, bur notwith- 
ſtanding when an he would alſomake an 
end:wherefore I beſcech youtor our own fakes, 
and for the ſake of the Churches, let vs well 
and ſeriouſly confider this; doubtleſle there is 


Lord will nor returne vato vs, and cauſe vs to 
proſper inthe things we put our hands vnto., 


enemics, hee wondred at it, and caquired the 
cauſe, 8 except that had binremoued, though 
it had beene for many yeares, yct he ſhould ne- 
uer haue had ſucceſſe,nor bxought the children, 


chink the words of the Prophet were but wing; 
therfare God tels them, that ic was truc,he was 


ſomewhat for which God is offcaded; and if} 
there be, certainly. till that be taken away, the | 


When 7Joſ#4 faw the people fall before their | 


: 


] 


| 


threatnings, to bee vnderſiood with a condi. | 
tion, But a moſt remarkable example you ſhall 
find,2 Sarm.21.2, VWhen there fell out a famine 
inthe daies of David, he knew the natural! cauſe 
was thedrought, but he caquired atter the ſu-| 
 pernaturatl cauſe, as wiſe men ſhould doe; as | 
Jacob when hee ſaw the Angels aſcended and | 
deſcended, heenquired who food on the top | 
of the ladder and lent themto and fro. Ezekie/ 
inquires who ſtands on the top of the wheele ; 
but fooles looke onely who ſtands on the next | 
faire or ſtep : whereas wee ſhould enquire as 


] 


it | 


—_ 


of 1ſ5ael tothe Land of Canaan, though God | 
had promiſed it, for Gods promiſes are as his} 


— —— — 
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| houle, becauſohe had broken his oath with the 
| Gibeonzres, which was done many yeares be-) 


itwas anſwered him; it wasSex/and his bloudy 


| fore; 1 ſay,ſo we (ſhould deenn all thecalamt | 
ties, afictions and extremities that befall ei-' 


perſon ; ſearch what the cauſe is. I finde the: 
| phraſe vſed- in'2 Chyo. 12. 7, faith the Lord 
there, 1 will not at this time powre out my wrath 
vpen Teraſalem by rhe bands of Shiſhack : where 
obſerue, that though Shiſhack was the tramedi- 
ace inſtrument, yet it was not. Shiſbeck his 
wrath,Shiſheck was but the vialthrough whi 

hiswrath was powred out, Where you may 
obſerve this connexion, that when any affliti- 
on befalleth a Stare or Church, or a particular | 
perſon, it is becauſe Godis angry, and hee 3s 
[never angry bur for ſinne z and till ſinnebere; 
| moued, his anger is never laid aſide,time wears! 
{ it not Out, as itYorth the anger and palhons: of 
mea. And thecefore it is good for vs to com 
pound with the Lurd, and'to take vp this (uite 
| vefore it come' to execution and tdgement, 
and not todoe as ill-husbands and prodigals 
doerthat ſuffer a ſuire to run 6n,and charges tg 
grow from Te meto Terme, left we be ibforced 
to pay ;hot only the maine debr, but thearrera- 
ges alſo, that is, the time of thar patience and 


long-ſuffering of God ; and not inchis world| - 
onely, but in that which is to come. It is apps-| 
rent that God'isabout a great worke, yea, t0| 


ther the Churclvin general], or any particular | 


make 


k 
». 


| his children. If you obſerve the Scripture, you 


{ troubleth the Churches, and commonly when 
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make a great chavge inthe world,except we do 
as it were hold his hand by ſeekingand turning 
vnto him,and by remouingthe things that pro. - 
uoke him : he dorh not lay all chele ftones,and 
moue all theſe wheeles for nothing, 8 yet who 
knowes whar it is he is about, till it be brought 
forth > ſuch a metaphor I inde, Pro.27.1. ho 
knowes what a day may bring forth ? it's a meta- 
phor taken from a wombe 3 there is no man 
knowes what is in the wombe of to morrow,or 
what euillto morrow may bring forth.Sa#/ lit- 
tlethought that the next day travelled of fuch a 
birth as the oucrthrow of the armies of /ſrae/, 
and the death of himfelfe and his ſonnes. 766 lic. 
tle thought thas the next day had in the womb 
thereof the fall ofthe houſe,and the (laying of 


(kall find that there are certaine ſeaſons, where. 
inas the Angell troubled the poole, fo God 


God doth it ro one;he doth itto all, 2 Chreo.ls, 
5,6. And at that time there was no peace to him 
that did goe ont or in, but that zroubles were to all 
the inhabitants ; for nation was deſtroyed of nati- 
0n, and citieof citie ; for God troubled themwith 
all aduerſity. Where you ſhall obſerue, that 
where Godt once begins to doe it, all the Chur- 
ches come in, in the end ; and whence was it ? 
not becauſe ſuch an accident'fell out, and ſuck | 
offences aroſe betweene Princes and Princes, | 
and Nation and Nation, but God had troubled 


them 
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| cup went round,when it was gluen to one nati- 
| or, todrink,cuery one taſted of it,though ſome 


chem with all kind of aducrlity , bur eſpecially 
ler.2 5.15. anotableexample you ſhill ſee, the 


more, ſome leſſe. So that, I ſay, there are cer- 
caine times and (ſeaſons wherein God troublerh 
the Churches, and that very thing thatdiſtin- 
2uiſhes betieene Nations and Churches,to be| 
ſaued orto be deſtroyed, is the very ability to| 
diſcerne of thoſe ſcaſons , Oh that we were a- 
ble now,and willing todiſcerne that ſeaſon, 

I will give you two inſtances: When defiru- 
&ion was to be brought vpon ers ſalem, when 
they were tobeled into captiuity,theLord was! 
aboue tweaty yearsabour it, many warnings he 
gaue them by his Prophets, he brought Nebs- 
chadnezar neer them,and took him away again; 
& what is the complaint he takes vp againlt his 
people ? ſaith he, The Storke and the Cranes know 
their appointed times, but my people know not the 
indgements of the Lord, Tholecreatures feele and 
forcſce the Winter, and betake themſclues to 
ſome warme place, There is a judgement a 
comming, there are warnings enough, but my 
people cannot _difcerne their ſeaſon. And fo 
when the laſt blow was ts be giucn rothe /ewes 
by the hands of the. Romans, you ſhall {ce how 


| pathetically our Sautour expreſſerh it.0 url 
; ley, Feruſalem, if thou hadſt knowne in this thy day 


the things belonging to thy peace, but now they are 


r1me 


bid from thinc eyes. Mark,jn this thy day;there is8 


: 
: 
% 
» 


«a 


ſentence of his reie@ion.co be rerra&ed ; No, 
| 


euil is yet in theclouds,beforcthe ſtorm come, 
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time & ſcaſon, and wh& 3, time is exceeding 
| (witt, and paſleth away. There is ſuch a day | 
whercin if 7er#ſalembadicencit,thedeftrution 
had bin prevented bur now thetime is paſt : Tr 
isa thing worthy obſeruation, that there is a 
double time, which we ſhal ſee obſerued in the | 
Scripture : There is a time of preparing, and | 
threatning, and no more but threatning, and a | 
time ofexecuting the decree; ſo you thall ſee it | 
expreſfled, Zephan.2.1,7.5 earch,or, Gather your | 
ſelves together, before the decree bring forth, before | 
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you,&:.T here 
 isa time of whetting his glittering {wotd, and | 
fitting the acrow to the bow, before the blow | 
begiuen; there is a time of patience, triall and | 
long-ſuftering, before he- /weares in his wrath, | 
they ſhall not enter into his reſt;put when thetime 
is eome, when the-word is once gone out of his 
| mouth,when the decree 15 gone forth, then, as 
Samuel! ſaid to Saul, when heewould have the 


faich he, rhe ftrength of 1ſr acl is not 4 man, that he 
ſhould repent, 2 Sam.15.29. Theretore while the 


whilethings ace preparing, while the fword. is / 
whertiag, the! beegiuen, before 

the decree ;bee comer forth, tet vs ſearch our 
ſelves and meet him, co-prevent it. Theeuils | 
which men intend againſt vs may prove abor: | 
tive; they mayeither dicin the wombe,or elſe | 


a—— 


they may travel! with miſchieſe, and bring forth | 
| x 4 


— 
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4 tze,chat is, formewhat contrary to that they in- 
iead;; ſed fate viam inuenient,but when God in- 
| tends eny cuill againſt any,what power (ball be 
able to ſtop him 2 the deſtruions of God will 
fnde a way which we never dreamed of, as we 
lee oft by experience; Yel puntts temporis maxi. 
a vertamtur, even 10 & point | 
of time the-greateſt _ are turned vplide 
downe. My beloued, we all affe& the praiſe of 
wiſdome ; and wherein doth wiſdome chiefly 
conſiſt, we ſhall ſee, Dent.32.29.0h that my pes* 
ple were wiſe : what to doe ? is remember their lat. 
ter end; as if wiſdomedid therein conſiſt: So in 
Prog.22.3, A wiſe man ſeei the plague afar off, and 
hides hinsſelfe, but a foole goth on, and ©: puniſhed; 
it's aMetaphor taken from beaſts,tharfeelethe 
ſtorme before it comes, 'and then hide them- 
ſelues ta their dens z bus the Foole goeth on and 
puniſhed; that is,cither he is wgnorant and ſees it 
aot, or elſe heis beſotted and ſtupified, and ſo' 
| caceleſſe to prevent it. So:Pro.1 4.16. The wiſe 
man ftareth and þ from exill, but the foole 
man 


rageth and «s pe he} 
teares theeuill of iudgment,theeuillofpuniſh- 
meant, he fearesthe1 t tO.COMme therfore 
he departeth from rtheetil of fin that brings itz 
| as 1oſeph foreſaw the famin, & hid both himlelfe 
and others from it by prouiding againſt it : ſo 
lob when his ſons were banquerting yhe feared, 
leſt they had ſinned, and bla 4 God in their 
hearts, and therfore he roſe early and _— | 
or 
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for tham : but the foole rageth and is confident ; the 
word in the origiaall is to paſſe on whatſoever 
comes of it; as Balaemwhen the Angel wet hin 


went in,yet he would not be ruled, but he went 
on,and you know the ifſue:and 0.4444 when he 
went tO Ramo:h.Gileed, though Micaixh fore- 
| 
| told him, yet he would goe on, therefore came 
| _ home - his _ accounted re 
e and generoſity not to feare ou 
ſeethe Wike-man faith here, thata Sian 
 feare»and deparrsfrom euill. 1ndeed there is a 
| double feare, there is a feare that ought not to 
| be, that cauſeth the thing wee feare ro come to 


the feare of Saul, that ſet him aworke to ſecke | 
 to' the Witch, which was the very ching that 
brought vpon hirn that he ſeared ; ſuch-was the | 


| feace of the /ſ aclires, which made chem feeke to | 


"Egypt andto 4fbuy for help, which brought vp. 


a feare we (hould lay aſide: but there is a good 
feare which cauſeth the thing thac we feare,not | 


ſecke to God ; ſuch wasthe feare of /eboſaphar 


f 2 Cbro.20. 3. When there was a great multicude } 


came againſt him,he feared,ſaith the Text;and 
what did rhis feare fct himon worke to doe ? 
He ſought the Lord and proclaimed a faſt thorowout 
all Indah. Now this feare was a protirable feare. 


withadrawn {word to ſhew the danger that he | 


paſſe, that is, ſuch a feare as ſcts vs aworke to | 
1 vſc cuill meancs to prevent the euill ; ſuch was 


on them the thing which they feared; and (ue | 


to come to palle, becauſc it ſers vs aworke ro | 


the. 


G 2 7 which | 
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| deliverarice ::ſuch was the-feare of /acob: when 
Eſau came againſt him wich 400.men, hee was | 


|aworke co pray, and 10 wreſtle with the Lord Al. 
hefeared,nor ro || 


[come to paſſe: ſuch was the feare of 19ſias when} 


| feared; and what did that fearebring to | 
His heart melted ((aiththe text) within bim, and | * 
he humbled —_— $euy before the Lord, and | 


| 


anvſetull,and profitablefeare,thateauſerh the 


which canſed che thing he feared, not to come 
ro-paſſe;for by thismeanes he had a wondertull 


ſore afraid, and what did this feare 2 it ſer him 


mighty ; this cauſed the 


he heard the booke of the law read,and there- 
by ſeeing the danger that was like tocame, he 


therefore the did-norcome to 


paſic in regard of himſelfe ; for hee had word | 
ſeat him'by the Lord, that hee ſhould nor ſee}. 


that cuill-in his dayes. ;/Sothar there is a good, 


thing we feare, not tocome to paſle ; and this is! 


the teare that the Wiſe-manfpeakes of, Pro. 2814: 
14: Bleſſed is hee. that fearetb alwayes, but hee that\\.- 


hardeneth his heati;fhull. fall into exill. 1' will not' 
adde any more: another maine thing ro which: 


the Propher driveth, is,thatas the Lord dorh 347] 


rible things tethoſe that provoke him;to rhoſerhar 


will nortake warning 30 likewiſe hee doth won«|: 
arows things for theſe that wait for bim. I am-{or<|| 
ry I hauenat opportunity to addethis tothe v2} 


ther z but [ (ce thertime is paſt; therefore here 
ſhall be an end, 
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T heed that you walke therefore circum- 
eftly(or exabtly) not as foolts but as wiſe. 


N theeighth verſe ofthis Chap- 
J.rer, the Apoſtle layeth downe 
this concluſfton.,, ow mere once: 
darkneſſe, but now ow are light in 
the Lord, walke therefore as children 
of the light; this he carrics along 
by ſome Arguments, anddrawes ſome conſe. 
Raries from it,among the reſt this is one, Take 
heed there fore that you walke exatily, not as fooles, 
but as wiſe.” As if he ſhould ſay, Now the dark- 
neſſe is gone; now youre ſet vpon 2 hill, now 
you are inthe broadlight that all men may ſce 
you, now looke to your ſelues, now (ee tha? you 


in theſe words :. 


watke exattly not as fooles but as wiſe: ſo you haue | 


j 
Firſt ;a command, or an exhortation laid on: 


| _ G 3 them. 


Coherence. 


I 
Diniſion. 


—_ _ _—_—.—  . 


| ExatW alking ; | 


it 


Vs 


Simile, 


. | fooles but 4s wiſe. 


——_— 


fooles, but as wiſe;, as if he ſhould ſay, It is your 


them, Walke circumſpettly, or exadly, 
Secondly,that is backed with a reaſon Not as 


wiſdometo doe (o, it is folly to doe orherwile, 

Thirdly,there is prefixed before ic a meanes 
how to doc it, Take heed,or Conſider;that is,it is 
athing thar will not cafily be done,ir is a ahing 


chat will coſt you ſome labour ; aman any er | 
uti 


a buogling ation withour confideration, 


he will doe a thing exatly, he muſt take heed þ 


vntoit, Take heed that you walke exattly, not as 


I will open the words in particular, when I 
come to handle them. 

Before I come to the particular points which 
theſe words afford vs, ſomething wee may ga-! 
ther from his particle Therefore - Therefore a | 
relative particle, it hath reference to that whic 


went before, Tow are children "TT Ft 26 | 
c es 


walke exa&ly, not as fooles, but as wiſe, T 


that is, ſince youarethe children of light, fince| 


you arethoſe vpen whom the Name'of God is 
called, fince you profeſſe the feare of "God, it 
behoues you-to looke to: your ſelues that you 
watke exatHhy.1n a table vpon which a Picure is 
drawne, before the pi&ure 1sdrawne, the ble- 
mithes,and blots,and ſcratches-vponit,are not 
obſerued : but when the picture is drawne, a 
litrle blot is oþſerued in it : ſoitis with men in 
this caſe,a man before he be regenerate;before 


he is madea childe of light, while he walkes in 
| darkneſſe, 
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darknefſe,while Gods Image is not drawne vp- 
on him, the ſinnes that are in himare not much 
obſerued, becauſe there is no great difference 
berweene his generall carriage and ſome parti- 
cular failing : but when the Peece is drawne, 
that.is, when Gods Image is ſtamped vpon him, \ 
and renued in him, then the infirmities, and | 
ſinnes, and failings, that he falls into,cuery man | 
is ready to obſeruc them and marke them: and | 
therefore we ſhould in a ſpeciall manner looke 
to.it, becauſe our condition is altered, whereas 
before we were darkneſſe, now wee are light ; | 
Whereas before wee ſtood in the crowd, as it | 
wereamong the reſt of the people, now we are | 
fer vpon the ſtage ; every man markes what we | 
doe: nay,if we ſtand ſtill and doe nothing, it is | 
| obſerued ; and ifwe doe,anddoe that which is 
vadecent,that is obſerued too : now when eue- 
ry one of our actions are obſerued, it behoues 
vs to looke the more what we doe, to (ce that 
we walke exa&tly, This thing I wiil not preſle 
becauſeit iscommon. 

Onely the Vſe that wee ſhould make of it is 
this, to ſee what God and men looke for from 
vs; when we take vpon vs the protetiion of ns 
feare,his glory is engaged in our carriage, ther- | 


. 
: 


fore we ſhould walke exattly, not as fooles , but as | 
| wiſe, 

Againe, as any man 
faith (forthere bedegrees,) as any ſtand in a 
| higher place, they muft looke to it more as they | 
| G 4 are | 
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Conhderation 

neceſſary to 

«xa waiking- 


Conſidet ation 
what. 


Three things 


| in conſider a- 


tion, 


I 
The minde 
dwe!is en the 
ation, 


{ATC in moreeſtimation and glory, ſo they muſt 
take-hcedoof falling rothe ſcandall of their ho- 
lyproteflion ::bur 1 will not ſtand vpon that, 
Now Icome to rake the words as they lye, 

Conſiderthercfore, or Take heed that you walke 
exattly : forthe walking exatHy, conſideration is 
required you ſee 4 now the queſtion will be, 
what this confiderarion is ? It is a thing that is 
little taught andnor well vnderſtood,and ther. 
tore I will alitcle open it vnto you, that you | 
may know what thisa& is : 4tis'a thing oftde- 

(cribed in Scripture; 7 conſedered my wayes, and | 
turned my feet to thy teſtimonies, Now conlidera. 
tion (to deſcribe it ro you) is nothing elſe, bur 
anac of the praQicall vnderſtanding, whereby 
it retles and ſtayes vpon its owne intentions, 

and comparing them with rhe rule, it proceeds 
tolay a command vpon the will and affeRions, 
to pur them in execution, I ſay, it isanaR of 
the practicall vnderſtanding,whereby ir ſtayes | 

and refle&ts vpon its ewne intentions,&c, for 
there are many ations that paſſe fromrhe mind 
of a man;that he dwels not vpon,bur they paſſe 
preſently away, theſe are not refle@t aQts, they 
are not ats of conſideration, he dwels notvpon 
them ; but when a man dwels vpon a thing, he 
will not let it preſent]y paſſe from his hands. 


þ — 


Firſt, they are in the intention, and then hee 
lookesbackeby confideration,when a man will 
ſee what is in his minde, he willlooke round a- 
bour as it were,and returne vponhis heart, as 
it 
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it iscalled inthe Chronicles, if you returne to 
your hearts ; I ay this is neceflary, this is one 
part of conſideration, bur this &#notall, aman 
may dwell vpon his actions for another end. 
| Therefore when this is done, inthe ſecond 
| place this is to be added, that a-man fodwell 
vpan his ations, as that hee compares them 
| withthe rule: he ſers chem both together, and 
therefore in Pro.4.26.that which is called con- 
| | fideration inanorther place, is there called Pox- 
| | dering ; Ponder the wayes of thy feet - the tHeaning 
| is, conſider the wayes of thy feet, Now you 
2 know what Pondering is, when you havea thing 
ro weigh, there mutt be ſomething to weigh i 


|. [in meaſuring, there is the thing that you mea- 
fureby : this is the ſecond thing to bee done in 
conſideration, tocompare it with the rule. 

But yer this isnor all : forthere may been 
comparing ofaions and intentions, with the 
ruleby whichir is ſquared, when yetir is not 
conſideration : a Scholler may take a thing in- 
roconſideration, whether ir bee true or falle, 
whether itbe apractike or aſpeculative thing, 


by, which therefore is the rule thereof ; and as | 


he maycompareit with the rule; but his end 
is not to practife it, but only to know the truth 
of it, andſo he lets it lye. And not onely Schol. 
{lers, burit is ſo with allmen for the moſt part, 
they heare vs deliver the truthof God, rheir 
fend isroſee (as it were) ro-vnderſtand tt, to! 


know the truth of it, they doenomore bur fee 
if 
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To cempare' it 
with ihe rule. 


, 


| 
Prox.4,46, 


Pondering, 
what, 


— 


CC ——— 
Jn Ge CEE — 
_— — _—— M.A _ 
_—_ 


_ tt. & 


I I—_ 


I —_ — = == ph ET h, 
_— 
LI —_ "II 0 oe aon 


| 96 


— 


Exatt Walking. | 


DR ———_— 


it. * 


Moriues to 


I 


ro Man. 
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Stwle, 


To reſslue v;- 
on the practice 


confderation, 
£ 


It is an a«cel- 
lency proper 


ifthe thi 
but in conlideration there is ſomewhat more. 
Therefore I adde, that itlayeth acommand 

vpon the willtoputir in execution,or elſe it is 
not properly conſideration ; but when a man 
conſiders of a thing, fo as that hee reſolues ro 
doe it, thathe layes an imperatiue iniunRion 
vpon the inferiour {acultics,rto put that in pra. 
tice and execution that he refolucs on; ſo now 
you ſee more diſtinaly and cleerely what the 
Apoſtle would haue vs doe, this is thea&tion 
he would hauc vs doe, to Conſider ; that is, to 
{tay vpon our ations, to compare them with 
the rule, and not to let them ]ye there, but to 
put them in practice and execution ; this is the 
thing we are here exhorted vnto, to Confider or 
T ake heed what we doe, And it is that which we 
have liccle reaſon to be backward to(though in 
truth wee are backeward to nothing more, 
which is cauſe of many crrors of our life) if we 
confider : 

Firſt, chat this conſideration is the exccllen- 
cy of all a mans actions, it is that which is 
per to man, as he is a man, there is no bealt ca. 
pable of it : Itisa peculiar excellencyro man, 
to bee able to returne and to refle&t vpon his 
ations. beaſts looke forward altogether vpon 
the preſent pleaſure which is propounded, bur 


to confideranaRion,whether it be tobe done, 
or not to be dane, iris an excellency pecaliar to 


betrue, and givetheir afſentto it -] 


may, Therefore as the Mathematicians ſay of 


Figures, 
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| grace, andintruth ; when a man lookes in,and 
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 ches of bis heart, it there bee any thing amiſſe | 
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aſle ſuddenly vpon a thing, they are the wea- 


theſe ations wherein we returne againe vpor 
our ſelues,as a circle or round figure,are more 
perfect and exadt : I ſay it is the excellency of 
an action,and this ſhould make vs ready ro doe 
ic, but that is not all, there is not onely a gene- 
rall excelleney : 
Bur it is the beſt for our ſelues, ir perfects vs 
aboue all other ; take all other actions that goe 
directly forward, they parfe&t ſomewhat thar 


ofa man. If it be in teaching others,in it is the 
perfe&ion of the Scholler; ether actions of 
wealth, ot honour, ot learning, orany thing of 
this nature, they perfect the thing vpon which 
they are pitchedgþut now this ation, by which 
the heart returnes vpon it ſelfe, this reflect a- 
Rion is that which perfe&ts a mans ſoule, it 
makes him a better man, it builds him vp in 


returnes vpon himſelte, he makes vp the brez. 


Figures, the ſtrait Figure, or the ſtrait Line is 
| the weakeſt,but theCurcle is the ſtrongeſt of all 
other, and the beſt, becauſe one part returnes | 
co anothe?, and holds vp another ; (o theſe di- 
retaRtions of ours,theſe tranſient ations that 


ſ, in them we are moſt ſubiect toerre, but} 


— 


lr perfes the | 
loule, 


is out of a man, butthey perfe& not the heart] 


there, he reQifies ir : therefore 1t is an action 
thatwe ſhould cafily ailent vnto, and agree to 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle. Theretore to 


CON - 


GE) 


— — 
- wats +36 ETC 


PIE 


98 


Exatt Walking 


— 
7 (e. 
| Inconfiderati- 
on the cauſe 
of crio1s mM 
our liues» 


Simile. 


| $imile, 


| Lord faith,1 will wot hold him guiltleſſe that taketh | | 


conclude this point, let ys be exhorted, to con- 
ſider what wee doe ; the failing in this is the 
cauſe of ſo many errors in our lives, the cauſe 
of ſo many il}-ſpenthoures, of ſo many vaine 
ſpeeches, of ſo many groffe finnes commirced, | | 
{allfor want of conſideration, If the ſweater 
would well confider what that is, when the |} 


N ame is V4ine, he would not be fo ready to | 
(weare as he is. If the adulterer would confider 
whar God ſaith, Heb,1 3, Whor ers and a-\ 
dulterers God will indge, hee would not ſo cafily | 
continue in that ſinne ; {0 you may runne tho. | 
row other particulars, therefore this conſfide- | | 
cation is neceſſary in things that belong to ſal. | 
uation. Ir isnot ſo in other things, im other | 
chings the notion paſleth ſoone from the mind 
to the reft of the faculties, as ſoone as the light, | 
it is no ſooner kindled bur preſently it is exe-| | 
cutcd;but ip matcers thar belong to godlineſle, | 
J there _— a fparke, and it will goe out a-| - 
gaine inthe heart, as greene wood purtteth out 
the fire ; 'in that caſe there muſt bee paines ta- 
ken, becauſe of the ſtubborneneſle in the facul 
ties of the minde toobey che light, which 4s 
ditared tothe conſcience : Therefore we muſt 
doe inthis caſe, as we doe with ſtubborne ſer- | 
uants, they muſt be bidden doe a thing againe, 
they muſt be forced vnro it, If the war, wr 
ries were asready to obey the minde in ſpiritu: 
alltkipgs as in other things, it were _ 
caſe. 
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caſe. In other things(for the moſt part) we ſhall 
finde that the minde hathno ſooner reſolued 


topractite and to execute it ; 1f it be 4 matter of 
pagers a matter of commodity, & matter of 
ufineſle, if a man reſolue once to doe ir, hee 
findesnorelifiance z but if it be 4 matter tenaing 
to a holy life he is reſelned and fully interdedto doc 
ir, yet when he comes to the point, how man 
impediments doth he finde in the vader-facul- 
ties? they are like ſtubborne ſeruants that hauc 
need of preſſing vpon, and muſt have ſuch im. 
peratiue iniunctions vpon them as I ſpeake of. 
Therefore this conſideration is neceſlary for 
vs, we fee, if we benegligent in it, it 154mpol- 
ſible we ſhould leada holy lite, becauſewe goe 
vpthe hill in that, there muſt bee paines taken 
inthat ; there is no good action bur it will coſt 
this confideration,aud the rather we ſhould dc e 
it, becauſe (as I ſay) iris that which perfect; 
vs moſt. of any thing ; wee ſtudy many things, 
we ſtudy bookes, we ſtudy men, wee (tudy cur 
ſelues,that is done by this act ofconſideration, 
and of all tudies $bat is the beft, when a man 
ſudics his&yneheart,when he dwels at home: 
lt was the precept of the wile Moraliſt, to cx. 
hort men todwell at home, to looke taward ; 


| 


for a man to bee as a good houſe-wite 1n' hey 
ewne houſe, todreſic the roome of his heart, 
eucry morning to ſweepe it, and to put things 
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in order which the former day hath put out of 
orcer 
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4 Demt 29.4. 


| order,chat he may be fit toenrertaine the Lord 


of glory; therfore we ought ta keepe our ſelues 
right and ſtraight, to _ our ſelues cleane 
and pure in ſoule and body by this continuall | 
a@ of confideration, that we may be fit Tem- 
ples for the Holy Ghoſt ro dwell in and tocon- 
tinue in; we ſhould doe this. 

Firſt in generall, take rhis generall conſide. 
ration ; let a man thinke what his condition is, | 
what hee comes into the world for ; let hin fit | 
downeandthinke with himſelfe that he hath a | 
ſoule that is immortall,; that muſt live in ano- 
ther place for cuer,that his life is vncerraine, he | 
 knowes not when this foule of his (ſhall be pur | 
ut of pofſeflion;now it a man would take theſe 
things into conſideration, if hee would fir 
downe and conſider his latter end ,confider the 
infallibiliry of the threatnings, confider the 
vncertainty of this life, conſider the terrour of 
Gods wrath, becauſe theſe things arenot taken 
into conſideration ; therefore it is that men 
goe on in courſes of finne, this is that which 
the people failed in, Dew.29-4- faith Moſes 
there, you haue ſeene what the Lord did to 
Pharaoh and all bis ſeruants, you haue feene the 
-remptations and the workes which hee 
wrought, bus you have not bearrs to pereciue, 


| you hauenot eyesto ſec vnto this day,you haue 
ſcene,bur you have not hearts to-perceiue;that 
is, you have not hearts to conhider it as it is, as | 
if he ſhould ſay, this will profit nothing ; this 
which 
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was, (as how could a peo 
ments to feare God than 
wonders as they did,) but this 
| nothing, becauſe they had not hearts toconſi. 
{ der; ſo our Sauiour, Mark.6.52. They confide. 
| red not the muracle of the Loanes, for thur hearts 
{ were hardned : After that miracle was wrought, : 
{| when Chriſt walked vpon the Sea, and they 
thought he had beene a ſpirit, they were afraid, 
the reaſon is given, becauſe they conſidered 
| not the miracle of the Loaues as if he ſhovld 
| lay, there was enough in that to haue ſtrengrh- 
ned their faith,that they ſhould not have bene 


did nor profit by that was, becauſe you did not 
conſider, your hearts were hardened : and 
therefore 2 Trm.2.6, It is Pauls exhortation, | 
| Conſider what 1ſay ; conſider what in other pla- | 
ces I have named to you, thatis, though theſe 
be reaſons ſtrong enough, yet conſider, Tims- 
]thy,or cle it willnever worke vypon thee, there. 
{ fore con{ider what] ſay, and becauſe wee are 

not ab lc rodoe it of our ſelues, hee prayes to! 
| God torteach him toconſider, and the Lord gine | 
thee wnlerflandine in all things : and indeed that 

{ we may doe ſo,let vs beſeech God to open our 

eyes to enable vs to conſider ; till hee (er vs a- 

worke, we cannot doe it to purpoſe, ſo that 1\ 
ſay,: wee ſhould learne to doe this in generall, 
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4 


which wasone of the m__ arguments that | ' 

e haue more argu- 
y had, to fee ſuch | 
profited them | 


ſo fearefull; but ſairh Chriſt, the reaſon you | 


| and got onely ſo, butto make a daily practice 
of 
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Queſt. 


Anſw. 

We need net 

to confider C- 

very j articu- 
ar a&lon in 

our Way. 


Stmile. 


Simile. 


Too much 
conſideration 
of outward 


þchings. 


of it, every day conſider our wayes, to ſet forme 
time apart for that purpoſe : when wecometo 
God in prayer, con{ider the bulineſſe wee have 
todae,, conſider what hath becge out of order 
the day-before, toretleat \potour heacrsuong 
to {et things ſtrait before 


ourt 
notr 


warrant for it, 
You will ſay this is impolhble, muſt a man 
 tard conſidering cuery action that he doth ? 


ſhould bee conſidered.; as in a iourney,. you 
know it is aotneedfall. for a man to. thinke of 
every ſtep,but the firſt intention ofthe iourney 
will carryhima great way. {o ſet the hearta- 


row mary ations, though he ſtand not to con. 
lidereuery particular.z but becauſe our hearts 
are {o ready. to goc out of tht way, like yo 
horſes that are not accuſtomed to- the hig 
way, they arercadyto turne alide cucr and g- 
non, exceptthe hand be vpon the bridle con- 
tinually z 40'this conſideration muſt bee cuer 
and anon repcated'inthe heart to kcep it ſtraig, 
it.isaprelſe ro turne aſide, This we muſt learae 


. todoe in thingsthar belong to- godlineſle, in 


other things we areapt enoughtodoe it, the 


right, and that intention will carry a man tho-| 


, and after this}| 
ro hauc ancye vponouractionsall che day,thar|. 
es, our hands, our fcet,orany pertbe| 
| react anything before we hauc con-|, 

ſidered and ponderedit, before we haue gogd | 
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I ſay, it isnor.necdfull that every action| 


young,.man 4$ apt roconſider how hee. ſhall ſa. 


tishe| 
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| named ,are below a man; and it is as truly (pi- 


ſed and holily before God in all chings, this 
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tishe his fleih, and the deſires of it, how hee 
{hall obraine his pleaſures ; rhe ancienter men, | 
they conſider how they may increaſe their 
wealth, how they may keepe correſpondency, 
as it is ſaid ofthe goo houſe-wite,Shee conſide- 


of this conſideration, men conlider fuch out- 
ward aduantages : the- thing that wee require 
now, is to conſider how wee may walke ciroum- 


is the thing that wee ought to confider, and to 
neglect this and to intend other things, is no 
better than madneſle,if a man doe butconlider 
ſeriouſly what he is, whar his condition is,and 
what he is fit for, he will reckon it madneſle to 
intend other things as he doth; we reckon men 
mad, when they fall a gathering ſtrawes, and 
ſtickerheir clothes with flowers, when they 
ſcrabble vpon the walls, becauſe wee thinke 
theſe ations vnmeer for a man : Socome toa 
Chriſtian, when heeis occupied in trifles, in 
pleaſures and honours, {for they are no betrer) l 
when men doe this with all theirenadeuour,rthis 
is as vnmeet for a Chriſtian,this is as much be. 
low a Chriſtian, as thoſe other aRions thar 1 


rituall madnelle,as the other is paturall frenzy; 
conſider of this therefore, and come to your 
ſelues, Lam not roo harſh in calling it mad. 
neſle, the Scripture cals ir ſo, in Zut.15 . the 


Prodigallis (aid tocome tohimſelte; for other 
H things 
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Madneſſc 
what, 
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[tis a Chrifth 


Do. 


ans duty co 


walke exaQt!y. 


things he was cometo him(elfe before, bur for 
matter of grace and ſaluation, therein hee was 
not come to himſelfe ; ſothart a man may truly 
ſay; that the world is tull'of mad men in this 
ſenſe, becauſe they come as mnch (hort of chat 
which belongs to a Chriſtian,of that which be- 
longs to a man, as he ſtands in relation to God, 
as he ſtands in reference to eternity, as the 0. 
ther ations are to other men, and you ſhall 
finde they are occupied in the ſame manner z 
looke vpon the imploymen1s of men, If wee 
could (ce what they arc buſie about, what their 
thoughts and lives are taken vp with, in the 


himſclfe,compoſed of ſuch vaniry as hets moſt 


doe, Walke exaitly, not as fooles, but as wife, So 
much'for ckar,The maine point is that we now 


| COIMe Q0. , 


Walke exattly. 
Confider therefore that you walke exa&ly; 
whence wee will deliuer this Do@rine(to take 
the words as they lye,) that 


It is required of a Chriflian that hee walke with 
God exatly in all things. 


Before I come to proſecute this point,T will 


exattly, In 


th. 


fancied with; 'Confider rherefore what - you | 


morning if wee could ſee them, as God feerh | 
them and beholds them, we ſhould ſee they do | 
as mad men, as a man that makes a garland to| 


ſhew what this walkirg is,and whar it istow4lk | 


it 
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 lna word, by walking nothing elſc is meant 


to walke halily is nothing <elfe, but in all the 

and turnings of a mans conuerſation 
to keepe himſelfe cloſe to the rule, ſothat into 
what circumſtance ſoeuer hee iscalt, (till as a 


company, whether hee be in ſport or in buſi- 
neſle, whether he be. among enemies,or among 
friends,all is one,his converſation is ill of the 
ſame colour, he keepes one tenure what condi- 
tion ſocuer he is in, in croſles and aduerfiry he 
is taught to wait, in ape”; he knowes how | 
toabound, tobehaue himaſelfeas a Chriſtian in 
any particu action, whether it bee gaine or 
lofſe ro him, whether he be ina pleaſant eſtate, 
or whomſoeuer he hath reference to, whether 
it be for his aduantage or diſaduanfage, all is| 
one, he doth not ſhift, he doth not dawb itour | 
by ſeeking inventions, that afterwards wiil fall 
off as vitempered morter, his conſcience puts | 
itto him, and tells him this is aot to be done, 
and hee is willing to let his conſcience ſpeake, 
he is ready toobey it 3 when a man thus be- 
haves himfſelfe in the conſtant courſe of his 
lite, this.is tOwa/ke exadtiy. 

Bur then againe there - is ſomewhat in this 
word exa&, the Greeke word x%*s comes of 
ewo words, that {ignifie to goe co thc extremi. | 
ty ofa thing; ſotowalkeexa&%ly is nothing elſe, 
but {o to keepe the commandemenrs ot God, | 
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that a man goes to the vemoſt of then, to all | 
the rules that hee preſcribes, notorely to con- 
| tent himſelfe to doe the maine duties of rhiem, 
| Preciſenefie | bur you muſt looke ro enery particle of them, 
| the Apoſtle, | ©ObeE my to goe to the vemolt of euery 

| condemned by | Command z fo the ſcope of the Apoſtle is, to | 
| <b< wor. | commend vnto vsherethe thing that is ſo dif |' 
zraced in theworld, the which is a matter- of 
much obloquie, that ſame exaQnefle or pre- | 
| ciſeneſle, for ſ6 the word ray as well be tranſ. | - |. 
| lared,and there is no word that fits the Greeke| {| 
| better than chis, Conſider that you walke gu 

| cifely,orexaRly,or iriftly in all things , I fay 
; | that is the Apoſtles ſcope, to commend this to 
| | vs, that mendiſcommend ſo much, rhough in- | ' 

Wa. | deed it bethe onely exce!lency of a Chriſtian , | Y : 
q Smile. {or isnot that the beſt glaſſe that ſhewes the \ 
| ſmalleſt ſpots ? and is not that the brighteſt 
light that ſhewes the leaſt moars 2 and doe you | 
nor reckon that the fineſt fleſh that is ſenſible | 
of the leaſt pricking ? ſo the conſcience that 1s | 
ſenſible of theleaſt ſinne or failing, is the per- | 
fetion of Chriſtianity which we are to iiriwe | 


to attaine,ir is that which we are to reckon the | 
greateſt excellency of all others, ſo farre it]. \ 
ſhould be from diſgrace with vs, TO walke ex- | 

| adly is required of eucry one, and this exact- | 


neſle is to goe to the vtmoſt ; bur alittlemore 


1 — particularly to deſcribe it, to walke exattly re- 
1 I quires theſe three conditions : 

| Looketo the Firſt, looke rothe whole rule, he that leokes 
| whole ru'c, bur 


— 
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'the ſame occaſion; ſaith he, he that breaks the 
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but to a part (ha!l never doc a buſineſie exa- 

ly,but imperte&ly and bunglingly; that is, you 
muſt haue reſpe& to all the commandements, 
to all the precepts that runne therow the book 

of God, 

Secondly he muſt goe to the vemoſt of eve. \ 
ry one, we {ee our Sauiour in Mar. he ſets it 
downe, it is not enough for a man not to mur. 
der, but he muſt »ot be angry with his brother wn- 
adniſedly, there is the extremity of the com- 
mand, he muſt notonly rake care $f the maine, 
bur to keepe the leaſt ; ſohe fair, thata man 
[hould not onely nor (wea'e great oathes, or! 
notforſweare himſelfe, but let -your yea bee yea, | 
andyonr nay nay, faith our Sauigur 1n the ſame 
Chapter, And (o for that command, Thou ſhalt | 
not commit Adaltery, (I giue youtheinRances in | 
that Chapter, becauſe Chriſt giues them vpon 


exſt commandement, hee that doth nor kcepe | 
every iot of the command, hee thail not cone | 
to Heauen.) As for that command of AJulte. | 
ry, though thou keepethe maine, if thou lui! | 
inthy heact, that is, ifa man admit laſciuious | 
thoughts, adulcerous luſtfull czoughts, chough: / 
hee kceepe the maine Commanidement, the | 
maine duty which is therecommandey, yer lic | 
walkes norexatily ; there isa neceſhty laid vpor | 
bim, Hee that keepes not eneryiot of the comman.!, | 
ſhall nor cater into Heauen; (0 that you mult have | 
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muſt of cuery 
command. 
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ceſpect rothe whole rule, and tocuery parts. | - 
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In regard of 

the perion. 


: Pets - 


1 mage of God 
| what 


| 

| 
1 
[ 


| cular commandk - 


Pal. 106, werſ. wit. Bleſſed is hee that doth inflice, 
and loues righteeuſneſſe at all times ; otherwile a 
man e2nnot be exa& z hee that doth it by fits 
and flathes, that walkes exa@ly one Yay ,and is 
Out againe another, this man is ſaid not to walke 
exaitly, he walkes with God by fits, as he that 
lookes to halfe the rule,he walks but by halues; 
if either of theſe bee, that hee walkes but b 
balues or by fits, hee is not exaR : thus muc 
kall be faid for the explication. Now this cx- 
a&neſſe is required in three reſpects : 

Firſt, in re{pe& ofa mans perſon, that he be 
clothed withall the graces of the ſpiric, that 
there benone wanting, there-muſt be a genera- 


.iry im char, and therefore in 2 Pet.1. wee fee 


te graces are put together, Gine all diligence 
that you 10yne with verme faith, with faith know- 


patrence,ec, that is, as it he ſhould ſay, a Chri- 
{tian muft not be adorned, with ſome gracesof 
che ſpirit onely, but he muſt haue cuery one, 
he muſt be exact, he muſt have the whole cle. 
ching, the whole Image of God,for the Image 
ot God is nothing elſe but the happy cluſter of 
theſe graces : now put the caſe that any of theſe 
[7e wanting, then you ſhall ſee what a defeR ir 
will cauſe; ifa man have faith, if he want ver- 
tue, that is, if his faith ſhew not it felfe in 
jworkes, 1f irbce not a working veſtuall 4 wh 
whar 


—— 


And laſtly, you muſt doe ir at all times, | 


ledge, with knowledge temperance, with temperance | 
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what will his faith profit him, Ithe be zealous 
and ready tothe worke, if there bee vertyue in 
him, it he want knowledge toguide,and Jicect 
him, and turne him, he muſt needs erre excee- 
dingly ; and therefore he muſt toyne to yertue 
i knowledge ,it he haue knowledge that he know 
1 what we 
Rice of other graces, .if he be intemperate, it 
will lye as a blot vpon him, there will be ſome 
inconcinnity in his carriage, it he haue other 
vertues and want one; ſuppoſe it hee be eem- 
perate, yet if he be an impatient man, this be- 
comes notone of thoſe vpog whomGods Name 
is called ; it becomes a Chriſtian ro have his! 
perſon adorned with euery grace,becauſe God 
requires ſo much beauty in 
ſaith Chriſt ro his Church, Thow «rt af faire my 
50 lone, there is no ſpot in thee ; that is, thou art a- 
+ dorned with all the graces of the ſpirit, there 


| iimbe, and member for member ; ſo Chriſt to 


oe, if there doe nor come in the pra- 


m, 1n Cant. 4.7. 


is not one wanting, for there is ſuch a generali- 
__ ſuch is the beauty of a manin 

hriſt, the whole trame of grace is in him : 
therefore Chriſt is ſaid to worke grace for grace, 
the meaning is, for eucry grace in himſelte, he | 
hath ſtamped another in vs z as thc ſeale giues 
print for print, in the wax character tor cha. 
racer, and as the father to the ſonne limbe tc 


his Seints, he works grace for grace, that is, as 
he himſelfe hath the whole frame of graceir 


his owne heart, as the Image of God is pertect 
H 4 in 


Cant 47, 
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In regard of 
the actions. 


Circumſtances 
muſt bc geod 
in a geod 
aQion. 


3 
inregard 6f 
others. 
lame i Is v{t- 


borne.of him, not of the will of the fleth bur of 
hath ; not in degree, nochilde hath his mem- 


bers in the ſame degree as the father hath, hee 
hath them as a child, the other hath them as a 


aQ in all in reſpect of his perſon, 
Secondly, this exaQnefle is 
y man hath to doe aretobece exaQ, therefore 


not be good exceptall be good init, except all 
the circumſtances bee good, if there bee one 


wanting, the ation 1s enill , this is required of 


| neceſhty to walke exatty, that is, takeany aci- 
on we doe, ifcither the principle of it bee not 
good, that it comes from carnall feare,or from 
carnall loue and deſire, or elſe the end is not 
good, or the circumſtances are not good ; to 


| pray,andnot to pray ferucntly;ts ſhew _ 


and not with cheerefulneſle ; to keepe the Sa 
bath, and not with delight ; and ſo you may 
runne thorow what particulars you will, rhe 
wanting of any of theſe circumſtances makes it 
an cuill action ; and therefore in regard of his 
actions he muſt be exact. 

Thirdly, in regard of others it is neceſſary 
' that he walke axattly, as in Temes 1. This is pare 


| | religion and vndtfiled to keeps a mans ſelfe vnſpot- 
ted 


inhim: ſo all that he changeth, all that are| 
the will of God, they haue the fame that hee | 


perfe& man; ſo cuery Chriſtian hath them in| 
the degree of a childe, and yer he muſt be ex- | 


requicedin re- | 
rd of his ations, all the actions that the ho-| 


itisarule of the Schoolemen, an ation can-| 
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ted of the world : now if a man will bevnſpor. 
ted of the world,he muſt be exaCt in all things, 


and blaze his name all ouer, that no place ſhall 
be empty of it, if there be any (por in him, It 
is true, the applauſe of the world is not to bee 
greedily looked for, but yet inthis caſe cuery 
Chriſtian ſhould be like Abſalom, there ſhould 
benoblemiſh in hiwfrom top to toe, he ſhould 
labour to be ſo blameleſſe in all his conuerſa. 
tion, to doe aS Zacharyand Elizabeth, to wa'ke 
in all the Commandements without reproofe, 
ſo that a Chriſtian io regard of his perſon, in 

ard of his actions, in regard of others, hee 
muſt walke exadly. 

But now in this point that I hauedeliuered 
there is ſomewhat more than this, it is requi- 
red, I ſay, of cuery Chriſtian, that he walke ex- 
«Gly betore Godin all things, here comes in a 
queſtion or obieion,whenl ſay it is required 
jofthem; the queſtion is now whether it be of 
neceſſity or no, that it bee ſo laid vponeuery 
Chriſtian, that they cannot keepe in good 
 termes with God, that they can haue no aſfſu-| 
rance of their owne good cſtate except they 
doe it?whbether it be laid vpon them of ſuch ne- 
cefſity or no, to keepe ſuch exatneſſe in their 


if he faile bur alittle, the world will blot him} 
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Reaſon I, 
Elie there will 
be a breach be- 


twixr God 
and vs 


Smile, 


| power todocit, to ſtrive withall our might, 
| we muſt intend,and defire,and purpoſe to doe 


| tancy,becauſe many things 


that is, we muſtendeuour to the vtmolt of our 


ic, and we mutt have endeyours anſ{werable to 
our purpoſes ; this nccethty lyes vpon every 
man tO walke exad4ly, that is, to allow himſe! 
in nothing that is a knowne ſinue;there may be 
many failings out of paſhon, a man may bee 
tranſported out of incogitancy,out of inaduer. 
ſle from him that 
he isnotableto conſider of ; but let it come ro 
this caſe, tobe a knowne ſinne,ifhe allow him- 
(elfe in ir, this is a breach of the Enangelicall 
keeping of this Commandement, whuch re- 
quires that a man walke exacZly and this lies vp- 
on euery one of neceſiity, that he doth nor ad- 
mitof any knowne finne in his conuerſation, 
bur in that reſpeR to walkeexa&4ly and that will 
be manifeſted by theſe reaſuns : 

Firſt, if chere be but one thing in your con- 
verſation (pitch where you will) be it greater 
or ſmaller, if it cometo be a knowne (inne, if 
it bereucaled, that you know ſuch a thing is a 
duty, or ſuch a thing isa ſinnez now if a man 
walke not exaGtly in that, hce makes a breach 
bctweene God and him : as it is with two 


Fg it there come but a ſmall matter 
wherein they differ, that falling berweene 
chem, it neither of them yeeld, ir makes an vt- 
cer breach and ſeparation betweene them ; ſo 
let it bee a matter of leſſe moment, ke he 
ea 


Exat IW atking. 


lealz ſtnne, vr the negleR uf the leaſt duty, yer 
when I know this thing God requires at my 
hands, itis a thing that Gud will haue done , 
when a man now lyes in the contrary and will 


hedoenot, it makes 8 breach betweene them, 
it makes a ſeparation betweene God and him :; 
As it is witha Prince, if he command a man 
to doe any thing, when he proclaimes it, when 
there is authority put vpon ity when it is made 


makes him a rebell; ſoit is in this,the ſtanding 
out with God in any part of our conuerſation, 
if we be not exaCt in all, it puts vs inte a ſtate 
of ſeparation from God. 

Secondly, excepta man walke thus exactly 
with God in all things, it is euident that what 
he doth, he doth it tor himſelfe and not for the 
Lord,and if he doe fo it 15 net accepted of God, 
| fay, what hedoth, itis for himfclfe and nor 


——— 


ewhich he doth for the Lord, and for his Com. 
mandemeat to pleaſe him, what is the reaſon 
chat he goes not rothe vemoſt ? why doth hee 
ſer limitsto himſelfe,for God requires that we 
ſhould doe hrs willon earth, as it is done in Hea- 
wen ? his commandement 1s,that we ſhould goe 
to the vemoſt of every command , now when 
we limit our ſelues in holinefſe, when we come 
tofuch thoughts as theſe ; well, 1 will have as 
much as will bring meto Heauea,l will labour 

for 


not doe it, certainly God will not yeeld,and if | 


knowneto him in particular, the ſtanding out | 


for the Lord, for if he performe thatobedience | 


Simzle, 


| Reaſon 2. 


Elſe what a 
man doch, is 
tor hianielte 
ard nat for 
the Lord, 
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Reaſon 3. 
Elſe ic argues 
2 man is nor 
in Chriſt, 


| Gal, 5. 


{ 


| forſo muchexaQneſle of conuerſation,as will 


| ſuch converſation is nothing out of a mans 


tn 


keepe me in the ſtate of grace, as much as will 
preſerue re from hell ; Iay,the ground of all 


ſelfe ; it is but regard to himſelte, he doth but 
onely looke at his owne ſaluation and no more, 
which is a thing, [confeſle, that may be looked 
at, but to looke at nothing elſe, is ſelfe-loue z 
whena man looks at nothing but his owne fal- 
vation, and how the may efcape hell, that may 
cannot be right; now whena man ſets himſelfe 
limits, and circumſcribes himlſelfe, and ſaith 
with himſelfe,.-I will goe thus farre and no fur- 
ther, when hee doth nur candeuour tocome to 
the vtmoſt, tothe kigheſt peg, it 15a ſigne his 
heart is not vpright, therefore there is a nece(- 
tity laid vpon every man, that he walke exa%ly 
with God in all thirgs. | 

Thirdly, take any particular in a mans con. 
uerſation wherein he fauoureth bimſelfe, if he 
be ouercome of that, he is not in Chriſt, who- 
ſoever isia Chriſt Quercommeth the world and 
the fleſh, ſaith the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. Whoſoruer is 
in Chriſt, crucifieth the fleſh and the afſettions ; and 
ouercomes the Deuill, as wee know the ſiron- 
ger mancaſts out the ſtrong man ; now when 
any one particular of theſe luſts of the fleſh,or 


: ſhall comeand fet vpon a man, if he yeeld to 
; this he is ouercome of it,whereas noneof thoſe 


| 
| 


the temptations of the world, or the deuill, 


thar arc in Chriſt are ouercome of the world, 


| 


or 


ww hem 
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or of the fleſb, or of the deuill; that is,if there 
beaby particuſar ſinge (for they are bur ſoul. 
diers that fight vnder thoſe Generals and Cap- 
taines) if a man once yeeld to ir, if a man giue 
ouer ſtriving againſt it, a man is ſaid properly 
to bee ouercome ; whereas if a mancontinue 
warring with ſinne,it is another caſe; but when 


obey any ſinne, whatſecuer he is in the whole 
courſe of his converſation, :t interrupts this 
exaQneſſe ; when he yeelds, he is ouercome ; 
As, we ſay, waterand fre, as long as they con- 
tend one with another, neither 1s overcome ; 
but when they yeeld one toanother, when the 
fire is turned all to bee water, then it is ouer. 
come; ſo in this caſe, when there is a conteſta 

tion betweene vs and finne, it wee yeeld ro it, 
then ſinne overcomes vs, and hee that is ouer. 
come of {inne cannot be in Chriſt, 

Fourthly, ifrhere be any particular finne in 
a mans conuerſatian wherein hee doth allow 
himſelfe, ithinders the vſe of all meanes and 

the profit of them, that neirher a man is able to 
pray, or able toheare, or able ro-doe any duty 

as he ought : So that as2 medicine is applyed 
in vaine ſo long as the Arrow head is in the 
wound.,that muſt be removed firſt before it car 


one failing in this exadinefſe of conuerſation, | 
and all the meanes of grace are in vaine; there- 


fore 


hegiues ouer reſiſting, as the Apoſtle faith, #;s| 
ſernants you are whom you obey : if a man come to | 


CE tes 


Simile. 


Tobe ouver- 
come what. 


Simile. 


| 
Reaſon 4. | 


Elie no meancs 
Canbo Prefiraed 
vic. 'F 
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worke any cure ; fo tet there bee but one ſinne, | 
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Yes 


To labeur ſor 
this cxaQnclle, 


[n keeping the 


Sabbath, 


| In Prayer, 


In receining 


the Sacrament. 
In our particu- 


lar calling» 


ſn Recrea- 
tlonk 


| common dayes ? and ifit benot holy, why doe 


fore there is a neceſhry lies vpon cuery man,if 
he will be a Chriſtian, if he will cecko2 him- 


dren of light, that he walke exe#y. Bur not to 
ſtand ropreſle this further,to make ſome briefe 
vſe of it, for I defire tocome to the other parr, 
Not 4s fooles, but as wiſe. - 

The Vie we are to make of this, is to ſet our 
ſelues about theworke, to doe the thing, to la- 
bour to wake exattly, and here it is good to 


keeping of the Sabbath, I would bur aske this 
queſtion, Whether the day be not holy 2 whe- 
cher it differ not from other dayes that are 


you Coe any thing at all > and if ir bee holy, is 
not a holy day to be kept holy ? why dae you 
not keepe it exactly ro God ? And for Prayer, 
when you come to call vpon theName of God, 
it is not the ſlight performance of the duty that 
God lookes for, it is another thing, bee takes 
your praz ers by mount and not by number, 
therefore looke you doc it exactly ; (o in ce- 
ceiuing the Sacrament, and all duties, I leaue 
it to your ſelues to conſider particulars: and {0 


for the duties of your Calling, to be diligent in| 


them, to ſerue God and mey in them with che 
farneſle and ſweetneſſe of them ; and fo for 


SO ens 


{purts and recreations,to be exatt inthem,aad 
| not £2 vic thoſe that bee valawtull, and thoſe 


that bee lawfull, not to vſe them exceſſively ; | 


ſelfe of the number of thoſe that are the chil-! 


bring our ſelues to particulars. Come to the[ 


but 


— 


hem. i 
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I 


—— 
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an antipathy betweene vs 


andeaſie, towhich we haue no contrary diſpo. 


ous, but herein is the power of Religion, to 
ſubdue every affeRion, to ſubict it, where 
there is a ſirong ſtreame of a contrary diſpoti- 


when a man findes the greateſt difficulties, in 
the time of temptation and triall to doe it, 


the truth is, wee ſeruethe fleſh and not God, 
ſaith James, lam-2. The ſame God that faid thes 
ſhalt nas murder, faid alſo thou ſhalt nat commit 2- 
dultery , 10 | ſay ro cuery man that failes in any 


but to vſe ther with limitations, and co pur 
right ends vpon them ; and (o in all buſineſſe 
[and conuerſing with men, in all the turnings 
and paſſages ofa mans life, looke that you wake 
exallly, that your obedience be generall,other- | 
wiſe that is a ſigne the heart is not changed, af 
man is not right bornetill he come to wake ex. 
atly with God, till he be willing to. performe 
euery duty, and willing to ſhunne cuery ſinne | 
that hee knowes, cuery thing rhat hath a tin- 
Qure of ſinne, if the heare be m—_ there will be 

whatſocuer is 
called ſinne; otherwiſe what is the power of | 
Religion, ifwe onely doe duties that are facile | 


ſition, it were an eaſic thing then to bereligi- | 


tion toturne the courſe of nature,to obey God | 


this is that which is neceſſary for vs, otherwiſe | 


1 


Om 


The powet of 
Religion whar, 


particular, and allowes himſelfe to lye in any 
particular finne that he will hauc his liberty in, 
I ſay, hath not God faid, thou ſhalt nor doe 


et ao. ————_. OS 


| this as wellasthat, and ifthou dock one duty | 


to! 


— 
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Simile. 


Simile. 


Inftances of 


mm 


cxaQ walking, 


to God out of loue and reſpe&t ro him, or if 


thou didſt abſtaine from any finne becaule hee 
forbids thee, doth not hee forbid thee that as } 
well as this, and he hath commanded thee rhis 
duty as well as the other, why doelt chou not 
performeall then ? A lictle leake will finke and 
drownea Shipas well as a greet breach ; one 
diſcaſe will take away the lite as well as many ; 
ſoone finne, one failing in this exa@neſle of 
conuerſation is enough to deſtroy vs, it ise- 
nough to put ys out of a right condition in 
Gods light, therefore learne to walke exatZly, 
beware of by.wayes, whichthough it may be 
hidden from the eyes of men, yer Gad knowes 
it. that ſees in ſecret; for that is a common 
courſe: Men doe as wandring ſtars whichare 
carried about withthe reſt of the Heauens, and 
yet they creepe backe by a contrary way which | 
is their owne proper motion ; ſo itis the cu. 
ſtomeof men to doe as others doe for the our. 
ſide,tocome toChurch,to abſtaine from groſle 
ſinnes, to live ciuilly,ro deale iuſtly with men. 
in their common courſe, bur they haue a pro» 
per courſe of their owne. Labour to bee exaR, | 
take heed; know that God obſerves you, and 
know this, that that hath beene the practice 
of the Saints, it isnotathing impoſſible co be 


done, wee muſt not {ct ypon it as ypon a thin 
that none can reach to: looke on Moſes, fee bis 
manner of walking, when God commanded | 
him to goe withall that hee had outof Zeypt, | 
he 


"x eh, dhe. ah. th. —E "XX La MS —_Y — — "_ 


Exatt Walking. 
| he would not leaue fo much as a lioofe behiade | 
him, he would doe it exactly : looke on Paz, 
be Lnew nothing by himſelfe, that is, hee kept | 
a cleere eonſcicnce in all things, thovgh hee 
were not thereby iuſttfied : looke on Samuel 
and his walking,he calls the people to him, and | 
ſaizh to them,what hauel done amiſle > whom | 
haue I wronged ? Whoſe: Oxe or whoſe Aſſe bane 
[ taken ? | | 

Againe, ſee thoſe that faile inthis, and wee | 1nftances of 

(hall ſee that it is not a flight matter ; Sa wal. thoſe that wa'- | 
ked with God, but becauſe hee did not wa/ke —_— mw 
exa&ly becauſe he offered ſacrifice before hee. 
ſhould, you would thinke it a (mal! matrer,bur | 
becauſc no did not deſtroy, bur ſpared Agae, | 
Godreiected him. So Nadab and 4b:bu, when | 
they offteted facrifice,you would thinke it to be 
ao great matter, a circumſtance, and will not! 
common hire ſerue the turne ? but they were 
conſumed for not walking exadtly : looke vpon 
the Prophet that did not keepe- him cloſe to | 
the word of God, as he returned backe he was 
ſlaine ofa Lion: lovke vpon Bal/aumyhe walked 
| with a faire our-{ide, yer becauſe hee was not 
exat, (for God faw the falſenefle of his heart) 
God ſaw the ſecret. by-ends that hee had jn ir, | 
and tor thiscauſe God reiected him, therefare | 


: 
, 
: 


| 
' 
| 
take heed that you waſke exs7!y. | | 
| 
Y 
| 


Not 4s fooles, but 45 wiſe. | 
Itis our wiſedome ro-doe fo, {ro ſpeake 2 r,;.ieme | 
word ortwoutthat) todoe that which God | ra valke ©x- 


I hath - 2% 
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Fof wiſedome, - f 


A 
| wiſe 


| hath appointed amanto do,to doe that which 
the rule of wiſedame hath appoi 
needs be the wiſeſt way : now it is the rule of 


and as he is the beſt writer chat comes neorch 
his copy, and hethe belt Carperrer that comes- 
neerelt his rule appointed him; ſo he is the wi. 
(eſt man that comes neereſt the rule of wiſe- 
dome, which is the booke of God, which ex- 
horts vs to walke exattly, 

oaine, to bee guided by God, who is the 


pointment that wee ſhould malke exat#ly ; exa- 
minethe properties of wiſedome, and we thall 


dome to walke exatty. 


when a man lookesto the gencrall vniuerſall 
end of his life, and frames all things according 
to that, for therein properly wil or pru- 
dence confifts ; when aman- lookes aright to | 
the vemoſt and generallend: of his life, for a 
man either to looke tono end or to be as thoſe 
chatroule vp and downe at randome, men that 
haue no particular ſcope- to which they dire& 

all cheir aQions, this is groſle folly, | 


; Bur beſides this, if a man have no end, or if 
it be buta particular end, heis not ſaid to be a 
wiſe man; he may be ſaidtobe awiſe Pilot, or 
a wiſe Statcs-rnan, or @ wife Merchant, or a 
wiſe VVarriour that ſers ſuch-particular ends ; 


xa Walking. | 


nted,that muſt | 
wiſedome that commands vs to walke exatty , | 


, is-it nor the wiſeſtway:? it is Gods ap- | 


{ee what cauſe there is to reckon it to be wile- | 


Firſt, the maine property of wiſedome is, | 


and 


—_—— ti 


—_— —_ 
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| ayme of our lite, and thereture wee walke vn- 
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and ſo we may goe thoxow all, but hee can ne- | 
uer be ſaid = a wiſe man, except hee louke 
arightto the generall fcope and the generall 
end of his life ; now he that walkes with God 
perfealy, he onely is a wiſe man, becauſe hee 
onely lookes at the generall frame and courſe 
of his life aright. The cauſe of all our errours 
(as one ſaith) is beeauſewe looke oncly vpon 
art of our life,we looke not to the whole, we 
ave not our eye vpon the geherall ſcope and 


prudently, hee onely is @ wiſe man (1 ſay) that 


frames the whole courſe of his life aright, and | 


therefore wiſdome hath that excellency aboue | 
all other rhings, becauſe it lookes to the end ; 
as the end is beſt, ſoany error about the chd is 
worſt (ſaith a Diuine,) as the end is beſt, fo fol. 
ly, and imprudence, and etror concerning the 
end is the greateſt error : therefore the Scrip- 
cure calls this wiſedome godlinefſe, and this | 
folly wickednefle, the beſt and worſt names 
that can be; therefore if this be wiſdome for a 
wan to frame the whole courſe of his life a- | 
right, to looke to the generall end, tobe lure 
that his ſcope begood, then hee is the wiſett 
man that walkes exa&#ly with God, wharſocuer 

hee be in other things, this makes hima wile 

man, | 

Secondly,this is a property of wifedome for 

a man Bot only ro know, but to put in exccuti-; 


on, that is the differcnce berweene prudence 


T3 and 


The cauſe of 
errors, 


Error abour 
the end the 
greateſt. 


2 
To put a man 
ypon prattice, 
Diftercuoe be. 
rweene Piu- 
dence and 0- 
the: arrs, 


_ wn 


| 
| 
| 


- 
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'} How men are 
ro be eſteemed - 


To looke toc - 
uery part of 
his bulincedle- 


| 


| 


\andotherarts; in orber arts bicw thar tives 
what is beſt, is the beſt Artiſt, but in matter of 


' [prudence, he that knowes what rodoc,and pra- 


Qileth-not, 'is of allother the moſt foolthh 


vent the workearight, and to put it inexecuti. 
on : therefore he that walkes exatly hee that not 


doth ir, hee is the wiſeſt man, Menare got to 


be judged according totheir knowledge, or ac- | 
cotding to their babies 'but:according to- the 


a&t, according to their execution and practice, 
asthe Apoltic ſairh, Row.2. God ſhall indge men 
according to their workes, 

Apaine, another property of wiſedorme is, 
when a man notonely lookes 


he lookes in all the nookes and corners of it; it 
is the ground of error, when aman lookes vp» 
on one part thatdrawes him on to the worke 


commodities, to looke toall : if this be wiſe- 
dome, then to-walke with God perſeatly is the 
greateſt wiſedome; take any other man that 
doth it not, that ſteps aſide out of the wayes of 
God,that walkes not exa#ly with him,that goes 
out and ſeekes ſome profit for himſelfe or fome 
credit, that ſteps out for fore finfull luſt, ro 
ſatisfic {ome pleaſure which he thinkes will be 
great aduantage cohim, to have this which 0- 


and therfore a&ion is @ chiefe property of wiſ-} 
dome, there is this requiſite toprudence to in-| 


only knowes what todoe, butin good earneſt 


one part of} 
| his buſincſſe, bur hee lookes round abour-it, 


but Fee lookes not roundabour, to ſcethe dif-| 


Ry thers| 


| 


| 
| 


__ 


is 


| would ſumme vp allhis lite 


ſorrow, though indeed wee reioyce a5 men having no- 


Prxa# W alking.. * 


thers want, what is the reaſon of this? becauſe 
he is not wiſe, hee lookes butvpon one part ; 
ifhedid looke round about, if hee did pur the 
antecedent and the conſequent together, if he 


ſee that that were not the beſt way, hee would 
ſee that that would bring: him much miſery, 
and that the abſtaining from that finne would 
bring him much happineſle : thus heewould 
thinke if all were put together; but when hee 
lookes on one part, and not on all, hence it is 
that men walke natexadthy: 

Againe, it is another p of wiſdome, | 
for a manaotto looke on the outſide, but ro 
logke on the inſideof things ; fookes looke on 
the outlide, but wiſe men fee the infide, rhey 
ſce the ſap in the tree; when a man looks onel 
on the qutſide, hee is ſubie& to be taken wit 
the ſnare, when he ſees the Corne ſpread, and 
ſeesnot the net; bura wiſe man ſees the hooke 


in the bait : the moſt precious things in the | . 


world, -theircarriageis baſe, their outſide is 
baſe, the worſt things are gilded, and men for 
the moſt part, for want of wiſedome, take the 
things that are pawdy on the ourſide,and leaue i 
che other. As the Apofile ſaith, We are as men ef 


thing, though we poſſeſſe all things : his meani 

is, eoutlide is meane, the outſide is baſe © 
ienot prudence through the gold to ſee the 
baſe metrals,to ſee the thing thar is bad indeed, | 


I 3 to | 


che would | 


4 
To lock onthe 
infidc of things 


Smmilg, 


| Simvide, 
1 
| 


| 
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"To ſee the vanity; and folly, and deformiry of 


4 


| 37l2 HOI29N] ROKLSN] 57 ail y 
|: -+, So much ſhallſerneforthis:time,” - ! 


ſinne, -thar-God/hath forbid vs ro commit; to 


ſce the falſe gloſſes of Saran-tharhe puts vpon 
linne,ro ſee the baſe mertall within :and on the! 


other fide; to ſee the: excellency of: ſpitituall| 
things ? They thatwalkeexat#ly they ſec the in. 
fide : Moſes had two things preſented to himto 
ſuffer afflitivnswithabe of Gbathe ourlide 
was bad-e! , or ts enigy the pleaſures of ſine, 
the treaſures of «&g1p3 that he might haue had 
in Pharaohs Court y here the outiide was good, 
this was his wiſdome to6 feethorow both theſe: | 
he that'welks perfetl / hee fees the} 
inſideof rhings,he fees rharGod wgſotliings | 
that have an outward' gloſle, cleaues-to 

things thatthoughtheoutfide be baſe, yet 
. + inthernſelues they are» &xcellentand -- 

.-- precious: I ſhould have cometo © 

ſomeexhortation,bur the 
. . timeis paſt, 
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1 SAM: 044 22, 
- . amuel ſaid wnto the peoples Feare 
t ; ( ye baue done all this wickedueſſe, yer 
cer ca frapline _—_ but 
ſerue the Lord with all your 


And turne ye uot aſide, for then Nhoul! ee goe 


after vaine things, which caunot Prefit, 
wer delruer, for they ave vane.) 


| For the Lord will not for ſake bis peop le, for bis 


great Names ſake ; becanſe it bath pleaſed 
the Lorato make you bas people. 


Fla) HE occaſion of theſe words was 
{08h 409? this; in the former part of the 

OY. q Chapter, Serwel ſetteth- forth the 
RELE.:; greatneſſe of the ſinne of the peo- 
ple,in drixig ofa King, dl he tels them that 


[ 4 therein 


F 
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| Samuels Support 


; 


” AT _ 


tehereio they had cof an. the Lord who was 
pork wn, And vpon this a miracle was 


fre om 
ple; as at the ei 
feared 


thought that ſog 
givencalily,nor they ſocaſily received to mer. 

ine ; he therefore labours to take away 
the gemenit, and tels chem that ifchey 
would come in, feare net for God will receive 


you, | 

But they might obie&, but wee have com- 
| ho ETA 

Te is erue\ ſaith hee, 1 will not gocabout to 
extenuate that, yer notwithſtanding know this 
for your comforts, tharGod will concinue'the 
ſame chat he hath beene and therfore 


and that he furcher ſctteth forth from an efleRt 
| which commonly this feare hath, which will 

cauſe vs ro depart fromthe Lord : ſo that now 
hee labours to takeaway their feare by two 


ſhewing themthebadeffeQit willbring 


contrary ro which he exborts them ynto, and 
confirmes his exhorutions by theſe reaſons ; 


pu —_ 


feare wot : | 


things : firſt, by taking away their diſcourage- | 
ment, the cauſe of their feare : — y 
th, 


ro cauſe them to-depart-from the Lord, the | 


ne —o& - <> WW, - - w 


Þ 2” 


Fra.h | | 


the Loxd, ſo that he will not looke on vs as hee 


| nueto keepe you, = 
But they might ſay,we have made our ſelues| 04je77, 


——_ 


| 0 Jorroafull Sinners. 


Firſt, ſaith he, 7 «rxe pot aſide from following the 
Lord, in whick there is a rea{on couched, as if 
he ſhould haue ſaid, now you haue committed 
one error, will you commit a ſecond > when a 
man is out of his way, will he goe on ? no, but 


from following the Lord roo ? ſecondly, whi- 
ther ſhall it be that you would goe?to the crea- 
tures,they can doe you no good, Here are two 
things that you all deſire ; firſt, deliverance 
from euill w ou arcina ſtateof miſery; 
ſecondly, ſuch things as may aduance you in a 
good eltate., Now the creatures can doe nei. 
ther for you, for they arc votay % is vanity,an 
c ing.and will you leaue the Lord who 
wa ins, to doe all this for you, and” what | 
elſe you candelire ? | 
But they might ſay, but wee haue diſpleaſed [ 


was wont. 
He anſwereth and tels them that God is the 
ſame, he will nor caſily forſake his people, for | 
which he giues two reaſons ; firlt, becanfe hee | 
had choſen them to be his people, hee had free. 
ly made them his people atthe firſt, and hee is 
alwayes the ſame, and therefore he will conti-| 


vnworthy of being his people, wee deſcrue to 


will returne rather, and will you turne aſide | 


} 
] 
] 
j 


Anſw, 


have a bill ofdiuorcement given vs. 


people, 


But yet ſecondly , becauſe they were his a 
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' From theſe words ſeare not; the DoR rine is, 
thar | | 


le; called by his Name, therefore for bis 

ame Take hee would not calt them away, it 
would bee againſt his honour and glory ; lo 
' theſe arethe ſumme of thewords. © 


5 


Our natures are apt to bie inordinate inour' af- 
feltions ; inour ſeares;as they here, 'ſo' inowr 


Now that at ira ſowith them topper m_— 
Samuel his ſpeech, for you inay know 

caſe oY the medicine, their hearts were ken 
and diſaduan ly, and well-ni 
drawne CR Lord ended? refore hee p-3 
horts them char they ſhould wr feare ; "this 
ſhewes that wee are apt ro feare inordinately, 
they had Prophets no doubt among them that 
had told them of this finne all the time they 
wereabour it, and then they feared not ; but 
now-the thunder came, they beganne to "feare 
extremely, fo that Samnel had much adoe to 
compoſe them againe, Now ouraffeions are 
ſaid = be inordinate, either when we doe not 
toue, or feare, or grieue for that we ſhould(for 


thercin our inordinacy conſiſts i in the defet;) 
or ſecordly, whenas ey are ſet roo much vp. 
on any thing, that is,when wee ouer- [oye or 0- 
uer-grieue, which is either by pitching them 
vpon wrong obie&ts, or excecding in the mea- 


ſure, 


ko h 


"" _ mind he i ati. A 
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caule is the fall, which hath, put-all ont of or- 
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(ure, and thercin lyes all the ercor that is in our 
affections now let vs ſee our owne diſpylition 
by the diſpoſition of this people : when weare: 
well and in health, we fcare not any finne, but 


horſe ruſbeth intothe battell : a horſe isnot able 
to diſcerne that they areenemies, and foruſhes 
onto his owne deſtruion-z ſo Salome ſaith, 


andis careleſſe ; that is, hee is violent inhis aftÞ. 
tions to liane, , and yet fearelefle withall ;/ and 
this you may.ſee alſo inthe people of Ly/trg; at 
the firſt they thought Paw/and Barnabesito bee 
gods, and knew not how to doe too: much for 
them, butanon they would haue killed them ;! 
and ſo we {ce b experience, chat thoſe whom 
men had magnified and eſteemed. moſt, they | 
kaue at laſt moi deſpighted and contemaed,; | 
and ſo before ficknefle we cannot humble men, 
in ſicknefſe we.cannot comfort them, all which 
proues the Doctrine. 6.3% | 

Now for the reaſons of it 3; firſt, the generall 
dcr,ſo thar the ſoule is like an Inſtrument quite 
out of tune, every ſtroke that. js ;Nrucke 15: a+: 


as the Prophets phraſe is, Ruſh into ſinne,as the | 


A foole goes 0n and is puniſhed, and 4 foole rageth | 


— 


Reaſon I, 


ile, thereiis no.harmony atiall in ic gſecond- 
ly, the more immediate cauſes are, firſt, iniu- 
diciouſneſſe, men are notabietoiudge aright, 
and thenthey are -bold: when they {hould hee | 
earctul}, ang fearefullwher they ſhould bee 

Id, as one that wangeth.skalt and judgement 


4 
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Samuels Support 


profit to man, and not to | 
Ly | theme! 


| isfearefull in thar buſineſle, which a wiſe man| 
{ that knowes it will not feare , ſccondly, affe. 


Rions want the bridle of grace, which ſhould 
them in, and moderate them, they are of 


| chemſelues vnruly horſes that draw the ſoule| 


out ofthe way, em) ru m— 04, An 
hand kept vponth grace, is bei 


—_—_ it becomes e 1nordinate, de- 
caule Satan joynes with thine affeions very 
often, for that is hisad , © adde wind 


tothe tide; and hence ariſeth his 1005, 
when a$he ſcesanaffeRion ſtirring, hee takes 
the aduantage, intends ir, and makes them 
" Thevſe#s,totake notice of hi inordinacy 
vie 13, to take notice 

of our affeRions that we are ſubic& vnto, wee 
haue an inmate within vs that wil haue an hand 
ineuery buſineſſe,and what ic doth, it Rilldoth 
amiſſe ; wharſocuer therefore you are adoing, 
ſill earch what affe&ions you haue, and ye 
ſhall finde that all chat comes from your fle 
is amiſſe, and be jealous ouer ſinnes, and this 
ye ſhould rather doe becauſe they blind the 
tadgement z whenaffeRions are ſtrong then 
ho hedofchans, ; 
But youwillaske me, how ſhallI know mine 
mine affeions are inordinate ? 

I anſwer, then when they are higderances ; 
for you ſhall know this, that all affe&ions are 
planted by Ged for a ſpeciall end, vſe, ys 
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| of ſorrow full Sinners. 


| themſelucs, ſoas weconld want nore of them, | 

we could not want griefe for things paſt, nor 
could we be freed from feare of enils rocome, 
for otherwiſe we could not take heed nor la. | 
bour roprenenc them when they are comming 
vpon vs, we could not befreed from anger, for 
it ftirres vp toremoue impedimerts thar lye in 
our way. Now you know tte inordinacy of an | 
affetion, as you may know a difeaſe in Phy- | 
(icke; the generall rule of Phyſicians is, when 
there is aioleſa, as when you view all the tun: | 
ions of nature, and you fee naturall impedi. | 
ment in ſome naturall function, why then wee 
iudge there isadileafc;ſo ir is true in the ſoule, 
when your grieſe is ſuch as interrupts prayer, 
and hearing, hinders you in your duty to Go:.! | 
and man, then it is inordinate; and it was the | 
caſe of the Iſraclites inordinacy, who could 
not hearken to Moſer for the griefe of their 
hearts : ſo for anger, if irbee ſuch as cauſeth| 
you to remoue ſuch impediments as lye inthe | 
way of good defires, then it is good. ; but when 
it cauſeth ſuch a diſtemper, that you are ready 
toflye inthe faces of your brethren, and ſo as | 
[you are mote vatit for whatis good, then it is| 
inordinate: and fo likewiſe your feare,when ic | - 
expecrateth your ſoules, ſoas they are made 
vnable toprevent theeuils that you feare, and 
ſo diſcovrageth you, that you flye from Gad,; 
ſoas to hide your felues from him as Adam 
did, and as they here ould havedone, and 
ſo 
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Anſw. 


weſt 


Auſw. 


| may finne in the want of affeRion, as much as 


| feare beene pitched 


| as Chriſt ſairh, Kewel.2.10. Feare not the things 


ſoif your delights and mirths make you more: 
iſto ed and vnfir-to- ur for 
ce, &c. ſoit comes mas 2 dampe to] 
your mirth, and'wher as that which ſhould! 
oyle the wheeles CARY 
good duties cloggeth you; then they arc inar-) 
dinate, 76's ue | 
2. But you will agke m&how we ſhall reſiſt 
we yon SA - —, 
As Two wayes : firſt, if thy igor in 
the defeR, Tata | wee ould 
feare, ornot loning when we ſhould loue ; we 
mult be carefullrhen foro ftirre it vp, for wee 


in the miſplacing of them, as this people here 
finnedas much in nor fearing before,as in fea- 
ringnow, and intheir fears now they feared 
the iudgement andner the ſinne : for had rheir! 
thar, Samuel would 
not hauc laboured ro have raken thera off, Se- 
condly, they feared that God would not be re-f 
conciled to rhemanymore, ſo that their feare | 
was miſplacedjand therein they ſinned, where- 


ſhall ſuffer ; but the finnes which brings 
Ss ue . ; 


| 2. Bur you will ſay, when as our feares and 

affections are thus miſplaced, when our hearts 

are poſleſſed of them, how ſhall we then reſiſt 

and empty our hearts of thety ?F | 

A. Firſt, have your judgements ſer right,] 
ot 
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"of forronfull Sinners. 


tor the obliquity inthe afleRion comes from 
the iudgement, as thoſe things wee apprehend 
to be euill,them we feare too much,and there- 
fore labour t@ have itenlighrned. 

9. If you aske me, how we ſhall doe that ? 

4, Bring ittothe Word,and fee what that 
ayes, forthe Word is as aglafle which repre- 
ſents things as they are » -cannor itand to giuc 
intancesout of the Word how to dire& every 
afteftion; as now take Poverty, which thou 
feareſt ſo much, the VVord makes it nothing, 
Rewu.2 9, 1 know thy ptuerty, but thou art rich ;, as 
it he had ſaid,it iy # matter ofnothing: So like. 
wiſe for you feare of men, Feare not him that can 
kill the body, bus fear him that can caft both body 
and ſoule i:xto hell fire; firſh, the Scriptures make 
nothing fearcfull but Gods wrath and finne, 
and therfore now ſtick tothe VWord,aad what- 
ſoever thy phantaſic is, yet ſay, ſure Fam thus ; 


this will r:Gike the iudgement ; fay: it is bur 


ſer, yet the thingts the lame asthe Vord ſaid 
it: Asthe ſhadow may be greateror leſſer,yet 
the body the ſame ; ſo take anything elſe, as 
the lofle of credit, or the like, we thinke thefe 
ſomething aud feare them, bur the fault is in 
our phantaſiez men doe therefore well by fit- 


ſtay themſelugs, Secondly, againe if this will 
not preuaile, thea let. vs pray our ſelues ſober , 
tor 


—_—_— F4 i ah FOG 


Cod ſaid, and therefore I am ſure it is fo, and | 


my fancy, howſoguex is may be greater or leſ- | 


| hs. A. 


ting their hearts to what the Ward faith, to | 


lit. 
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1 Simile. 
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Sq mucl; Suppore 


| raſte, we ſhould ſuffer our ſelues tobe ruled by 


worn ordin ne afleQtions make a3 much diffe. 
 tencobetweene amanand himſelfe out of ir,as 
is betweeneadrunken and aſfober man, Now 


eththee intro Gods preſence: And as the Sun 
caſts downe the miſts and diſpels them, ſg] 
Prayer doth an inordinate affeQion. Azaine 
thirdly,adde tothiscommunion of Saints,and} 
chat is a good meanes z for weare in ſuch fits, } 
as men in a feauer whoſe mouthes being out of 


the judgementandcafie of others. Fourthly, 
afrer al] this beſcech God to convince thy 
ny perſwade thy vaderſtanding fi 
ly, tor that none canfully doe bur ke. 

The ſecond Dodtrine is, that 


The greatneſſe of our ſinne is no impedIment to 
orgineneſſe, 


| 


; 


[t is true, ſaith Sawxel, yee haue done this 


ue the Lord will forgive you notwithſtan- 
ding. 'I will deliver it in theſe termes, becauſe 
weare apt not tothinke ſo, and when we haue 
finned agaiuſt the light of conſcience, relapſed 
often, wee arcafraid to come into Gods pre- 


lence, as wee ſee it by experience; and there. 
fore now ifany man hath committed any great 
finne, let himapply it ro-himſe'fe. Ic is rcue, I 


haue done ſuch a great wickednelle, why. L; 


Prayer compoſeththe heart much,for it bring-|. 
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 linne,l will norgoe abaye to diminiſh it,] 
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be of good comfort, humbleyour ſelfe, con##- 
ue to follow the Lord, you {hall inde God the! 
ſame to you that here hee was to this people. 
Nowthe reaſon of this is : | 


Firſt, becauſe the pardon of the Goſpell, 
which we preach, makes no exception of any 
ſinne; Chriſt came to ſave {inners,totakeaway | 
the'ſinnes of the world; this is ſpoken inde. 
nitely, Secondly, not of any perſon, preach 

the-Goſpell tocuery creature, there is not any 

exception of any rebell or rebellion, Thirdly, 

beſkies the pricc that was paid anſwers for the 

greateſt ſinnes as well as theleaſt 3 he is ready | 
to forgive a thoufand pound vpon ſatisfaRion, 
as well as ten groats; and therefore if thou haſt | 
Chriſt for thy ranſome, it 45 no matter what 
chy ſinneshaye becne, greator ſmall, for the 
ſame price may as well land forthe one as for 
che other, Againe fourthly che God which we 
have rodeale with, is a mighty God, cuen in 
this, even in pardoning, Michahy. 18. Who 
is like unto our God that pardoneth iniquity, and 


ue them and caſt them all-into the depth | 
of the Sea, thatis, herein the infiniteneſſe of / 


as God, and not as1 and thereforeHice y- 
ſeth that metaphor of caſting their ſinnes inro 


K caſt 


FO En CES * 


Goda in forgiuing tranſgreſſions, hee | 
ſhewerh hismight init, and = merciful] | 


Reaſon Yo 


Reaſon 2+ > 


Reaſon 3, 


Reaſon 4. 


the depthof the Sea, that as the Sea Jrownerth | 
{ mountaines as well as mole-hils, if they bee | 
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m—_—}_tulloc...Dm.4 — — o_ — — ee ee 


%? 


lightro forgive great ſinnes, decaule we know 
| him to be God and nar-mnn thereby , becauſe 
he forgiues moe than & man isable or willing 
coforgiue, But becauſeexamples are more pre. 
ualent in this oeſe,] willgiue youa few ; Adew 
was the cauſe of martheripgthe whole warld, 
he made all men. not onely guilty of the firlh 
death,bur alſo of the ſecond, befides oth | 


ther than God, 8c. yet we ſee that God found 


he himſclfe d the Goſpell tg and 
— withour profit. So likewiſe Ms: 
n innes excecded, ſo as indeed wee know 
not how a man ſhould commit more almoſt : 


and reftered him to-his Kingdome , fo as when 
we read of his {innes, how hee filled lersſalcrm 
with bloud,&e, one of vs would have 


giue this mangnd fer him ip his Kingdome, as 
if hehad done nothing againſt thee ? ro name 


firous and hainous ſinnes there cacntianed, .as 


 ued to mercy, {us 
1e waſbed andiuftifud orc. 


grauations of his finne,belecuing the Devill ras 
out. areredy and'recetued Roy 


et when he humbled him(ſclfc y, (for he | 
d great ſinnes) God receiued him te mercy, | 


ready to.havue ſaid, What Lord, wilt chou fer- | 


no.more than that inthe -x Cor 6,9. thoſe mon. | 


greater there cannot be mentioned, yet ſore | 
of themthar were gulity of them were recei- | 
were ſoreef you, bat vow arc 


The} 
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|  Thevſeſhallbe, that youwould rake heed{ x, | 
how you limit theholy One tt regard of his! 
| mercy ther hee will goefofarrein pardoning] 
| and no farther ; 1 dare boldly relt you, ir is as 
JR limir God in'his merey as in | 
is power; as that was the finne of the T(rae- \ | 
lites, when as they were togoe inro the land of | þ 
Canaan, they limited God, and — 4 , 
could not bring them in becauſe of fo great] | 
walls and great Gyants,&c. and fo take you! 
{ heed [oft you limit his , as that when | 
| yourfinnesare ſuch finnes' of ſo ihaynous a na- | 
ture as thathe will not a6 nt wr How did|| 
Danid, whenhe had committed the great firm 33 
| with Barbſeba&ec,and fo Peter thar ſtood in't 1 
 faine termes with'Chriſt that hee did befote;/ 
and if youcarinot bring your hearts tothinke | 
| this, then goe beyond your owne iudgement; | 
; 1 byfairh, forthis is irthathindrerh vs from be- 
F leeuing, 'that wedrawa featirling of the Lord } 
| by our owne pharitaſies whereas he ſayes,7 het 
bus thoughts are aboue vnr thoughts in pardoning, 
q | w4h'5'5 . Another point thatT will deliucr 
tromtneſe words ts this, that 
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| " The way to"bave a finne forginen, is10 aggrauate | Dott.3, 
it, not to extenuate it. 


Samuel hete you ſee, when he goes aboutto 
comfort the people; hee aggrauatesrhe (ine, | 
| dut withall aggrauates Gods mercics, and o | 
K 2 cOm:- | 
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1 © comforterh ther, ſo that the beſt way to have | 
er (Sane forgiuen;;s toeaaſeſeit ro the vrmaſi 'WN 
Reaſon 1, |. Firſt ir pure greg ecpoieenat | 
God bath promiſed forgiuencſſe unto, for then} | | 
we coreto ſcethe vileneſſe of our ſelues, that} - _ 
[ we .catnot ſiandypon our owne botrome, bur| ||, 
are empty of all,and without God muſt periſh, F 
and ſo are drawnefromour [clues and invs,| 
roreſt no more vpon our (clues, but vpon. 1 

| Wi * 


alone.. | 
Reaſon 2. Secondly, beſides,the more particularly ſinne 's 
A boned 
ſhame to our (elues, | 


the 
. And againe,it ſirengtheneth vs againſt ſingn-| = 


reſeruatiue againſt it,when a man hathlooked] } 
round abourany fine, and confidered all the} |} 
| particulars of it,it ſhuts yp all waies tothe ſin, [ 
| a ag Nag reyy 2 — confeſſe-by 
: UES, TNCY 4fE.1N LOME WA nniag.. 
Y ſe. The vic is,toteach.,younot que yori | 
ſinnes,but to confeſſe them to the vemoſt; and 
this you had need be exhorted vnto, forl-doe| 
not know a duty-more hard than this, though 
- you may thinke it eafic z men are Joth to con- 
| feſſe rheir ſinnes, becauſe menare loth to leaue 
- | their ſinnes ; cill rkey meane to leaue it, they q * 
exrenvate it; if men will keepe anyreſeruat ion, 

porfec 


| nd arc .not. willing, #0; forgoc* all, | 
£ pros perkon them fully, » | 
Y. .» Againe, men want light to ſee fin fully, for 


[- | wed 
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| 


| 


daughter, hee indged ir worthy of death, hee 


laying, I haue had theſe 


greater than our hearts ; let vs take a man that ap- 
| prehends his ſinke moſt fully, yer God con. | 


of forronfall 


i. 


i. Mt... BM 


weſce ſinnein the circumſtances of it no fur-| 


ther than we have light lent vs from the holy 
Ghoſt; as the lightis brighter and brighter in 
the houſe, the moreclearcly doe weediſcerne 
the leaſt mote, ſo here. 


Againe thirdly ,there is a (elfe-loue in every 
one,and therefore while wee looke on ſinne as | 
our owne, we are ready to fauourit z as 1wda ;| 
whileſt hee looked on the adultery, as in his | 


would hauc her burnt, but when it came to be 
his owne ſinne, then the caſe was altered : fo 
Dauid would hauc had the man put to death | 
that tooke his neighbours ſheepe, but when it 
cameand prouecd to be his owne caſe, God was 
faine to take a great deale of paines to humble 
him, and ro make him confeſſe it ; and there. 
fore aggrauate your ſinnes in your confeſhons, 
theſe mcanes, I 
haue ſinned againſt the great light againe and | 
againe, and brake the couenant that I have: 
made with God, and know that this way you | 
cannot exceed, 1f our hearts condemne vs, God is 


ceiues morefully of it, ſoas we in our thoughts 
cannot reach to what he ſcerh ſinne to be : and 
herein you had need take paines and ſearch di. | 
ligently, for many ſinnes that are great ſinnes,| 
will appeare at rhe ficſt to be but ſmall ones, as: 
this ſinne of theirs, they thought ir but aſmall | 
K 2 matter \ 
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| Reaſors Is 


_ crer at the frſi, fe waabutchuſng ofs King 
Sa- [ 
| veel tels them, that therein they had firſk cal 
| away the Lord 5 


dn ——— 


' chat was not any where forbidden, and yet 


—_ caſtaway fe 
| mc/and the Lord inhim;thirdly,they had pur” 
ccuſt in 
people ſcemes:to be but a ſmall 
not 10.4 felfe valawfull for a King toſce what 
ſtrength hee hath cocncounter ap enemy, but 


owne ends, theg he cries out hee hed donecx-, 


chis ye ought to-doe, and that the more ye ſee 
finge abound, the more yee will ſee grace a- 
bound,and fo you will loue the more and prize 
| Chriſt the ca be more humblc and con- 
tent with apy condition, Againeobſcrue, 


One foune makes much way for another. 


This finne of theirs þad well.nigh drawne 
them toa. ing frets the Loid, | 
they in the way to {lip from the Lord, 
quite awa 

The reaſons are 3 firſt, becauſe + att in-| 
tends the habitaf finne, \as: when any thing is 
_ SED whichit is 
acted ; as every a&at grace irengtheneth the 
'habic of grace,.ſo ſinnemakes. the fleſh toriſe! 
| aboue the Giri aer, and-foar laft 


_—— PIR a. * 


| David bee knew his owneheart, hee knew his | 
ceeding fooliſhly : know: this therefore that | 
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Kings: Andſo.Dawids numbring ot the} | 
thing, athing | 


| #240 Or» | 
Becauſe 
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\ Becauſe weakeneth that grace, which 
ſhauld nw} Fe - adiſcaſc —_ aotonely 
a thing contrary, with which health is to wra- 
({tle, but ſormethingalſswhich,weakeneth the 
(ſtrengrh by which health ſhould reſiſt ; and fo 
doth ſinne (eſpecially great ſinnes). ſeize vpon 
the ſtrength, takes away the recticude of judge- 
ment by which we ſhouldreſfiſt; ifit be a great 
ſinge,it workesas'e greatdiſcale which-ſerzerh 
part,and thereforc 15 often 
lictle felr ; a (mall finne is a ſmall wound, which 
we may calily feele,becauſealielie is in health, 
buta great finne 15-28 a-blow'yponthehead 
which amazeth vs. 2h 11.6 TC? 
Againe, committing a great {wane drſcoura- 
eeth vs from comming 10.God' for pardon, and 
'makes vs bald to goe on; andſecing we ater ©- 
'ucr ſhooes, weare willing to goe onand bee 0» 


1 Satan leaue torake poſſeſiion of aman, as Satan gor 


his envy 4tD a»z4; aneuill 


re, hanghhimſelte ; and therefore take | 
 heedof falling into fine, for then ye are-tax- 
qutam mm pracipitio,,. ſO as you cannot ſtay your 
{elues, a5 in aquick-ſand you finke deeper and 
deeper and therefore deale with finneas-you 
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Reaſon 3. 


Reaſon 4., 
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| Reaſon 2, | 


i. S Mo 


Reafon 1. 


| 


Diſcour agement and too nwnch feare are great 


aveanes of our departure from Goa, 


Feare earn not aſide! from follewin the 
Lord "chandero many - 


hauvenow named : will ſay indeed,ro en- 
ioy the favourof God ts a comfortable thing, 


uch a nature, and1 haue fallen often,and have 
ſomuch hardneſſe-of heartas God will neuer 


I: and this muſt needs hinder in many re- 
pecs : | 


| what a man hath-no hope to bring to paſſe, he 
will never goeabour it; ſoa @holler,ifhe hath 
\no-hope to get learning, will give over fudy. 
ing ; take hope away, and take awey all ende- 
 uour, nay take away alldeſtre, which is more, 


ovapmata a mans hope a man deſires 


ot. 


ings which k 
vs off from comming to far, yer Arong! 
Poa Pyro bes. orig Je yet to} 
Secondly, our deferring of repentance, 
wee doit er welhereaſe burthe grea-| 
reſdhi of allother is that which wee} 


and to haveallurance of our finncs being for-} 
given, but I have little hope of this, [ haue| 


receive. me, ant ſo mes fit downe difconra- 


Firſt, becauſe it takes away all alacri , for} 


_ - 


In 


_— 


not, 


y— 


Lo 


 Tudge,it cauſeth ſſe inthem;they will 
notcome at him,bur they will be content with} - 


| feare; now whether will you take part with Sa- 
tan or the Spirit ? If men be humble, Chriſt 
ſaith likewiſe, Come 18 me and you ſhall have cafe, | 
all ye that ave weary and heany laden ; let them} 
nor thinke that their finnes are a burthen that | 
will breake their backes, if they come to hin; 
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